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CHAPTER 95, 



The lords of the kingdom of Thrace led 

Palmerin to a hill, from whence they showed 

him the place where Lionarda remained en* 

chanted. Now as the day was clear, at the 

foot of the hill he heheld in a pleasant valley 

some brave and stately towers among the 

green trees, a goodly sight tQ behold ; for 

not only was the valley wherein they were 

edified as fresh and delightful a place as 

nature could make, but also the edifices and 

palaces displayed such numerous pinnacles 

and sumptuous varandas of marble, so white 

and lofty, that they seemed to touch the sky ; 

with other surpassing devices and inventions^ 

so worthy of admiration that he thought 
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thein to be framed by the celestial powe 
rather than by any earthly dreatures. 

Well was Palmerin pleased to see a thini 
so pleasant; and though at that time hi 
spirit was as it were dead with the longiii| 
remembrances which tormented it, yet th< 
beauty of the place stirred in him a certaii 
lively joy, and he thought how fair a lo 
would be his who should enjoy it, togethe 
with Lionarda ; a lot which, however fair, h 
>nrished not for himself, nothing sufficing fo 
him, but only the hope he had of his service 
•end merits with Polinarda, After he ha 
stayed awhile, beholding the manner of.th 
valley, and thinking of the dangers whic 
had been menaced, holding them in litd< 
seeing that tbeplace rather promised to d( 
light the senses than to dismay the heart, h 
begsin to think lightly of the enterpriss* 
which in truth ^ wise man ought not to ha^ 
done, because that divers itiines the doub 
fullest things have the pleasantest issue ; an 
that which seemeth most pleasant at the h 
ginning, doth prove to be the ^sharpest dai 
tger in the endingt Btftas in Pahnerin tfa 
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contempt of tl>e danger arose from his sur* 
passing hardihood, and from the many dan- 
gers which he had happily gone through, 
aud this seemed to threaten nonej* he is the 
less worthy of blame. 

One of the knights that kept him companjr. 
then advanced from among the others ; he 
was a man of great authority, for his grey 
hairs, and the quality of his person, and the 
experience of things which many years had 
shewn him. Sir knight, said he to Palmerin, 
to whom fortune hath alway been so great a 
friend, that in no danger or distress hath she 
ever played you false, not for this, your ac- 
customed prosperity, should you cease to fear 
dangers, which to appearance may seem 
little; for she who in great things hath been 
willing to forward you, may peradventure in 
lesser ones forsake you, for the greater proof 
of her power: moreover, nothing should be 
judged of by its first appearance, seeing from 
such judgment errors arise for which after- 
wards there is no remedy. This 1 say, be- 
cause the adventure which you are about to 
essay seemeth in its beginning more made for 
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eoiittotment than to be feared. But I \ 
have you know, that this contentment 
be gained by danger, and perchance 
you find yourself in it, you will find it gi 
than you thought for. 

Sir, answered Palmerin, your counsel, ! 
ing so great good will, deserves a gui 
which I cannot now bestow ; and indeec 
words are full of truth. I am right the 
that you have given me so good a less 
bear in mind hereafter; God grant tha 
ii;iay have the end which we all desire, 
if I speed to my wish, I will not be un 
ful of your friendly warning. This pre 
presented with so great hunianity, infl 
a sudden envy in the hearts of some 
present, who for the hope they had I 
him king, began to enter into more p 
than any tru€ or faithful subject would 
For they began to persuade him, that r 
venture, how dangerous soever it pi 
might astonish his person : but he dec 
from such praise as was the daily gil 
Irork of flatterers, set spurs to his 
and rode* down the hill. 



An example surely worthy of great praise to 
ail princes and. rulers living on the earth, 
that they should not incline and lean to such, 
who only study with sweet words,, flattering 
tales, and false reports, to rest and bring 
them asleep in so vile an exercise. Which 
j^ painted faces if they would surpass^ their 
::^ subjects, friends, and servants, should be 
:l\ equally regarded, their renown plentifully 
TJ increased, and accordingly honoured; yea, 
J the virtuous should be richly rewarded, and 
? the vicious rightfully for ever reproached ; 
* then would not the plain dealer be governed 
bj such as have been noted, but the good 
should be openly discerned from the evil, 
and all enjoy one hope for a continual quiet: 
but to our matter. As soon as Palmeria 
pricked forward, the light began to darken^ 
the.air to be maivellously troubled, and misty, 
SCI that the lords of Thrace lost sight of him, 
and could not even see one another; and there 
was loud thundering, and great earthquakes, 
and other fearful signs, so they were over- 
come with such fear, that some fell before 
their horses, being astounded ; others lost 
their stirrups and clung to the horses' necks, 
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and thus they made their way to the cih^ 
tearing their cloaks in the thickets, neither 
remembering the road nor any thing else. 
But as the signs that day were different from 
what they had been at'any former time when 
this adventure had been essayed, the city itself 
was overspread with so thick and black a 
cloud, and filled with sounds so dolorous and 
dismayful, that no one had either judgment 
so free, or heart so strong, as to be exempt 
from the fear which these terrors occasioned. 
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Selviam, whom Palmeriu had ordered to stay 
upon the hill, seeing his master as he deemed 
in such danger, forgot all fear, and being 
guided by the love with which he served 
him, spurred his horse to follow him. But 
as the nature of the enchantment was, that 
no one could enter the forbidden ground, 
except by great prowess and force of arms, 
he found himself suddenly in the city, with- 
out knowing how he came there, in com- 
pany with the rest, and at such time as the 
cloud wasbeginningtodisper.se: Palmerin, 
meantime, remembering the words of the 
old knight, perceived the error of his fint 
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opiaion ; for he knew not whither he went in 
that thick darjkness^ nor could he resist an 
inward pain, which seemed as if it would 
bave rent his heart ; whereat he greatly mar- 
velled, thinking that nothing but his own 
passion could have touched him there. And 
now, certain invisible bodies approached 
him, and by force plucked him from the sad- 
dle, and threw him down ; and though to 
defend himself he drew his sword, and struck 
on all sides, he found that his blows did no 
harm, for they were smitten against the air. 
Then he thought to mount on horseback 
again, but his labour was in vain ; it was not 
possible for him to find his horse, which 
was far enough away, and presently, not only 
his sword was taken from him, but likewise 
all his armour was caught away on a sudden ; 
whereat he began to stand in some fear, as 
knowing that strength hath need of arms to 
execute its purpose. Finding himself thus 
disarmed, and weary with striving to seize 
these bodies which were without souls, he 
sate himself down, not knowing what to do, 
and holding that the adventure was impos- 
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$ib]e to be atchieved^ for he could see n( 
wUh whom to fight; and even if he had s 
anjj he was spoiled of all implement 
offence or defence. The darkness 
came every minute more and more; 
could neither go forward nor return ; whc 
fore he said to himself, Certes, there 
more adventures in the world than n 
suspect; and let not him who is with< 
mishap wish to enter into them, for 
who fears it least will find it, and they y^ 
have longest avoided it cannot escape 
last. • 



CHAPTER 96. 



The history saith thatPalmerin remained some 

time sitting upon the ground, deliberating 

with himself what he should do ; and seeing 

that in these cases there was no room for 

counsels, he rose without any determination, 

committing himself to the difficulties which 

fortune might ordain, and careless what might 

happen, even if it were the end of his life, 

which he was resolved to sell as dearly as he 

could, believing that he who does what he 

can when dying, satisfies with his life 

what he owes to honour. Still it troubled 

him to see himself without arms, fearing 

that for lack of them he could not fulfil his 

intention. But what most dismayed him 

was, to feel his soul so depressed within him. 
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that his limbs seemed to be almost deprive(( 
of their wonted virtue. And now there came 
from the hill above, a mighty and terrible 
thundering, that he expected the earth 
would have opened under him. With this 
he heard fearful hollow voices, and whea 
the rolling sounds reached him, then was he 
snatched up a mighty height, and presently 
let fall, so that he thought himself descending 
to the abyss. These fears, however, he un- 
derwent as one who expected worse ; what 
lie most grieved at being that they were of 
such a nature that resistance could not be 
made. At this time the darkness began to 
clear away, when he found himself to be in 
the midst of a little island, enclosed round 
about with a water so black and deep, that 
it deemed as if it came from the centre of 
the earth. In the midst of this islet Pal- 
merin espied an old withered tree, and under- 
neath it stood a knight armed in his own lost 
armour, with his sword likewise in his hand, 
who said unto him, Now, O thou valiant 
knight, I would fain see what thy courage 
will avail, or by what means thou canst de- 
fend thyself from the wrath of my hands, 
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hich with the edge of thy own sword will 
langle thy flesh and bones^ whereon the 
ild beasts of the country shall feed : so that 
ly renown, famed over all the whole earth, 
nail here take fall end, where none can ap- 
roach to bear witness of thy death. 

tf a truth, he who should say that Palmerin 
as at this time free from the fear* which 
ich a danger might well bring upon him^ 
light say what he pleased; for his hearty 
lough it were always accompanied with all 
irtue and all courage, at that hour was not 
), in that he was destitute of any thing for 
is defence in this extremity; and seeing 
lat he had to defend himself with nothing 
lit the limbs which nature had given him, 
^inst an armed enemy, who, according to 
is proportions and semblance, was no little 
> be feared, ccwnmitting himself to the will 
F fortune, though things of honour ought 
3t to be committed to her, yet being in such 
state that there was no other remedy, he 
pproached the tnight, who witli all fierce- 
ess advanced to meet him with his lifted 
rvord. A dark cloud suddenly overshadowed 



lliem ; but in the cloudy though he saw him 
not^ Palmerin seized him in bis arms^ and 
the other thrust his sword into his breast np 
to the hilt^ he feeling such pain as if he had 
indeed received . so ^deadly a thrust ; and 
though against such a fear no courage could 
suffice, yet was his such that it never for- 
sook him, and he grappled with that phan- 
tom, till by fine force at length he over- 
threw ; then meaning to cut off his head, at 
the instant when he drew the sword out of his 
own body, the cloud dispersed, and he found 
himself with it in his hand, and his armour 
under the tree, but the knight was gone. 

Amazed at these things, but seeing that what 
was at first so fearful proved at last to be 
fantastic and vain, he began to recover confi- 
dence, and donned his armour, wherewith he 
felt his strength increased, and a lively hope 
of more wonders, being now disposed to be 
deUghted with them. Presently the day 
cleared, and he could see every thing as far 
as the eye could reach, and then on the 
other side beyond the island, in the midst of 
a green field and among goodly trees, he 
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: edifices which he had seen fronv 
; but there was no way of crossing 
, because of that great water which 
en spoken of, except by swimming ; 
3 he feared to, attempt, having no 
irein. Moreover, tlie bank on both 
is so steep that its height appeared 
arable. Now seeing that he had this 
e to descend, and neither knowing 
could get up on the opposite side, nor 
could get to it, for the weight of his 
would drown him, he was so con- 
, that neither was his courage suffici- 
iduce him to attempt it, nor his un- 
ling to console him. There seemed 
remedy, and for his more dismay, on 
r side of the water he espied a com- 
monstrous and mishapen beasts, who 
to be waiting there to devour him; 
if they were quarrelling who should 
rst to fall on him, they began a fii- 
.tle, some helping others, so that it 
ike a challenge and pitched battle, 
ainst party. This Palmerin judged 
3 of the most notable things that 
lad seen : for while the battle c€mti»- 
I. c 
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nued many o( them spoiled and killed one 
another, howling the while so loudly, that it 
was heard in tlie city as though they were 
in the midst of it, so that the fear there was 
greatly increased, for they thought that 
Palmerin was surely in some great danger. 
He who resented the most fear wasSelviam^ 
grieving that he was not present with his 
lord, to go through the same dangers, with 
that true love of a £aithfal servant, whidi 
masters for die most part understand so well, 
and so ill requite. The fury of this battk 
was so great, that at last all who were eor 
gaged in it lay dead upon the field. 



Their grievous fight being thus ended. Pal- 
jnerin went about the island, to see where he 
might have passage to the other side. At 
last, in one part where the waters made A 
resting-place, he espied a boat, having four 
oars in it, which were handled and goveraed 
by four beasts of marvellous bigness, each 
one tied with a mighty chain, and at the. 
poop sate a mighty lion, all imbrued in 
blood, as though, he were master of the pas* 
sage, who fed himself with nothing else but 
the flesh of his passengers. 
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Vhile Palmerin was beholding this fearfol 
oat, he espied a man on the farther side^ 
rying to the beasts to carry him over with 
lem ; whereat he was much amazed, as 
bioking no man to be so foolish as to ha- 
ard himself in so perilous a river with such 
toatmen, and under such a pilot. The boat 
lut off to take him in^ and the man was no 
ooner entered, but the lion seized him in 
lis paws, and with his mighty claws straiglit* 
fay rent him in pieces, and devoured him, 
;iving part to his companions, the rowers ; 
or this was their ordinary food. Any one 
Qay conceive in what state was Palmerin's 
leart, when he beheld all this, for he saw 
way to pass but the terror of death was 
Jth before and behind him ; but seeipg there 
as no remedy, for if he remained in the 
let he must needs die for want of fo6d> so 
a last resolution, he concluded to put him* 
If to the rigour of the beasts, and shift 
ith them by strength of arms y for he saw 
.mself wholly destitute of any other hope* 
[ereupon he looked how he might descend. 
It there was no other way except by a rock 
hich reached down to the water side, 

c2 
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and \?hich Vas so slippery and steep^ that 
there was nothing on which he could lay 
hold^ or stay himself; and he thought that 
he must needs be dashed to pieces be- 
fore he could reach the bottom. This made 
him demur a little; and as this extreme 
danger was so greatly to be dreaded^ he ad- 
dressed himself to the remedy which he 
alway reserved for the worst perils, that is, 
to the remembrance of his lady, with which 
be was accustomed to surmount all, how 
great and terrible soever they might be. And 
having invoked her, he felt his fear gone, 
and without farther dread or delay let him- 
self slide down the rock; but as all those 
dangers were in truth no otherwise dangerous 
than in appearance, he attained the river-side 
w^ithout any harm : the lion and his fellows 
pushed off from the opposite shore to receive 
him into the boat; and he perceiving this, 
drew his sword, and with shield advanced, 
made ready for the adventure. But for this 
adventure such readiness, which is elsewhere 
so profitable, was nothing needed, for all 
were but phantasms and unreal shapes; and 
so soon as the prow was run ashore, and he 
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had leapt in^ he saw none to Attack, tor 
^ forthwith that strange pilot and his boatmen 
were gone, he knew not how, and he found 
bimself^lPDne in the boat : then taking the 
oars, he rowed himself to the farther side ; 
but when he had crost the river, the oppo- 
site bank was so steep and overhanging, that 
he could by no possible means climb up ; 
so that he was again utterly at a loss how to 
prpceed. Being thus confounded, presently 
hesaw an old and broken basket lowered down 
to him from the top of the rock, by a rope 
which was so weak and slender, that he 
thought the mere weight of the basket would 
J have broken it. When Palmerin perceived 
.} that there was no other means of ascending 
that great height, once more trusting in the 
remembrance of her whom he served, he 
thought to lay aside his arms, that he might be 
less heavy ; and disarming himself be was 
about to get into the basket with nothing but 
his sword. But as many times the heart 
feels within itself forebodmg doubts of what 
is to come, a fear came upon him which 
made him put them on again, thinking they 
might still be necessary. Then, trusting to 
fortune and abiding the chance, he got into. 
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the basket^ and without seeing any one 
hoist him^ was raised into the air^ but \^ 
so slow and swaying a motion, that the de 
doubled his fear. And now when he wa; 
a great height, he saw that the basket bej 
to break, and the cord give way with 

weight, and untwist itself, so that at last 
thing but a single thread was left, wh 
was almost invisibly small, Certes, thoi 
he had already suffered many fears, this 
the worst of all, for he saw himself in 
last extremity, being suspended in hea 
by a single hair. This made him again 
take himself to his lady for help, as the c 
one in whom he trusted in such need ; 
as it is by faith alone that we must stanc 
fall, so this faith which he had in his 1 
was of such avail, that overcoming the si 
ness of the enchantment, in one momei 
brought him up, and landed him abov 
the field where the battle of the beasts 
been, of which he could now see no s 
neither of the water below. The disapp 
ance of these things which had caused 
suph fear, giving him now a new joy, wl 
dissipated all his sorrows, as joy when 
imcxpected is ever wont to do. 
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CHAPTER 97. 



The day was now spent, and the moon, which 
Was then full and in her strength, having no 
clouds to oppose or obscure her, began to 
nse in the East with a splendour which seem- 
ed almost unnaturally bright. The night- 
ingales and other birds with which that land 
abounded began to welcome the night with 
such variety of songs and rejoicing, that 
Palmerin forgot all his past troubles. And 
laying himself down under a tree, intending 
to listen to them, fatigue so overpowered 
bun, that he fell asleep, not having eaten all 
that day, food indeed being little needed by 
l^im : for though without it nature cannot be 
sustained, yet, when the spirits are roused 
^y difficulties^ the very occasion administers 
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strength to the limbs, provided it be not 
over long ; for of long want nature is inca- 
pable, and thereby in course becomes weak 
and broken down, and finally perishes. Fal- 
mcrin pastas peaceful a night as he had pain- 
ful a day. When the dawn appeared, the " 
birds awoke him with a song so joyous to 
hear, and so delightful to muse upon, that he 
wished the day had tarried longer, to have 
let him longer enjoy so sweet contentment. 
But as these follow their appointed order, ii i 
was not long before they forsook hini, bright 
day-light, and their custom of seeking food, 
making them disperse. Palmerin rose, and 
looking round the field, well pleased at its 
beauty, beheld towards the East the towers 
and edifices which he had seen from the bill 
yesterday, surrounded with the same goodly 
trees ; and though in this there was no shov 
of danger, what he had already Witnessed 
taught him still to apprehend ic^^ on the 
other hand, the same experience taught him 
to have little fear. He had not advanced 
far towards them, before he espied his horse 
tied to a tree, saddled and bridled, and in 
such case as wbea he left him ; at which he 
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marvelled, being now accustomed to 
wonders of this land. So mount- 
pon him, he rode a little further, where 
et with two knights, who were of great 
re, and clad in the brightest and richest 
>ur that he had ever seen ; and they, 
out any words, couched their spears 
ist him. He encountered the first full 
I his shield, and the knight presently va- 
id away : the second burst his lance upon 
Paknerin veered round to requite him 
a blow of his sword, but he vanished ia 
manner as the other. 

1 Palmerin looking about, espied some 
about to draw up a bridge, which 
the passage over a moat of one of the 
jrs : at this he clapt spurs to his horse, 
galloped thither apace, so that he cross- 
he bridge before they could raise it, and 
re they could fasten the gate forced hit 
with them into a eouft, which was sur- 
ided with fair apartments. But though 
manner of this was worthy to be admired, 
giants who came out with huge macer 
heir hands did not give him leisure fot 
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tliis. This danger was more welcome toi 
Palmerin than the others which he had past} 
so leaping from his horse, he advanced €8 
foot to attack them with his wonted courage.' I 
The battle was soon finished, for all ttuft^ 
they were designed to do was in appearance^ 
and as soon as he touched them they dM 
solved into air, of which they were made; 
Then seeing that all the dangers which bai 
threatened him were illusions, he determined 
all which might yet present themselves to 
him as nothing more* 



And now looking to see how he might 
cend into the building, he perceived a litde> 
gate under some arches, and from thence a . 
flight of steps ascended so steep, that it w 
{I labour to climb them, so narrow tAstil 
was with difficulty a man could get up be* 
tween the walls, and so long, that the top of 
them was out of sight. Palmerin, desidtiiif' 
to see the end of his labours, adventured; tv - 
go up, and when he was a little way np fSis 
walls about him began to shake vehementljj 
so that sometimes he thought the vaulted 
xoof would fall in and crush him ; at othtf 
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is be was so squeezed between tbe sides 
he could not move. Long it was before 
ould gain the top^ but then the shaking 
ed^ and he found himself in a long open 
Dry, which was of marvellous workman- 
. At the end thereof there was a great 
r, made fast with three great locks and 
s of iron, and before the door lay a 
bty serpent, whose horri^e bigness not 
filled up the door-way, but likewise 
t part of the gallery ; the countenance of 
serpent was such, that the very sight <^ 
ruck fear to the heart ; and his eye above 
as so watchful^ that it seemed hopeless 
tempt aught against him by slight, if 
)uld not be obtained by force. About 
leck, upon a string, were hanged tbe 
that should open the three locks. Then 
lerin perceived that whoever would enter 
; use these keys ; and seeing the porter 
5o unsociable that he would give them to 
le, and that to take them from him against 
rill would be a hopeless endeavour, h6 
i awhile in doubt what he should do ; 
calling to mind the illusions of this 
?, be determined to attack him, anH a^- 
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vanced to strike. The serpent rose in anger, 
glowing with fire^ and breathing out flames 
from his mouth. But the danger quickened | 
Palmerin's courage, and seeing himself so 
engaged, he thrust his sword into one of his" 
huge nostrils. At this he snorted out such 
volumes of smoke as blackened the whole 
air, and fled out of the gallery with terrible 
roarings, whiqh seemed to shake the very 
earth. 

J 

The people seeing him fly over the city, and ' 

how fearful a monster he was, well judged 

that Palmeriu had been in some great danger; 

and though they were in great trouble for 

him, it was far greater pain to Selviam, who, 

though^he was free from bodily dangers, felt 

in his soul those of his master. 



When Palmerin saw himself delivered from 
this danger, and the smoke had dispersed, 
he found the keys on the ground, where- 
with he opened the locks, and entered into 
so fair a hall, and so marvellously wrought, 
that neither those in the island which he had 
won from Eutropa^ nor the[abode of Daliarte 
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in the Dark Valley, might compare with 
this* 

Entering then into other apartments, for there 
Mras none to oppose him, he saw that they 
were all of the same cunning workmanship, 
which made him highly account the rare 
knowledge of the king of Thrace, by whom 
such a work had been devised. Now, as the 
serpent was the last of these vain perils, no- 
thing more hindered him from approaching 
the true danger, which was the sight of Li- 
onarda, from which no human wisdom could 
secure him. So proceeding from one apart- 
ment to another, at last he heard the voices 
of women in one of the rooms, who as soon 
as they perceived him, being terrified at such 
a novelty as the sight of an armed man, fled 
from the apartment, leaping from some va- 
randas into a garden. Palmerin followed 
them into this garden, which seemed to him 
yet more worthy of admiration than all which 
he had seen within. He had not proceeded 
far^ when^ under the shade of some thick 
and green laurels^ round about a fountain 
of rarer and more marvellous fashion than 

J) 



he had ever beheld^ he saw some damseb 
seated, so fair that they seemed worthy to 
be in so fair a place ; and among them was 
Lionarda, . who in form and feature was 
more beautiful than the rest, beyond com- 
parison. They, when they saw him approach, 
rose up to receive him, knowing that by him 
tliey were released from that enchantment 
Lionarda welcomed him with that graceful 
courtesy which nature had imparted to her. 
Sir Knight, said she, though certes the ob- 
ligation wbteh of so great a debt as you 
have laid me under, cannot be discharged 
with words, yet I beseech you accept now 
the wish I have to requite you, in satisfaction 
for your deeds ; and hereafter, if time shall 
give me room to requite you better, stand- 
ing with mine honour, then shall you see the 
desire I have to recompense you what is due. 

Lady, he replied, abundant recompence for 
any atchievement, how great soever, is this 
sight, and this beauty, for one who should 
have a heart free enough to let him un- 
derstand so great a happiness. The things 
of this place are all so wonderful, that the* 



resent put the past out of remembrance ;— 
intreatyou tell me, if I have any greater 
ADger to pass, than this which you present 
efore me, for if there be 1 shall despair to 
ccomplish it. The hope of such great 
kings ought to be reserved for a gieater 
leart than mine. Now, though Lionarda of 
truth was so fair that fairer might not be, 
^hat she felt at these words sent up samo- 
est a colour into her countenance as made 
er appear yet fairer, for they seemed to 
ave in tbem that meaning which might well 
e suspected. She replied, I know not, sir 
[night, what danger you sustain at this 
resent ; all the dangers of this place were 
ided at such time as you came into this 
Irden. But then to break off their talk, 
lere came in the lords and governors of the 
ity, who seeing the serpent fly over the city> 
hich they knew to be the end of the en- 
lantment, came with full speed riding to 
le castle, where coming into the garden, 
ley humbled themselves on their knees be- 
)re the princess Lionarda, offering likewise 
) kiss the hand of Palmerin as their king ; 
ut he, whose resolution was otherwise, would 
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not suffer this^ but received tbein with equal' 
courtesy. It was not long before a letter ar- 
rived, Rent by queen Carmelia^ for the princess. 
She was received in the city, with all the feasts 
and rejoicing which the people could devise 
in so short a time. Palmerin was amazed, as 
he returned^ not to find that water which be 
had crost : for though he knew the other things 
to have been only visionary, this he thought 
had certainly been real. As soon as the)' reach- 
ed the palace, Lionarda was received by her 
grand-mother Carmelia, with as much joy as 
a thing so long desired, deserved. Palmerin 
was lodged in the same apartment as before, 
where Selviam disai'medhim, being full joyful 
to have his lord again, returned from so many 
dangers with such honour. This faithful love 
arose in him from that which Palmerin bore 
to him in hke manner ; for when it is otherwise 
the ingratitude of the lord makes the servant 
faithless. The damsel of Thrace brought him 
food, which is a necessary thing after labour ; 
for only with this and with repose can the 
wearied limbs support themselves. In the 
city they began to prepare feasts for the en- 



S9 

suing day ; every one expending according 
as hi& means permitted in different devices^ 
after the fancy of ^ach, different people, as 
is natural, devising different tilings* 
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CHAPTER 98. 



On the morrow after Lionarda's disenchant- 1 
ment, the people of all the district began to 
gather together to see their liege lady ; and 
the rejoicings began in such guise, that the 
preparations seemed made to the end that 
there should be no end to them : for gireat 
things have this in them, that they seem as 
if they could not come to an end. Eight 
days, at the request of queen Carmelia, Pal- 
merin remained in the court, appearing as 
goodly a man in the eyes of Lionarda, as 
she seemed fair a woman in the eyes of all. 
Now the chiefs of the kingdom seeing him 
not disposed to become their king, according 
to the will of Sardamante, took counsel to- 
gether sundry times in presence of Carmelia^ 



I 



and determined to make a speech to him. 
tipon the matter^ entrusting it to duke Ra- 
dialdo, he being a prudent and eloquent 
person. With this determination they went 
to the apartment of Palmerin^ who with 
Selviam, was preparing for his departure the 
following day ; and after some words of cour- 
tesy foreign to the purpose^ the duke began 
to say. Brave prince, inasmuch as I con- 
ceive it to be known to you, what com- 
mandment our deceased king Sardamante 
left to be performed in the marriage of the 
princess Lionarda, his grandchild and our 
liege lady, I may be excused from remind- 
ing you thereof. Now, it is not only right 
and reasonable for us to follow the command 
of a prince so wise and prudent in all things, 
and so little wont to err in any, but also 
highly unreasonable that what you with so 
great labour have gained, another should 
quietly enjoy ; and in this we should obtain 
a lord and king worthy of greater kingdoms. 
Peradventure, your exploits may have 
8o exalted you, that you may be disposed 
to disdain a thing of so great value ; but call 
to luind^ that oftentimes in the begioning^ 
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fortune doth hold forth hopes which after* 
wards prove vain, and when men discoyer 
this deceit^ they have neither time to wait 
longer, nor to enjoy other good^ if other she 
should then be disposed to grant. Much 
more too should you call to mind^ that it it 
the office of this same fortune more easily 
to humble the great than to exalt the lowly, 
and that human nature in princes^ as well ai 
in other men, is exposed to all sorts of cala- I" 
mity. Since therefore these hazards which \ 
the world brings to all who live in it, may bet* 
ter be ended by the certain blessings of for- 
tune than by her uncertain hope ; look now 
what you have in your own hand, and the I 
state which is ready for you, besides What ' 
by your royal descent hath been from yow 
birth prepared as your inheritance. With 
this increase of dominion you will be more 
feared by your enemies^ beloved by your 
friends, and endeared to your vassals^ if the 
increase of wealth do not pervert your con- 
dition ; a thing which oftentimes chancetb« 
Thus, finally, what you have gaiiied faith- 
fully in arms, you should possess quietly in 
peace. It would be disparagement to the 
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;li deserts and qualities of Lionarda, if 
hould speak of them to you, nor will I 
minit so great an error as to venture upon 
r praise. 'Only remember that men some- 
nes lose things which, when repentance 
>nies, they cannot recover. 

ir duke, replied Palmerin, if any thing 
lakes me decline so good a fortune, it is a 
relief that the merits of the lady Lionarda 
7ould not be bestowed on me according to 
heir worth. I leave her for such a one as 
he deserves, nor should you desire to bestow 
o ill one whom fortune reserves for a better 
ot» At this the damsel of Thrace, who was 
present in his chamber, exclaimed. Sir Pal- 
nerin, I know right well, that love hinder- 
5th yon to enjoy what your deeds hath de- 
tervcd, and in order that you may not be 
perfect, maketh you thus submit your rea- 
jon to your affection. Thus are your thoughts 
smployed on one who peradventure thinketh 
aot of you, yet maketh you forget one whom 
jrou might betterjremember. Little wonder, 
however, that in what so greatly concerns 
you, you should be so biind; for it is ceTlsivw 



that clear judgment is rarely found in a heart 
which is not at ease. I saw the proof of 
faithful love which you displayed in Consuu- 
tinople, and know, therefore, that the faith 
and love whereby you atchieved so great a^ 
adventure, have certain roots in you, which 
now prevent you from your guerdon here. 

The words of the damsel seemed reasonable 
to the duke and his company ; but seeing 
they could obtain no other answer of Pat 
merin, they returned again to queea Car- 
melia, and as the last remedy, determined to 
request of him that he would chuse a hus« 
hand for the princess, according as the king 
Sardamante had ordained : whereto Palme* 
Tin gladly agreed, saying, I account this 
honour, sirs, the greatest that ever fortune 
could send me, in suffering your princess ta 
join in marriage according to my mind: 
equal to her merits I cannot provide, for 
that I ween would be impossible ; but assure 
yourselves, that I shall bestow such a one 
npon her, as both she and you shall be con- 
tented to receive; the good be satisfied, and 
the bad have no reason to murmur. 



35 

Well pleased with this answer were the lords 
of Thrace, and they reported it to the queen 
Carmelia, who made such acceptation thereof 
as it deserved, consoling herself with this 
promise for her disappointment in that he 
would not himself accept the marriage of 
her grand-child. Lionarda was somewhat 
offended, and would have fallen into an- 
ger, had not the damsel of Thrace used 
these words "uiito her: Fair princess, me- 
thinks you should not think so ill of the 
constant faith and loyalty of Palmerin, who 
will keep his vow he hath made to her, which 
perhaps is nothing inferior to you in beauty 
and desert. What contentment could you ex- 
pect in marriage with one, who while he were 
with you would be remembering another? 
Palmerin hath a brother as comely a person 
as himself, as good a knight, and of such free 
affection, that he not only displayed no sign 
of true love in the cup, but made it blacker 
than any other had done. He may give you 
this brother, and thus satisfying your deserts^ 
you will have no cause for any offended re- 
membrances^ as aq^ong the virtuous no angry 
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thoughts are so great as those which arise 
frojQ such things as these. 
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Tlie damsel used her persuasions so well| 
that she made Lionarda cease to regret the . 
departure of Palmerin^ and begin to afiect 
his brother ; for they are by nature so varia- 
ble, that a few words can in a single minute, |_ 
efface what many days maj' seem to have 
rooted iu tlieir hearts. 

That same day Palmerin took his leave of 
her and of queen Carmelia, who took him 
aside^ and said^ Sir Palmerin, I will not 
waste time in proposing to you what you 
have already refused to those who could bet- 
ter than me propound it, only I will remind 
you, seeing my grand-child is at your dispo- 
sal, that you will increase your own honour 
by giving her such a lord as her birth 
and worthiness deserve. And if you think 
it good that I should send her to the court 
of the emperor Palmerin, where there is the 
flower of the chivahy of the world, this ] 
should wilUngly do, knowing that by the 
emperor she would be honourably intreated 
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and platted in the society of hisgrand-daugh- 
' ter and other princesses of high descent; and 
' that there are also all the chivalrous princes 
• Irho at this day bear arms^ from among whom I 
■ would fain that the successor to this kingdom 
should be chosen. Lady, replied Palmerin^ 
your intention appears to me as discreet as 
your actions have alway been. T should es- 
teem it the greatest honour that in all my 
lifetime might happen unto me : for that £ 
poisuade me, he would so well entertain her 
as the fair Polinarda^ who is his niece, with 
whom she would likewise greatly delight her- 
self. Furthermore, because all the chief 
knights of the world be at the court of 
Constantinople, I would gladly tliis king- 
dom should be ruled by such a prince as 
hath been trained up by that famous em- 
peror. 

The emperor will esteem this honour highly, 
and ekxtertain her according as she doth de- 
serve ; therefore I wish you to send her as 
soon asT may be, because the sooner she 
comelh, the better shall she be welcome. 

▼Ot. III. £ 
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I ttrill send my damsel i^iho carried the etip> 
said the queen^ because she is known tbere^ 
and also^ because I think that she is well qua- 
lified for any thing ; but in this also^ I would 
know your opinion, for without it I would 
do nothing. My judgment is^ he replied^ 
that your highness is wise in whatever yoq 
do^ for the damsel is fit for great things. So 
before he departed^ as these things had already 
been consulted upon between the queen and 
the nobles^ she called for the damsel^ giving 
faer to understand what was determined. 
Whereupoa there were letters of credit 
made for Iier: which done, Palmerin took 
leave of the queen and the fair Lionarda^ 
rejoicing to think that he was returning to 
that place where he so greatly wished to be; 
for neither her excellent beauty, nor great 
dominions, could for a moment shake his 
intentions. He rejoiced moreover to think, 
that here the feats of his brother Florian 
of the Desert would be requited, and he 
should find his resting-place. The next day, 
having heard mass, he departed, in the same 
arms, with the device of the tyger, from 
ifiich he was theucefotVVv c«.lled the kniglit 
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t Tyger> being accompanied with most 
e nobles forth of the city, where, after 

circumstances of friendly departing, 
left him. He travelled on in his jour*^ 
yielding his body to trouble, and hiit 

to his lady^ with .the fear which those 
;hts occasioned, losing all fear of any 
xp into which fortune might bring him ; 
emembering that to her disasters the 
i is as much exposed as the coward^ and 
;reat as the little* 
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Some days Plorendos and Aibayzar abodc^ff 
the castle of Dramorante, because of the 
wounds which Florendos had received in his- ^i 
battle with Astribor. Then having restored 
the castle to the damsel who had been his leech, 
they proceeded on their way toward Spain ; 
and because some adventures which they weat 
through were not such that we should here de- 
lay to speak of them, the history saith^ that 
they passed through the realm of France with- 
out approaching the court, because Floren- 
dos doubted the king, and queen Melicia his 
aunt, would stay him longer than he willingly 
would. 

Therefore continuing ouVv\^^^y> Tie came 
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o the kingdom of Navarre^ wherein on 
e second day they entered into a fair and 
>odly valley/ through the midst whereof 
lere ran a river of much water^ which had 
livers sons of trees planted about it, very 
>leasant to behold ; the sight hereof greatly 
revived the pensive mind of Florendos^ for it 
brought to remembrance the pleasantness of 
the waters of the Tagus, and the castle of Al« 
inourol; and this pensiveness waxed the more 
when, within a while, they espied by the river 
side a castle of marvellous fabric^ whereto 
as they were about to advance themselves, 
they beheld a damsel accompanied with two 
esquires on foot, preparing herself towards 
them. Having reached them^ and perceiving 
that only Floreados was armed, to him she 
addressed herself after this sort : 

Sir knight, Amalta, princess of Navarre, 
my lady, sends to say, that since fortune hath 
led yoii hither, you must now of three things 
i^buse one ; either you must return to th e 
place from whence you came ; or you must 
swear that she is the only princess of beauty 
in the whole world, andent^r combat as lon^ 
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as you live with any that dare mamtain the 
contrary ; or you must make promise, Ibat 
you will never exercise arms except in an ad* 
venture wliich she shall enjoin. If you cannot j 
put on the mind to satisfy my lady's will, y6u ^ 
must endure the perils of this valley, and die I 
in perpetual imprisonment, here provided ^ 
for those who dare endue themselves with 

the hardiness to refuse to obev the conditions 

•I 

I have told you, repenting their error when 
repentance nothing profiteth them. No^ . 
on my own part, for you seem to me to be 
young and gentle, I counsel you to take 
your oath in maintenance of her beauty, 
considering you shall justify in this nothing 
but a truth, and that he who fights for the 
truth liath the victory certain. • 

Lady, answered Fiorendos, any one of the 
things wliich you command me to do, I 
Jivji.Ud do with a very, ill will> and that 
which vou counsel me with the worst. The 
ati'v nture to which you would have me 
t »vcai 1 would fain understand ; for it may be, 
thai if I can serve her in it, doing at the 
sdMc time what becomes myself, I may not 
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Sir^ alifiw^r^d the damsel^ the enterprize is 
I So full of doubt unto tbe hardiest knights, 
[ that first we receive their oaths, before we 
discover to them the will of the priocess^ 
irhereof if they should be acquainted before- 
hand, they would not advance themselves 
to undertake it. Then, said Florendos, we 
are come to th^ point. I will not promise 
any thing without knowing what it is ; and 
vill rather prove that wherewith you threaten 
me, than assent to what you require, i 
thought I counselled you well, said the dam- 
sel, but since you think otherwise,, see what, 
is to come: and so saying she returned to 
the castle of her lady, from whence, in short 
space after, came forth six knights gallantly 
mounted and armed, bearing their lances 
downward. Don Cavalier Luckless, said 
they, for that our lady hath been so courte- 
ous as to demand, and tbou so impudent as 
thou wilt needs deny, thou shalt know that 
we may, can, and will compel thee. Few 
words and sweet! answered Florendos. Your 
lady may do much, but not command : you 
as much, but not compel ; and for myself, I 
vrill neither command nor compel^ but bid 
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you heartily welcome to what you dare do. k, 
At these words they gave the spurs to their j,^ 
horses^ and all six fetched their career against { . 
bim at once ; and though he was ready^ yet j. 
was the encounter so mighty that it burst hit 
girts and brought him to the ground. He 
had overthrown one and left bis lance Ia ;_ 
him, and sword in hand now thought to re- i 
sist the others ; but all five rode at him to ^ 
trample him under foot. The sight of thU ^ 
villainy moved Albayzar to immeasurable ^ 
grief, and he felt more at wanting his ar« :: 
mour in such an extremity than if he had 
lost half his dominions. 

Florendos thought to shun the peril, but ope . 
of the horses ran against him and threw bim 
down ; before they could turn and ride over 
him he had risen, and protected himself by 
the trunk of a tree, being so bruised by the 
fall that it seemed as if all his boi^es bad 
been ground to pieces, On^ of them, as 
they turned again upon him, seeing him 
thus, said, These are not the helps that can 
save you ; better is it to yield yourself pri- 
soner before it costs you more. I had ra- 



t\icr, answered Florendos, endure the death, 
j, than render myself into the hands of so vile 
^' a crew ; if you have not courage enow to do 
\ battle with me one by one, but will come all 
^ at once, let it at least be on foot, and I will 
"' shew you how much the virtue of one good 
knight is above the brutish manners of many 
\ bad ones. Whereunto one of the knights re- 
plied, I see no reason why you should so 
much presume on yourself ; there is no one 
of us but thinketh himself able enough to 
compel you to submit yourself, and so little 
account do we make of the vanquishing you, 
that for that reason we deal with you all to- 
gether.; nevertheless, seeing you fancy you 
would have a better chance on foot, on foot 
you shall see us. Whereupon they alighted 
and jcame together to assail him. But he, 
being full of rage and melancholy, and hav- 
ing now less fear of them, made at them witb 
such fury as their baseness inspired in him, 
smiting a-right and a-left, and dealing such 
mighty and terrible strokes, that in short 
time they repented that they left their horses : 
for though these knights were both for 
strength and practice in arms the best «f all 



46 

Kavaire^ they could not so defend themtj 
.selves from the fury of Florcndos, buttbH. 
in short space they were sorely ha&dledj and 
one of them lay flat upon tlie field with • 
blow upon the head^ which had reached hi| 
brain. He too had received some wound% 
from which much blood issued; but the. 
wrath with which he fought did not let him 
feel them. Contrariwise, seeing that it be* 
hoved him toxenew his endeavours^ for they 
shewed no weakness yet, he continued his de- 
voir so gallantly toward the other four, that be 
laid two of them along, and lopt off the sword 
arm of a third by the elbow. The one who 
was left, seeing his comrades in such plight, 
thought it better to die with them than yield 
himself to a man, in whom he knew not 
whether any mercy would be found: and ia 
this despair his strength aud courage were 
f edoubled, so that he fought better than at 
first; but all was little against Florendos, 
who laid such load of blows upon him as 
soon brought him to the groynd senseless. 
And as he was unlacing his helmet to part 
his head froii^ his shoplders, the princes^s 
Arnaltfi came out, accompanied with her 
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unsels, to save the life of this knight, who 
as her cousin-german, saying, Sir knight, 
• the end thatyoi^ may not sully this great 
ctory, by slaying him who hath no power 

defend himself, I beseech you that you 
3uld give me the life of this knight. And 

for the wrong you have suffered, amends 
ay be made, 1 put myself to accomplish 
ly thing that it shall like you to ordain, 
rovided always, that my honour and autho- 
ty be no way impeached thereby. Madam, 
aswered Florendos, though life should not 
e granted to such as employ themselves in 
ich base attempts, nevertheless I wiH not re- 
Jse you any thing; tell me, I beseech you, in 
squital, why you cause to be maintained this 
ustom. 

>ir knight, answered Uie princess, lest by 
onger staying, your wounds may turn to 
greater danger, go with me into the castle, 
where, having provided to redress your hurts, 
iQd those of my knights, I will not fail to 
uiswer in what you please. Upon this they 
^vent in, and Amalta caused one of her 
damsels to see the curing of 4ili»-^isaoA%> 
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which in sooth were in no greater 
than that he might easily travel the d. 
lowing. After tliis was done^ and tb 
knights were dressed^ and those buri< 
were slain^ she took Florendos by the 
and seeing him so young and gentle^ tl 
it much that h« should have made his 
«ss so nobly known against her knighl 
then as she contemplated him^ came 
remembrance Plorian of the Desert : 
age was the same^ and he had a som 
of his air ; and this remembrance ca 
crimson colour to auiount into her c 
so that all her face delivered a lovely 
They seated themselves in a windo 
prospect whereof was over a fair ri 
river, and she spake unto him in this m 

I know well, sir knight, that the cus 
my castle seemeth urito you to be or 
against all reasonable regard ; but ! 
mKlerstood for what occasion I mainta 
this order, you will not be any ways of 
thereat. It is so, sir, that the king my 
kaving me in the custody of sundry 
pf tbijs teahn of Navarre^ he desired, 
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t his very hour of deaths that they would 
e I should be married to mine own pleasure 
id contentment. Attending which time, I 
ithdrew myself^ for honesty, into a castle 
»me four leagues from hence, situate in a 
ir place and pleasant, and apart from po- 
alar frequentation ; where having sojourned 
while, there chanced to arrive a young and 
3mely knight, whose qualities seemed to 
le of such desert that I desired to match 
ith him, holding opinion, that in him I 
)ould justly satisfy my father's command- 
tent, and give myself a husband worthy of 
y rank and person. But he being come 
cm the castle of Almourol, was so ena- 
lOured that he rejected my will, and held 
y words at nought. Whereupon I caused 
im to be put in prison, which was easily 
fected, because he was unarmed, purposing 
)t to release him.. Such however was his 
rtune, that there came another knight unto 
lat place, called Florian of the Desert, 
bom you do very much resemble ; I know 
)t whether you be a-kin to him. His beha- 
our gained such power over me, that he 
it only made me get my prisoQer eit )ibtt\.^ > 
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but did witli me what he would, promisixif r 
to return to visit ine again^ and giving me Ic: 
some hope that he would marry me. But !^ 
after that I had attended him long time, afid \^ 
saw him not to return according to promise, Iz 
I conchided mvself to remove into this val- 
ley, which is a great pass for travellers, and t 
here by force to make those swear who pro* : 
fesscd arms, that they should not break '- 
spear, nor put armour on their backs, against 
any other ivnight than this only one who 
hatii offered me this great despight, til) he 
should be brought prisoner unto me. And 
1 held this opinion, that some valiant knight 
Imppening into this place, would either dis- 
charge this vow, or by maintaining that the 
beauty of Miraguarda might in no respect be 
equalled with mine, cause Florian, who is 
curious in searching such haughty adven- 
tures, to come prove the contrary against 
him, and by one or other of these ways J 
might have h'im ia my power. 

Some knights, fearing the peril, have bi^n 
glad to. return ; many have swprn themselves 
t9 ddwd my beauty, and ^ de^^xtftd without 
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battle ; others who would not submit to eith(!r 
condition^ my knights have taken, and some 
of these were of such prowess as well nigh 
to put them to the worst; and thus it hath 
been, sir, till you have marred all. 

Madam, answered Florendos, I know well 
the knight of whom you speak, and assure 
yourself that very hardly shall you bring him 
into this place, without he list himself; nor 
should you marvel although lie be forgetful 
in satisfying his promise ; for as soon as 
these things are over be thinks no more of 
them. The knights who maintain the quar- 
rel of your beauty have reason to do won- 
ders, and for this your person is sufficient, 
though you had no such custom : such as 
you withhold by imprisonment, I beseech 
you bestow them on me ; they shall be able 
to honour you more by their knightly ser- 
vice, being at liberty, than you shall advan- 
tage yourself by keeping them in servitude. 
Sir, answered Amalta, I cannot refuse what 
yon desire ; but what shall I do, for by your 
words you make me out of hope. The im« 
prisoned knights sbo]} be deliyer^d ;$ou, ^Ti<i 
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I give into your hands the keys of tlie pti- 1 
son. She then took them from a string which I 
shewore round hernaist, and Flo rendos deli- I 
vered them to Albayzar, who would hiniMlf I 
go to release them. He found them below in I 
a dark vault, hut in no rigorous; prison, fur the I 
cuiiditiuii ul'llit: lady uf llie (;aatte wusuotMi 
cruel. Then opening the locks he took them 
out, and as he was disarmed, some among 
them knew him by the light of two torch^ 
nrhich were carried before him ; for they had 
seen him at Constantinoplej in the mainte- 
Bance of the beaoty of Targiana ; and now 
seeing themselves delivered^ and yet perceiv- 
ing that he was without arms, they knew 
not what to think. But when they were 
come up, they perceived their liberty to be 
by the means of Florendos ; then they threw 
themselves at his feet: and he, among others 
whom he knew, seeing Bkndidon, Flora- 
man, Koramonte, and Tenebror, thought th« 
more of hii victory. Arnalta now seeing 
the day gave place to the night, and that it 
Kas time to have some refection, her at- 
tendantii prepared supper for Florendos and 
the kaigbts thai eauve <ni% f^i ^liMti., to whom 
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; gave such stately entertainment as if 
; banquet had been of many days pre- 
ation. This sprang from anew affection 
ich she had conceived ; nor was it to be 
ndered at, considering her condition, and 
It the prowess of Florendos, which she 
1 witnessed, made her forget former cares, 
jreover, his courteous words had won her ; 
they, when they are good, win over con- 
ry wills. 
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CHAPTER 100. 



That night Florendos slept in the castle of 
Arnalta unwillingly, for he perceived incli- 
nations in her which were hateful to his con* 
dition ; and no sooner was it, day, hut he 
arose and put on his armour, which was 
much defaced, by reason of his sore fight; 
and after taking his farewell, as also of 
Blandidon^Tenebror, and Roramonte, in no 
case would he leave the company of FIo- 
raman, because since the time that they had 
met in the woods, they twain had been such 
friends that their affection to each other en- 
dured as long as they lived ; a thing much 
to be esteemed, because we every day see 
how changeable such things be. Arnalta 
remained so greatly passionate for his de«» 
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>arture, that she ndw began to devise means 
^f vengeance upon Flortndos, forgetting 
Rorian, even as if she had never seen him ; 
n this not differing from the true nature of all 
roraankind, which is for any present passion, 
low light soever, to put clean out of remem- 
brance the past, even though such as ought not 
obe forgotten ; and being in this mood when 
he took farewell of the restored prisoners, 
he could not use such gracious behaviour as 
he had done the day before. Florendos rid 
certain days in the company of Albayzar ai^d 
?loraman, who had concluded to travel to the 
:astle of Almourol to see wh^t entertainment 
Hiraguarda would make to Florendos, and 
•hetber she could now find, contrary to her 
3rmer custom, his noble employed service 
greeable to her curious nature. These three 
nights following their way, they perceived 
Fter they were entered far within the realm 
f Spain, at the foot of a mountain, a knight 
f greal stature, standing between two great 
Qd wide branching ash trees : he was armed 
1 greeu armour, and bare in his shield a 
hite bull, in a field of sable; he was 9 
lounted on a goodly bay horse^ and ^al^sc^ 
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vell^ and vras of such goodly semblance him* 
self, that he seemed well to become arms. Be- 
fore they came up to him^ an esquire stcpt to 
them, who delivered his mind after this order: 



Sirs, the keeper of these ash trees giveth you 
to understand that he hath maintained this 
passage a long time against all knights: not 
that he hath desire to offer any knight dis- 
courtesy, but only to satisfy the will of a 
lady whom he serves. Therefore, if it may 
stand with your liking, to grant such things 
as he will demand, the passage shall be free 
for you ; but if you enterprise to do the con- 
trary, he will put in trial to make you confess 
perforce, that which you cannot reasonably 
deny or refuse to grant. 

Declare unto us, quoth Florendos, first the 
will of thy master, and then we will make 
thee answer ; for hardly can we determine of 
the matter whereof we are ignorant. 

You have to confess, answered the enquire, 
that Arnalta, the princess of Navarre, is the 
fairest creature under heaven^ and most 
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Worthy of knightly service. It seems to me, 
aid Albayzar, that her knights have found one 
perform this condition, rather than do 
»ttle with them. A bad business he will 
lave of it if he thinks to follow it long. You 
lay tell your master, said Florendos to the 
squire, what you have heard this knight 
ay. While the esquire was returning, Flo- 
aman, who had laced on his helmet, and 
ighted himself in the saddle, desired Floren- 
los that he would grant him the combat, 
nd gave the spurs to his horse. The attaint 
ras well delivered on either side, and as both 
rere especial knights, they were both dis- 
lounted : they recovered themselves prom pt- 
ly and set their hands to their swords, where- 
ith they began to strike one another fiercely, 
sing such knightly dexterity as manifested 
icir practice in arms. This was a notable 
attle, and became so fearful a one, that Flo- 
endos and Albayzar delighted to behold it. 

Lndfor that Floraman was reputed for one of 
he good knights of the world, they seeing 
low little he had the vantage of his opponent, 
leld the other in mor« account, and ta^i* 
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veiled why so brave a man should have 
chosen to keep that pass, rather than do 
battle with Arnalta's knights. The combat 
now became more furious,and Floraman, re- 
membering that Florendos and Albayzar^ 
who were very princes of valour, beheld 
him, fought with such ardour^ that his whole 
strength and courage were displayed to their 
full extent : and the other also, whom bis 
love for Arnalta bound not to spare himself^ 
did wonders as welL 

These two knights continued combat so long, 
that they were constrained to take breath ; 
upon which the strange knight, rejoicing 
thereat, began to use this language towards 
Floraman. I know not, sir knight, why we 
should kill one another without cause. You# 
in confessing that my lady Arnalta is the 
fairest woman in the world, and the most 
worthy to be served, would confess the truth ; 
now this being clear, what reason can bind 
you to maintain a falsehood, since certain it 
is, that he who combats upon a false quarrel^ 
hath the victory doubtful. A greater false- 
Jigod would it be, replied FJoramun, to admit 



59 

\Fhatth6u sayest*to be truth; Arnalta may 
be fair, and worthy to be served ; nevertheless, 
the world enjoyeth some such, to whom she 
may in no wise be equalled. I have in time 
past loved a lady myself, in respect of whom 
I will rather die, than accord to the error 
vrhich thou wouldst have me confess. 

Floraman had no sooner concluded his 
speech, but they returned afresh to the com- 
bat, charging one another more furiously 
than they had done before, so that it could 
not be judged whether the one had any ad- 
vantage of the other, they maintained the 
fight so bravely. But in the end, the knight 
that kept the passage began by a little and 
a little to feel that feebleness somewhat as- 
sailed him, and that stroke by stroke his 
sword turned in his hand, and his armour 
vras broken in many places. The armour of 
Floraman was in no better case thah his 
enemy's, but he followed his strokes more 
wisely, and was in better wind ; and when 
they drew back a second time, seeing the 
weakness of his opponent, and being of a 
Qoble nature^ he wished to isee if he could 
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make bim desist from the battle without loK 
of life ; whereupon he spake to him in tiib 
manner : ^ 

t 

Sir knight^ you see very well that the trotk [^ 
of your enter prize is not so clear as yoa P 
judged it; confess therefore that there are "^ 
other ladies in the world whose beauty Ar- 
nalta may no way parallel, even though she 
be fair as you say she is. I know well, sir, 
said tbe knight of the passage, that the weak- 
ness whereinto you sec me brought, induceth 
you to prove me with rvjch persuasions; 
certes, what I maintain is the truth, but I am 
of so little worth, and you of so nmch, that 
you, in maintaining falsehood, succeed against 
me. 1 have the worst of the battle, and now 
know that its end and mine must be the same ; 
but I shall finish what I have begun, not de- 
siring to live except 'it be to defend this 
truth, nor to die in any other cause. At the 
same instant that he finished these words, 
he charged Fioraman afresh, who caught 
him in his arms, and with little effort over- 
threw him. Florendos and Albaysar theo 
came to him^ being grieved to tee bim in 
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plight, for they judged that he must he 
i dead ; and taking off his helmet, the air 
\ brought him to himself^ and they perceived 
that it was Albanis of Frisa, the prince of 
Denmark ; at which Floraman was little con- 
tent, attributing it to his ill fortune^ for he 
^ was his great friend* 

They bore him to the house of an old knight, 
whose abode was in the mountain ; and as 
they went they demanded of him upon what 
occasion he undertook so bad an enterprize. 
Sirs, answered Albanis, I came one day into 
the valley where the princess Amalta hath 
an abode, the pleasantest in the world ; and it 
so chanced that at the time when 1 happened 
there, she was enjoying herself upon the 
banks of the river, it being evening. Seeing 
her so beautiful, together with other graces 
which I found in her^ I remained her vowed 
servant in good will ; and because no knight 
vho entered that valley might pass through it 
without chusing to perf<H'm one of three 
things, I undertook to approve against all 
wandering kni^ts, tjiat she was the fairest 
person in the worlds that heing one of Ae 
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three ; and this I clid> not in any fear of bef 
knights, but because the afiection whichi bad 
conceived made her verily appear so unto me. 

Now I am fallen into the hands of sir Plora« 
man, and what I regret is not the loss of 
victory, for being overcome by him I ac^ 
count that no loss; but that which maketh 
me grieve is, that I lose the hope that till this 
hour I entertained. They who make pro- 
fession of arms, sir Albauis, said Florendosy 
ought not to be abashed when any change 
befalls them. Arnalta meriteth much, yet 
not so much as that she should obscure the 
merits of others who are in nothing her in- 
feriors; you should rejoice that this disaster 
hath befallen you before your friends ; for had 
it been otherwise you would have had more 
C^use for sorrow. 

With this they arrived at the house of the 
knight^ who received them gladly, for tha 
he was accustomed to lodge all wanderinj 
knights ; and such diligent attendance wa 

• 

used, that the wounds of Albanis were meet! 
l^eaJed^ and jcertain days he was accompanie 
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le prince Florendosand his companions^ 
lay which was sorely irksome to Floren- 
for the desire he had to reach the castle 
Imourol. Yet he dissembled this, and 
;d his own inclinations, to gratify his 
ds. This is one of the advantages of the 
, that they are thanked even for what 
do unwillingly. 
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CHAPTER 101. 
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This historv maketh mention, how the em- 
peror was one day in the empress's chain- 
her^ accompanied with the worthiest lords of 
his empire^ when the damsel of Thrace en- 
tered the door^ who was well known by all 
since she had been there wiih the adventure 
of the cup. She looked round the house, 
and because she saw not the knights which 
were accustomed to be there, it seemed to 
her as if that could not be the court of the 
emperor Palmerin. Great was the joy at her 
coming, and great the expectation. The 
emperor received her with a gracious wel- 
come, desirous to learn what had happened 
to Palmerin in the adventure of Lionarda. 
Whoso had then turned his eyes upon the fair 
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rda, might well have seen her fears in 

langes of her countenance : for it is 

for those who live in fear easily to 

art. 



nd mighty prince^ said the damsel^ 
that Palmerin hath finished ^he en- 
lent of my lady the princess Lionarda^ 
; through all the perils of the adven- 
safety, and with the greatest honour 
1 be said. The whole discourse whereof 
en delivered in circumstance. BuV 
ihe came to report the manner of his 
; the lake, wherewith the isle was 
ssed round about, the danger of the 
ind the fashion how he was drawn up, 
press and her ladies were so' overcome' 
ear, that the colour in their cheeks 
to alter. 

i heard reported, said the emperor, 
»trange adventures, and have atchieved 
nyseif in my time, but I never either 
heard of any so perilous as this. Well 
; appear that the cunning and discre- 
king Sardamante were different from 
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those of other men, and the prowess pf Pal*' \ 
merin above nil other ; for I know not \th6 
else that had seen himself in sneh dismaji 
would have had courage or prudence to ex- 
tricate himself. The damsel went on to re- 
late all the rest as it happened^ saying, that 
which above all appeared to us most worthy 
of wonder, was, to see him free from theltyt; 
that is to say, from ihe beauty of I^onarda, 
which is in truth so much to be lauded, t|iat 
it seemeth as if nature here putting forth all 
her skill, had made her to be the ver}' proof 
and sample of perfection. But he is alto- 
gether blinded, and his heart is affectionately 
placed elsewhere ; for love hath had power 
over him to make him reject both the beauty 
and the inheritance of Lionarda, two things 
which are so rarely united in the same per- 
son ; rejecting marriage with her, which was 
offered him by her people ; so that it was 
finally determined she should wed with whom 
he thought good, according to the testa- 
ment of king Sardamante, her grandfather. 
And therefore, queen Carmelia, her 'grand- 
mother, hath chosen that the princess 
should sojourn awhile in your court, that the 
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hvsband whom Palmerin shall appoint for 
her may be one of the knights of this hoase^ 
lad she, in the mean time, remain in thfi 
company of the princess Polinarda^as also of 
otker noble ladies, wherewith your renowned 
court is plentifully -enriched; whose gracious 
conversation may not only entertain the heart 
o( Lionarda with the precious dignity of 
unspotted virtue, but also, by imitating their 
koqourable examples, she may retain their 
ftiendship and manners also, a better patri* 
mony than worldly possessions. Concerning 
this she asked advice of Palmerin, who not 
only liked well of the intent, but charged me 
in his name to request this favour of yoii. 
And queen Carmelia biddcth ftie say to you^ 
that you should reme^pber^ how you hav« 
never yet denied t<r any one, any request 
Mrhifh seemed just, as this is, and moreover^ 
one which being granted, will so gveatly bind 
i>otli her and the whole kingdom of Thrace 
:o your service. To this effect she coni- 
nanded me to present'your majesty \vith this 
ler letter, of credit. 

The emperor took th^k^lettefi whlcll v«'lv«a 
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he YibA perused^ he thus framed his answari 
Discreet dainsel^ I give you thanlu for th^ 
good n^ws you have brought me of my 
grandson Palmerin> and God grant my power 
may stretch so far as to requite yoii iK^cord^ 
yig as you have worthily iperi^ed. 

And for the lady^ the love, of whom caused 
him to reject the princess I^ionarda, I know 
not by what means she c^n requite bini» 
though the hearts of the enamoured are sa- 
tisfied with little. And where you desire I 
would yield my copsent^ that the princess 
might come to remain in my courts assure 
yourself^ that I think myself more highly 
honoured by such a request than ever yet I 
have b^n ; and the longer her coming is de- 
layed, the more I shall think myself a loser. 
And the better to declare how grateful I ac* 
cept her coming hither, I give to you the 
county of Selim, to be your portion, which by 
leaspn of the de^tfi of count Arlao, remaineth 
vacant, he not haying left any heirs to pos- 
sess the same. The damsel threw herself at 
the emperor's feet, and the emperor raised 
bcf up^ giyiug her his hand, which he was 
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not accustomed to do to any stranger, ex- 
cept when he conferred soiae signal favour. 

The damsel then behaved herself in the sam^ 
manner of duty to the empress, as she would 
bave done toward Primaleon and Gridonia^ 
but they by their courtesy made stay of her 
hamble offer ; whereupon she turned to the 
nnperor, and delivered her mind in these 
noris: The bounty which your majesty hath 
rduchsafed me, I accept when I shall come 
tere with my lady Lionarda, to possess toge- 
lier with the husband whom it shall please 
roa to appoint for yomr service ; and as a 
till greater bounty do I receive the answet 
my embassy, being such as I wished. And 
low I am eager to return ; see therefore what 
font majesty will command, for I cannot 
irevail upon myself to tarry a single day^ 

Damsel, answered the emperor, it shouli 
ike me well, if you made some abode her^ 
rest yourself; but since you like better to 
lepart, be it as you will. Then she took het 
^ave of the emperor, and sjl his company^ 
nd came to the chamber of Poliuard^i who 
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had secretly withdmwa herself with Dra* 
xnaciana to eiyoy dioae joyful tidingt: anc 
when the damsel, coming to take leave of hei 
alflOj, saw her more nearly than she had done 
hefore, she who was discreet in all thingS; 
presently began to conjecture^ that it was 
the beauty of this princess which had causec 
Palmerin lo ri^fuse the government of Thrace 
in which slxe was fully confirmed by seeing 
how particularly she enquired about all thing 
concerning him. Polinarda honoared th< 
damsel with very princely courtesy^ and gav< 
her jewels and things of her own person o 
great value ; and she desired her> that sh< 
would be the messenger of her unfeigne< 
good will to the princess Lionarda^ whon 
she besought to come unto the court thi 
f pon^r for her sake. T^e damsel made pra 
mi^ to. perform ^very thing to the utter 
most ; so departing from the princess^ sh< 
went from the palace to her lodging, wber< 
she found other honourable presents^ whicl 
the empress and Gridonia had sent unto her 
y^ith the which she departied, more rich an< 
mofe qont^xited th^ ^he cam^. 
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Leave we the damsel on her journey, and 
letum to the knight of the Tyger, who, after 
he departed from the kingdom of Thrace, 
took the way to Constantinople, that being 
the only place where his passionate thoughts 
could find' their certain repose. Thus tra- 
velling on, one day about the hour of sunset 
he arrived in a wilderness far from any 
houses or resort of people, where riding 
along, he heard the trampling of a great 
many horses ; and casting his eye that wiay 
where he heard the noise, he espied ten or 
twelve armed knights galloping overthwart 
the forest, as men who were hastening upon, 
some business of great import. Whereupon 
he laced on his helmet, meaning to follow 
them. While he was thus employed he saw 
another knight coming more leisurely along 
the same track, by reason his horse had re- 
ceived an attaint in one of his legs. To him 
Palmerio drew nigh and said. Can you tell 
me, sir, who yobder knights are, or for what 
reason they* travel ^o fast? You have little 
need to know, replied the other, but as your 
acquaintance with the cause can neither 
hurt them with your malice, nor pleasure 
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them with your aid, 1 am content- to resolTt 
you in what you request. 

You shall understand, suTj that three leagaa 
off there is the castle of a lady, who hath a 
daughter fair and with a fair patrimony; 
with whom a knight named Felistor, is very 
desirous to marry, the chief of those whom 
you see yonder ; but by reason of old feuds 
between her father and his, her lady mother 
will not suffer her to be so bestowed,, and 
hath now given her to be espoused to an- 
other principal knight of this country, named 
Kadiamar. Felistor, knowing that to-mor- 
row they mean to remove her to another 
castle, where the marriage is to take place, 
is going this night to lay an ambushment in 
a little wood, by which they must of neces- 
sity pass, that he may take her by force and 
marry her himself, and slay those who shall 
seek to defend her; andhemakeththis^peed 
that he may arrive in time to ambush him- 
self, without being perceived, the place 
being fiir distant. My horse stumbled over 
the root of a tree, and can now scarcely 
^tand upon the right foie»teg» and I am, 
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ready to die with ye^ration tHat I shall not 
be able to arrive in time. If therefore there 
be so much courtesy in you, lend me your 
borse, for that whereon your squire rideth 
doth not seem so good. I will receive it 
as a great favour^ and may perhaps here- 
after requite it on a better occasion. 

Certes, answered Palmerin, upon men whose 
intention is so bad, nothing could be well 
bestowed ; and therefore as I found you, I 
leave yon, being so desirous to be with your 
companions, that I cannot at this time stay 
to make you the answer which your folly 
deserves ; and with that he posted to over- 
take Felistor. Ah ! quoth the strange knight^ 
thou makest overmuch haste to thine own 
misfortune; the simplest of them before 
thee is sufficient for a hundred such as thee, 
and thou art for fighting with all of them ! 
When I come up I shall find you and your 
conceit both brought to an end, and your 
horse waiting for me, who shall have no 
thanks to give thee for it. He of the Tyger 
had attained such length of ground, that 
he heard him not, neither if he had would 
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he have turned; for noble hearts are not 
moved by trifled, and the veryest trifles 
rouse an arrogant one' to anger. 

On he went pursuing their track till nighi 
closed in, and it became so diCtk that he conic 
not see how to follow them any further bj 
the tread of their horses ; still, however, s( 
great was his desire to come up with them 
l3iat he rode on, guessing his course ; til 
towards mornings boih their horses being ^ 
weary that they could scarcely move, the^ 
alighted and took off their bridles to let thi&ti 
rest while the day broke; which it ha< 
scarcely done when he mounted and pro 
ceeded on his pursuit, being grievonsl; 
moved that he could discover no tracfe g 
them ; — for it is the nature of a great mine 
not to have patience in that Which it gteatl 
desires. 
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CHAPTER 102^i 






The knight of the Tyger so long pursued the 
fije^ch in vain^ that he had almost spent one 
half of the day. In the mean while^ FeUstor 
I)a(l kuowledge given him by his spies^ that 
th^ lady and her daughter were set forth oa 
tbeir way> v'tjih only four knights in com- 
pany; £x> sallying out upon tfaem^ as they 
•were taken by surprise .he easily overcame 
ihem^ took thq ladies^ and made them turn 
back .by that way from whence they came. 
The knight of the Tyger, being now dmost 
in despair, for by this time the noon was 
past, saw him with the lame horse crossing 
the forest in a different direction, who had 
gored the belly of his beast with incessantly 
spurring him. He seeing the knight of the 
Tyger, and recognising him, stept till he 
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emme up. Sir knight^ said hc^ I perceive 
that either you have not wished to encoun- 
ter my companions, or else you mean to 
lend me your horse, which I will not now 
receive, because I will not be so much be- 
holden to you. I know not, answered the 
knight of the Tyger, whether you would 
thank me for him or not, but if you had a bet- 
ter I would borrow him of you whether yoi 
i¥ould or no, because I would follow th< 
intent I have enterprized, and give aid t( 
those whose necessity requires it. I canno 
chuse but laugh, said the strange knight, ii 
that you having spent the whole night ii 
sleeping, would now persuade me that yoi 
lost your way. Yonder they arc, just toppinj 
the hill ; and they have got the damsel— 
for I see petticoats. Now, sir, shall yoi 
have opportunity enough to fulfil your wisb 
if your stomach serve you. 

He of the Tyger cast his eyes that way, ani 
as they were yet at some distance had time t 
lace on his helmet, and to have his girth 
fatitenedj and to seatiiimself well in the saddle 
a^ was needful, when he bad to deal with a 
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AaDjr. They who eanxe witli the damsel were 
4U>t more than 3ix^ for the re$t were gone for* 
Ward to secure her mother's castle. He chose 
Out an open spot for the meetings and took 
his post there. 

f elistor came,0Q with bis helmet ia his handi 

talking to the damsel^, who made him no 

answer^ but lamented bitterly. Her mother 

came upon s^ palfrey with her face uncovered, 

so disconsolate and sad, that she seemed to 

give no heed to any thing. He of the Tyger 

waited till they were passing him, and then 

took the bridle of the damsel's palfrey aod 

stopt it, saying. Lady, if to be delivered 

from the hands of these who are leading you 

away will dry your tears, begin now to be 

contented; small force will serve to chastise 

the wicked, for they . carry with them the 

cause of their own overthrow. 

Felistor hearing this, became so melancholick 
that he 'had no power to make any answer; 
and without taking either helmet or shield 
from his squire who carried them, he drew 
out bk sword to kill him ; but he of the Ty^et 
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came down on him with one of his wonte 
blows^ which' finding the head unarmed^ en 
tered into the brain^ and laid him dead ; the 
turning to the others^ who now beset him o 
all sides^ he began to do wonders. .Th 
damsel seeing him in this press, and doubt 
ing that he would be able to atchieve S4 
great an adventure, and moreover afraii 
lest they should kill her, gave her palfrey 
the bridle^ and struck into the thickest o 
the forest. The knight of the Tyger pei 
ceiving this, and fearing that some mishaj 
might befaU her if he did not come up wit] 
her in time^' quickened his strokes in sue] 
sort, that when he had slain three of them 
the rest fled, and he with the lame horse 
came and humbly yielded himself, desirin| 
that he would not remember what word 
had passed from him. 

The lady seeing her enemies so happily van 
quished, received in her heart uiispeakabl< 
joy ; but when she looked about^ and could no 
see her daughter, her joy was turned int( 
sorrow ; she fell down before the knight o 
the Tyger^ giving him thanks for his nQbl< 
succour, and beseeching him, since he ha< 
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with such peril delivered her from her ene- 
mies^ he wouid now lend her his assistance 
till she had found her daughter^ for without 
ber this victoiy would be a thing of small 
contentment to her. 

Madam^ quoth the knight of the Tyger, 
thank the deeds of your enemies for this 
victory against them ; such ill ones do al- 
ways receive their righteous recompencc^ 
for divine justice faileth in nothing of per- 
fection. Your daughter^ I saw strike into 
yonder part of the wood, and she cannot be 
far off; let us therefore leave the dead and 
go in search of her, and wheresoever cLe 
you please ; for as long as you are in fear I 
will not leave you, nor till you think your- 
self secure: whereto the lady replied. Ah, 
sir ! I see well, that virtue and courage are 
united in you ! I would that my poor power 
were of sufficiency to requite your bounty : 
nevertheless,God will repay your good deserts. 

Then they rode on which way they judg'^d 
the damsel had taken. They journeyed all 
the rest of the day, and most part of tli* 
T^ightj yet were they never able to iivA *>^5| 
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traces of her ; and it is not to be marvelled 
whj^ for the fear she had was so great. 
They having traveQed thus long searching 
the wood^ and over hill and dale, were at last 
constrained to alight and ease their horses, 
which Selviam did presently unbridle, that 
they might refresh themselves in the pasture ; 
then gave he to bis lord and the sorrowful 
lady such provision for their sustenance as 
he carried with him. And at such time as the 
morning began to open, they presently re- 
mounted on horseback, and rode about every 
part of the forest wliich they thought they had 
not yet searched, yet nmt finding her they 
so gladly looked for ; which made the ladj 
conceive so great grief, as the knight of the 
Tyger by no persuasion could appease : at last, 
hoping that the palfrey might have taken 
the road home, for they had lost all other 
hope, they rode to her castle, where they 
arrived about the hour of vespers ; but there, 
instead of finding, her daughter, she found 
Felistor's four knights in possession of the 
castle, who refused to open to them* At this 
the dame was full sorrowful, seeing her 
daughter lost, and her castle in possession 
^ her enemies ; and what with this trouble. 
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and weariness pf long travel, she let herself 
fall from lier palftey, in such wretched plight, 
that none could have seen her without par- 
taking of her' grief. 

The knight of the Tyger, seeing her in so 
great affliction, became full of anger and 
melancholy that he could not enter the cas- 
tle ; and approaching to the foot thereof, 
began to revile the knights in language not 
according with his wonted condition : for 
overcharged hearts are wont to relieve them- 
selves with bitter words when they are said 
to those who desetve them. Now though 
the knights of Felistor had been charged by 
no means to go out from the castle without 
his orders, neither to open to any except 
himself, or some certain messenger from him ; 
they held it for so great an injury, that one 
only knight should dare so to abuse them, that 
they resolved to go out, holding their vic- 
tory and vengeance to be certain, and having 
chastised him, to return to their ward. With 
this determination, being armed and having 
mounted on horseback, they ordered the 
bridge to be lowered over the moat, that 
they might issue out. 
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But before the bridge was fairly down, he 
of the Tyger, not cbusing to wait for theni 
without^ sprung upon it^ and found them all 
four in the castle-yard, ready to come forth. 
One of them seeing this great boldness, ex- 
qjiaimedj Certes, great is your folly to come 
and seek the punishment which it de- 
serves. And because there wa^ not room in 
the castle-yard for them to fight on horse- 
back, they alighted. He of the Tyger was 
too full of wrath to waste any tip;ie in words, 
and before they were well clear of their 
horses, he laid at them with such force and 
fury, as Iq short time tq mak^ them repent 
that they had opened the gate. There was 
little to do in this battle, and for that 
reason it ii^ not written of more largely ^ it is 
enough to say, that he defeated them ^1 four 
with the dec^th of two, giving Ufe to all the 
rest of their people^ who }rielded themselves. 

The lady then entered into her castle, greatly 
abashed at the prowess of the knight, and 
sorrowful beside, because she knew not how 
to recompence so great services. And that 
her joy might be complete, presently she 



beheld her daughter coming, conducted bj 
five knights, who were bringing tier from the 
castle of an aunt, some four leagues distant^ 
i^hither she had betaken herself in her flight. 
When she entered and saw the yard strewn 
with broken arms and blood, she hegan to 
fear again, thinking that even there she was 
not secure. But from this fear her mother 
speedily relieved her, embracing her and 
"weeping over her, and bidding her give 
thabka to him who had so signally re* 
dressed their cause. Then went they to- 
gether to the knight of the Tyger, who cut- 
ting short their words, that he might not 
bear his own praises, with others of fitting 
courtesy, they went to rest. There he abode 
three days, and then leaving the lady AkA 
her daughter in security, and as much bound 
to him as his services merited, he departed 
thence, taking his journey toward the place 
ti^here his heart desired to be, and offering 
his arms and person to any peril which pre«> 
sented itself ; not givitig tooai to idleoessi 
which giveth room to vice, but believittg 
that whoso is assailed by it will at length 
be otercotn^. 
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CHAPTER 103. 



m 



Because it is a long time since the history 
hath made mention of Florian of the Desert, 
it will now leave Palmerin on his way to 
Constantinople^ and return to him^ who being 
departed from the court of the emperor Verr 
nao after his coronation , armed in gr^en arr 
mdur^ apd bearing in his shield a levage 
man leading two lions in a Ie£ish^ even ac- 
cording as he did befofe he was known to be 
the son of Don Duardos. He rode without 
a companion^ still calling himself the knight 
of the Savage Man, whose fame struck fear 
into^aH; when they remembered the feats 

whic}i he bad performed. 

\ ■ ' 

So it befell, that having roamed through 
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many places, every where leaving inimortal 
fame behind him, fortune conducted him 
into the realm of Ireland, even to the place 
^'here the castles were of the three sisters, 
daughters of the marquis Beltamor, and that 
which had been the giant Calfurnio's, whom 
he slew at such time as he had taken these 
damsels prisoners. But as time in short 
«pace. maketh great cliangcs, these castles 
were now inhabited by new masters :' where- 
fore, inquiring Qonceming this of a hermit 
with whom he took up his lodging that nighty, 
he learnt t^at Calfurnio had at the time of his 
death two brothers who had never th«n borne 
arms, the one called Bracolan, the other 
Baleato^ who lived in the Profound Isle, 
with their mother Colambar. They, when 
they were given to understand the death of 
the giants Calfurnio and Camboldam of Mur* 
ccUa, their ^rethren, j^ot themselves, contrary^ 
to the will of .their mother, armed knights, 
vowing to take vengeance or to die in purr 
suit'of it. And in as much as they felt them* 
selves equsd to great things, this doubled 
their desire to put their purpose in effect : 
so aft^ some days and years had p.assec^ 

YOL. III. * I 



86 

away, their mother still detaining them, foi 

fear of the disasters which might chancef at 

last they embarked in a galley with certain 

knights of their household^ and took the waj 

to Ireland, where, before any danger was ap 

prehended, they took the castles of the three 

sisters, as also that which belonged to theil 

brother, putting all to the sword that thq 

found within ; for the duke of Ortam and th< 

other lords thereof, thinking them secure, ha< 

placed in them but slender' guard. It wa^ 

only ten days since they had compl'eted thi 

conquest; and as at that time there were fev 

knights in ihe court of England, none as yef 

had come against them ; but it seems, sail 

the hermit, that they are fortifying them 

sdves like persons who €fxpect to be attacked 

Cad yon tell tne, said he of the Savage, if the 

ev^r come out into the forest? That questko] 

quoth "the hermit, I would fain not hav 

hearcl from you, (ot it seems to spring froii 

a desire to do battle with them, and which 

would be Sony you should do, in that th 

meaniest of them is of ability to resist tfare 

of thebe^t knights in this realm. Hierefore 

desire yoti, if y ow affection be bent xiax wa^ 
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that at my request you would bridle it withm 
limits of discretion^ and remember, that it is> 
dishoDonr to a nobie mind to adventure life 
more wilfully than wisely, under the title of 
seeking renown. I must judge him alto- 
gether void of knightly regard, which sees 
the danger to be beyond his compass, and 
yet will desperately throw himself into the 
hazard : trust me, if such a oue be thus by his 
own folly brought to death, he dies out of the 
divine mercy, and his deeds are condemned 
for ever. Good sir, let no such mind remain 
in you, but witness your valour in occasions 
which present mure hope of victory, and are of 
better equality with your force ; for in doing 
otherwise, you shall give cause to think, that 
either brutal hardihood or desperate hope 
have conducted you hither, rather than any 
confidence of victory. The giants sally out 
every day, either going his own way, and 
their knights aaother, killing some, robbing 
others, and exercising their accursed intents 
with sneh force and cruelty, that if God doth 
not speedily send them the punishment 
which they deserve, this land will be utterly 
destroyed." They think themselves secure 
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because the sons of Don Duardos are 
away ; ahd on the other hand^ they wish 
no others, having determined either to dit 
revenge the death of their brethren uj 
them. 

According to the deeds which you tell 
of these men, replied he of the Savage, j 
should noty methinks, marvel that any < 
should adventure his life to save so ms 
innocents from their cruelty ; the order 
knighthood is given us to this end, i 
must we wait for such adventures as show t 
accomplishment to be easy, for then it woi 
jiot be worthy eiithei: of thanks or of prai 
Therefore, G.od willing, to-jmorrow, if fortu 
will give me the opportunity, I shall try it 
doing what I can> and she what she please 

Much was the hermit troubled -at this, a 
^ith many persuasions -he alrove to remo 
.him from his determination; but finding tl 
•to be. in vain, be confessed him, and coi 
mended him to God. i^nd when he und< 
$tood who he was, he had yet more pity up 
•hi^ youth and courage, fearing that it . iDa> 
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counselled him with good and holy speeches, 
such as his judgment presented to him at 
that time; and so they past a part of the 
nighty and another part they slept. But as 
that sleep was no repose^ as soon as it was 
day the hermit^ after he had told his beads> 
said mass^ at which the knight was present^ 
having all his armour on^ save the helmet. 
When it was ended, and the father was dis- 
robing himself, they heard the tramp of 
horses on the side towards the mountain. 
He of the Savage went to the door, and there 
almost ran against a damsel, who threw her* 
self from off her palfrey, like one dead. Anon 
up came Bracolan, one of the giants, who 
was in feir white armour, and well mounted 
on a lusty courser. 

He^ when he saw the night of the Savage 
had taken the damsel by the hand^ and was 
asking her what she fled from, alighted from 
his horse, saying, I do not think you have 
taken a safe port. And you, Don Cavalier, 
give her to me, unless you would feel my 
strength, Metbinks^ replied the kmg|ht,Tio 
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one need stand in fear of one \vho employs 
it so ill; and then letting go tke d^msel« 
who fled into the hermit's cell, he had leisure 
to lace his helmet on. for Bracolan was 
doing th^ j^ame. Then making against 
each other^ the first stroke which, he of the 
Savage received was dealt with such force,, 
that it cut away good part of his shield ; and 
the sword was of such fine temper, that 
holding on through to the armour, it de- 
molished a part of the lappet of his mail ^ 
whereat the knight was nothing pleased, 
thinking that if he received many such, 
his life would be in danger. The hermit, 
terrified at the might and fierceness of Bra- 
colan, was upon his knees praying to God 
to help bis own. He of the Savage, placing 
his last hope in the divine mercy, availed 
himself of his nimbleness, thinking that of 
jnore avail than his strength ; for nothing 
could withstand the devilishncss of bis 
jenemy*s blows. This slight and wariness 
stood him in good stead, and as Bracolan 
began to wax weary, be availed himself well 
of the advantage, and laid his blows ivith 
such good aim and goodwill^ that the giant 
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having lost much hlood^ was fain to draw 
hack for hreatb. Then the giant, seeing his 
hloqd trickle down hi& armour^ while his 
enemy was in far better plight, being over- 
come with rage and melancholy, began to 
say. What — is it possible that one only 
knight can stand so long against roe, and that 
my might and main are not sufficient to 
confound such a feeble resistance i Certes, 
the less is now my hope of vanquishing those 
who slew my brethren Calfurnib and Cam- 
boldam ; and would to the gods, that he who 
is here before me were one of them, that if I 
must needs ends my hfe, it might be at one 
of their hands by whom my brethren ended 
theirs. 

Thus concluding, he began to charge the 
knight of the Savage Man with rough and 
forcible strokes, who, besides that he stood 
in fear of those terrible blows, had another 
cause of fear, which was, that if he were 
hardly handled in thisi battle, he knew not 
where he should find remedy, and that he 
mast needs fall into the hands of the other 
giant and his knights. This made him so 
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watchful and alert, that the greater numher 
of his enemy's blows were delivered in rain, 
while he on the contrary delivered his so 
well^ that at length the great Bracolan, losing 
all strength, fell at the feet of his conqueror. 
He of the Savage, remembering that to give 
life to the wicked is for the hurt of the good, 
cut off his head without delay, and gave 
thanks to God for so signal a victory. 

The hermit came out to him, blessing 
him, and amazed to behold that monstrotu 
body dead; and the damsel, whose heart 
was now not such as it bad been whea 
she entered, and who was a fair woman, 
threw herself at his feet, saying, I knoW not 
how I can pay you for so great a service, 
but by lauding your knightly deeds in the 
court of the emperor Vernao, whither at this 
present time I direct my course : in truth 
they are such, that it would be an error 
to be silent any where concerning them. I 
beseech you therefore to tell me yomr name, 
which I the more earnestly desire for two 
causes, the one, that 1 may praise your 
j2ob]e valour, the other that I may know 
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to. whom I owe the salvation of my ho 
Hour. 



damsel; quoth he of the Savage^ if you 

desire to know my name that I may do you 

service to the uttermost of my power^ I will 

declare it unto you ; but for any other cause, 

my deeds are of so small estimation, that I 

do not wish it should be known. This I can 

tell you, that the sight of you can oblige 

men to do much, and me more than all, since 

in so short a time I find that I have yielded 

up my inclinations to you with such ardent 

love^ that I beseech you let your pity be 

as ready to relieve me, as your beauty was to 

.wound me. 

} 

t 

Jesu, deliver thee, my son ! cried the hermit. 
.This is a. worse danger than the one which 
thou bast just escaped; for if that was hurtful 
to the body, it might have profited the soul ;;» 
but this leads to perdition. Remember that 
jthese are diabolical temptations, which the 
Devil lays for thee, and into which the weak- 
ness of the flesh daily falls. Father, replied 
Jhe of the Savage^ thej are the works oi Vvvs^* 
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man nature^ and cannot be avoided ; and 
if you, father, were well to note the merits of 
this lady, that beauty in her countenance, 
that life in her eyes, and that grace in her 
whole form, you would presently perceive 
that he who did not yield himself to them 
altogether, must either be good for nothing^ 
or have his spirit so dead tliat he can feel 
nothing. Therefore, lady, since you see hoW 
it is with me, treat me as you please; for I 
desire nothing more than to gain your will, ill 
order to do it in all things. Such is the power 
of the world, quoth the hermit, that its plea^ 
sures make the preciousness of the soul for* 
gotten ! Turn thyself to God, my son, for the 
world favours thee, because thy deeds arfc 
worldly. Father, replied he of the Savage* 
satisfy me that you are free from these hu« 
man accidents in your cell, and that the flesh 
never rebels under that habit of yours, and 
♦ then I shall think more of these dangers. But 
I fear me we are all able to reprove the vrces 
of others, but when we should withdraw our- 
selves from them, which with little effort 
might be done, our inclinations will not con- 
sent^ and we lay the blame upon the weak- 
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ness of the flesh. My mind is^ thrit he who 
fairly gives himself up to it, neither offends 
any body nor hurts himself ; and I am such a 
one. Change your discourse, father, for to 
ivaste vrords Ls a vice also. Certes, replied 
the hermit, I will shut myself up in ;ny cell ; * 
follow you the world, it will give you that re- 
ward at last which none who have followed it 
have ever failed, sooner or later, to find. And 
JO he went into his cell, and fastened the 
doors after him, just as if the giant Bracolan 
had been alive again, and was following 



Xsdyj then said the knight to the damsel, 
what will you do with me, or what shall I do 
for you^ to shew you that I am at your ser- 
vice ? Sir, she replied, since you have de- 
livered me from so great a disaster, do not 
lead me into another, for then, instead of re- 
maining beholden unto you, I should have 
whereof to complain. This country is not 
lafe ; I should be glad if you would accom- 
pany me a day or two's Journey, and then do 
what you please, as I have no farther favour 
to request. In this^ replied he, I receive a 
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\ ?:;. ^reit :r.e, and for the rest, T would fat! 
iu^v e vour eood will certain, for without it t 
Li^e neither health nor life secure. When^i 
vich he presently took his horse, caosii^' 
h:> squire to mount the damsel, who by ttt' 
vjLT recounted to him, how by a tempeit 
5he was cast on the coast of Ireland, ccrmiai 
from Denmark, and carrying letters IraA 
the queen to the empress Basilia. And wha 
1 petceired, quoth she, that I was in dA 
country, where my cousins, the daughtert of 
the marqub Behamor remained, I tntendel 
?<d bestow a little labour in seeing thefli, 
thinking to find them in these castles ; butoa 
the wav BracoUn assaulted me, who not cob* 
tented with murthering my two squires thtt 
bore me company, pursued me to have hit 
villainous will. Certes, lady, said he, I woald 
Tott woold reliere me from the force which 
vou do mv affection, for from all such I will 
Jehver you. 

Br this time they came to the ford of a brookj 
whose clear and gmtle waters flowed uudeil 
the shade of some spreading trees ; and here, 
because it wai fall hot, they resolved to take 
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be sesfa, sending the squire to see if he 

ioald find any place where to procure 

i6od« The knight took off his helmet^ and 

being young as he was^ and his face now red 

nith travely he seemed a goodly person to the 

damsel^ who though she said nothing, let him 

perceive it ; and settled her head-dress, and 

adjusted her garments, and now became 

angry and now pleased, and now sorrowful, 

and then pleased again. He of the Savage 

understood all this, and easily won her to hi-: 

visb before the return of the squire. 
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CHAPTER 104. 



The knight of. the Savage Man spe&t all that 
day in company with the damsel under the 
trees by the brook-side; and when night 
came on, as they saw no place where they 
could be harboured^ they thotight it best to 
continue where they were. The squire made 
a heap of grass on which they laid them- 
selves down, and he of the Savage fell fast 
asleep, like one who had nothing to keep 
him waking. The damsel had more reason to 
think, and less to be satisfied ; and this, with 
the carelessness of the knight, made her 
remain awake, displeased with herself, re- 
penting her folly, and striving to forget what 
she could not help remembering. Great 
part of the night was past, when two squires 
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Came bv about a stone's throw from lier. and 

a knight behind them in white armour^ so 

"white and shining that it was seen through 

the darkness. He was of such huge stature, 

as he seemed to exceed the giant Bracolan ; 

«nd as he walked, many times he would give 

such groans as if his soul were issuing with 

lihem. Now, as it was yet some time till 

day, he called to his squires to stop, saying, 

that he would repose himself under the 

trees. 

Fear now made the damsel forget all other 
troubles, and she pulled the knight of the 
Savage Man by the arm, and awoke him, 
lajlogy that there was another Bracolan at 
hand. Startled at this, he rose, and going 
tonrards him as softly as he could, saw the 
fiquires securing the horses, and their master 
Ij^ng on his face, and lamenting aloud. 

I seei said he, it is great folly for me to 
Impose any credit in the gods, who either 
want power, or else are wilfully bent to 
overthrow him that hath most trusted them ; 
I and good cause have I to think so, my bre-. 
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thren, Calfurato and Camboldam^ 1>eing 
vanquished by one only knight^ and now 
Bracolan also, who to revenge them left his 
own country^ and offered up so many great 
and costly sacrifices, believing that by their 
merits he should attain the certain guerdon : 
of victory. And now they make so small 
estimation of mc in their favour, as they will 
not suffer me to meet with him who slew 
Bracolan, that I might either bear my bre- 
thren company, or take such cruel revenge 
as might somewhat lighten my great grief: 
how then can I chuse but blaspheme yonr 
names, and deny to give you the honour I have 
done ? I will honour your altars with no more 
testimonies of my affection, bat that tftist 
I had in you I will repose in myself ; so for 
ever henceforth I despise you. 

By these words he of the Savage knew that 
this was Baleato, who having intelligence 
of his brother's death, sought to find him 
that had done the deed ; and well pleased 
he was, in that he found him without any 
of his knights to aid him ; so returning to 
H'here the damsel was, he began to arm 
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ilimself ; but before he could finish^ he was 
perceived ; for the horse of the giant, as he 
was grazing, encountered his, and then began 
a fierce battle between them, so that each 
going to part them, of necessity they met# 
Baleato, whose custom it then was to grant 
life to nobody, seeing an armed man in the 
valley/ cried out in a terrible voice. What 
is he that dares imagine himself so hardy, 
as to trouble me in my silent purposes? 
Thou art but little beholden to fortune for 
cftidiicting thee hither, in the time of my 
htj. And for this wretched damsel, I will 
offer her as a sacrifice with all Icinds of tor- 
ments : and so will I deal with all damsels 
that T can meet, for that Bracolan, the best 
knight in the world, was slain in following 
one. 

Baleato, replied he of the Savage Man, keep 
thy words for one who is afraid of thy deeds ; 
neither the one nor the other can dismay 
me; the damsel I will defend, and I will 
humble thy pride for ever. And in order 
that thou mayest fight with me with the 
better will, know that I am he who slew C;xV 
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furnio in time past, and I am he- who slev 
Bracolan yesterday, and I am he who isoov 
to slay t)iee ; for neither thy strength nor '•■: 
thy courage shall save thee, nor still less the : 
power of thy gods. Take thy helmet, f(X I 
want no advantage of thee. 

Such was the passion of the giant at Jiearing ' 
these words, that it took away from hiinall 
power of speech, and all his limbs shook 
with anger. So taking his helmet, he made 
at the knight without delay, crying out, 
Thou destroyer of my blood, here thou bast 
before thee thy greatest enemy in the worid: 
therefore shew the uttermost of thy maa- 
hood, for I carry that hope with me, to 
bathe these hands of mine in thy blood, and 
to rent thy cursed heart in pieces, and throw 
it for food to the fowlg of the air. 

Then coming down with a blow, the knight 
deliverly avoided it, and dealt him one in 
return upon the top of his shield, which was 
bound round with rims of iron so strongi 
that the blow was of no avail. The giant, 
who was too wrathful to fight leisurely, laid 
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on such mortal strokes, that wherever they 

W lit they would have dene no little hurt ; 

bat he of the Savage still shifte<Lso warily, 

that he made him lose them alK The shield 

which he bore was Bracolan's, for his own 

had been destroyed in that battle ; and it 

was so heavy that he could not well lift it 

with one hand to protect himself : this made 

hjm fear the combat more, aiid use this 

slight, thinking to weary out the giant. 

But Baleato, who perceived this^ used ano- 

tlier practice ; for aiming a blow at one part, 

he quickly turned it to another, and in this 

manner gave him two or three wounds of 

great hurt, especially one in the right leg, 

which bled so fast, that the damsel and his 

squire were in such great fear that they 

knew not what to (lo. He of the Savage, 

seeing his life in this extremity, thought 

the safest way was to venture it at once: 

and making a blow at BaleaCto, which he 

thought would take him unguarded, the 

giant received it on his shield, and it M'as 

of such force that the sword entered a little 

way in, and brake in three pieces, of which 

the shortest remained in his hand. The 
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ino6n was Mp, and the battle cdiild 1b^ ^e^ti 
distinctly; and the damsel seeing this grHl 
xnisfortune^ gave herself up for lost : it being 
natural, when fear is at the height^ that de- 
spair should accompany it, especially in 
women, whose courage is so litlle that thisir 
presence of mind fails in every thing, Except 
in things of appetite ; for then their sudden 
determinations are better than what the 
wisest man in the world could devise after 
long reflection, tie of the Savage, great as 
his resolution was, and his heart able to with* 
stand any fear, yet could not but fear this 
great danger ; and seeing that Bakato made 
another stroke at him ^ith full force, he took 
the shield of Bracolan in both hands, and 
caught it; the sword bit in so deep that it 
reached through to the handle ; he let it fall^ 
a id Baleato drew it to him, hanging on his 
sword. He of the Savage, seeing him thus 
clogged, thought with the piece of his sword 
to Hig at his head. Baleato drew back to 
avoid this: now the bank had been hollowed 
by the freshes of many years, and as in step- 
pin'^ hack he trod near the brink, it gave 
way under him ; it was steep in that part— 
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lown he fell^ and esume upon the stones with 
ach force that there was an end of his days. 

rhe knight went down, to him^ and seeing- 

bim lie dead was greatly rejoiced; then he 

looked to his wounds, which stood in need 

QJf remedy, and the damser and his squire 

boundthem up as well as they could. Ba«« 

lefto's squire fled tO; one of his oastles, to 

tell the news. The knight mounted the 

giant*s horse^ for his own had had hi« leg 

broken in fighting, and they returned to the 

bermitage. 

When they were come to the cell, the good 
old hermit, albeit he was somewhat offended 
with him, yet he received him lovingly, as 
his order required, and on such a poor bed 
as he had for guests, for his own was far 
poorer, he caused him to lie down, using 
good regard unto him, as one who knew 
something of that art and mystery. This done, 
he gave thanks to God that the land was 
rid of these enemies to all mankind. When 
it was day, one of the things which he most 
endeavoured was to send away the damsel^ 
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seeing ftbe might now travtl without daA^. 
At this the knight was nothing sorry, his 
condition being, when he was satisfied with 
one presently to wish for another ; but she 
was mnch troubled, that of women being, 
when they have once given themselves, not 
to wish to part. Howbeit^ when that the 
moment of her departure came, they took 
leave, she with tedrs, and be with amorous 
speeches, feigned after his wonted way. 
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j^ the next day fodowiog^ the knights 
which belonged . .to tb^ giaots^ seeing th.eir 
lords dead^ ap4 QQ hope of succotir^ took 
coQDscil together what they should do^ and 
jbeld it b^st to go to the Icnight of the Sa- 
Tage Maa, aad of their own accord give him 
the keys q{ the cattle. In this determinaUoa 
thqr came to the hermit/s cell^ where they 
fooDid him lying on ^ bed; for that be was 
still weak and not well disppsed ; they com- 
padng his young years with the nobleness 
0f his exploits^ received great cause of ad- 
miration. At last^ he that was judge t> be 
most eloquent among tbein^ entered into 
these speeches. 
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Certes^ sir knight^ it would now see 

error to deny the power of fortuue^ 

^we see the puissance of Bracolan 

Baleato brought to utter confusion bj 

hand— *a thing little to have been 1< 

for* Hereby doth it appear iiot onlj 

your courage is surpassing great> but 

tliat she favours you, or that God fighte 

yott: great follytheaWjiQuJd.it be for < 

to attempt to oppose you, and better d( 

areed in yielding themselves to your i 

than in insisting your might; for it 

be believed, that Incrcy will not be 

wanting in him whaaboundeth with 

virtues. In this opinion we pr^^tit 

selves befote you, believing tiriM; h« 

hath so well known how to cohquc 

guilty, vrill willingly pardon them in 

there is no guilt. Though we have 

servants of your enemips; we now yiel 

selves as friends ; and for the more se( 

behold, here are the keys of the castles, 

have cost you so much blood ; do with 

what you please, and with us also, a< 

ing to your pleasure ; though cruelty 

not to be used towards men who s 

ih^selves. To this he returned this ai 



your speeches are so honest, and so well re- 

pleted with courtesy that I am sorry the 

little I can do wiH not suffer me to let you* 

understand how much I account of your 

gentleness ; bjit I will ask the king my grand- 

fether to reward your service. Then took 

he the keys of the castles, wherewith he was 

right well contented, seeing the issue so 

fortunate, where the beginning seemed so 

doubtful. 

The knights remained, keeping him com* 
pany, in respect of the honourable promise 
he had made them, whereof they were not 
a little glad, in that they hoped 10 gain 
good favour in the court of England. By 
this time the report of this noble conquest 
was biased there, where it moved a general 
consent of gladness, as much for the reco- 
very of the castles, which had been consi- 
dered as almost hopeless, as that they were 
won by his hand. 

The good king Fadrique, for joy of this 
good hap, sent Pridos, the duke of W^les, 
in all speed that might be, to seek him : 
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who taking a galley^ in short time arrived at 
the coast of Ireland, where finding hiu^ 
and declaring the sum of his message, 
the knight of the Savage concluded to de- 
part thence, notwithstanding his wounds 
were not thoroughly healed: so taking leave 
of the gentle hermit, and desiring the other 
knights to accompany him, they committed 
themselves to the s^as, whereon they had 
not long sailed before they arrived at a port, 
from whence he was carried to London in a 
htter. Tidings being come to the king, that 
they were arrived in the court, he came to 
meet them, and casting his arms about die 
neck o^ Floriao, the tears ran down his 
white beard, for the inward joy he conceived 
at his presence. Don Duardos, though he 
bore that joy with greater moderation, did 
not feel it l^ss ; and Flerida would not de- 
part, day nor night, from his bed-side, as one 
who could take no rest till he was whole of 
his wounds. 

The king did very honourably entertain the 
knights of the giants, for his sake, and en- 
tered 'them among tho^e ql£ his household ; 
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•or which great bounty, they witnessed 
themselves not unthankful, proving trusty 
and loyal, qualities which men sometimes 
have by nature, and lose by habit. 

When the knight of the Savage was reco- 
vered from his wounds, news came into the 
English court of the imprisonment of king 
Polendos, Belcar, and his company, in the 
court of the Great Turk; which unhappy 
tidings moved the king and his whole court 
to great grief. And when it was told them 
that the GreatTurk had sworn to put them all 
to death, except the emperor would send him 
the knight who had carrie^ away his daugh- 
ter Targiana, Certes, said Florian, if that is 
to be the only remedy of their lives, I will 
rather go render myself into his hands, than 
see so many good knights perish for my sake. 

I cannot believe, said Don Duardos, that 
while his son-in-law Albayzar is iii these 
parts, he will do any thing whidi might 
endanger him. The emperor should, in my 
judgment, lay hands on him, that they migh; 
be released in exchange. Nay, rep\iedV\^ oi 
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the SavagCj I know tliis of the emperoii 
that if it were to save the whole world be 
would not act otherwise than what he bad j 
always thought beseemed him. The more ^ 
certain therefore do I hold their destruction ; 
I will go to his courts for it is not fitting that 
when all his house are adventured in such 
great danger, I only should be away from 
it. Neither the king nor Flerida could dis- 
suade him. Don Duardos put a stop to their 
intreatiesj for he approved of his son's de- 
termination. So contrary to their wills he 
departed, taking his journey towards Con- 
stantinople, being armed after his accusp 
tomed manner,^ and bearing in his shield bis , 
usual device^ to which he was now become 
aifectionate. 

Here the history leaves him, and returneth to 
Plorendos, who holdine on his way, is by ^ 
this time near the castle of Almourol, hav» 
ing in his journey done many noble deeds 
deserving commendation, which are re- 
hearsed in the ancient Chronicles, and in 
which prince Floraman bore no small part. 
At length they reached the city of Riocraro., 
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rhich at this present is called Tomar ; but 
.vas then so named, because of the clear 
river which passeth it by. And now, seeing 
himself so near the castle of Almourol, he 
began to be assailed by many fears, from 
which he could not free himself; in these 
careful thoughts he passed the night without 
repose, and in the morning they rid toward 
the castle ; but then Albayzar, in thai he 
knew women were more revengeful in their 
anger than men, began to have more fear 
than he had conceived before ; and the more 
so, because he knew that Miraguarda was as 
extreme in rigour as in beauty; but in thi* 
he erred, for she was not so cruel to strangers, 
as to her dearest and bejst friends. Floren- 
dos had no sooner discovered the trees be- 
side the Tagus, and through them the walls 
of the castle of Almourol, but his heart was 
touched with greater fear; and then came to 
mind recollection of days that were past, and 
fears of present danger, and remembrances 
of the cruelties which he had endured, all 
BOW to torment him. Albayzar too was 
greatly abashed at that hour, not only from 
the thought that he had been vanquished, 
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but also, he felt the shame of what had hext 
taken place. 

When they were come to the castle, they 
found all the gates fast locked, and the Tree 
of the Shields still hung with those which had 
there heen lost ; but the colour of some were 
now faded by the sun and by the rain. Floren- 
dos looked at them, and beholding his owd 
shield and armour among the f poil, his eyes 
were filled with tears, and he slocxd thinking 
how he might sufficiently reward his squire? 
Armello, who had since bis departure so weU 
watched them. But in sooth he was not so 
much beholden to his squire as he did 
esteem himself, because Armello was fallea 
amorous of Lademia, and could have rested 
'n no other place. He^ though he looked at 
Florendos, knew him not, by reason of his 
different armour ; but perceivipg Floramaru 
he presently suspected whom it might be, 
and when he saw the shield of Miraguarda, 
was assured that it was he, (and went to him, 
saying. Now, sir, you may discover yourself 
to him from whom you have so little reason 
to conceal yourself, especially coming with 
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that prize which occasioned your loss. It 
cannot be that the lady Miraguarda should 
not now feel herself beholden to you for sg 
great a service, 

Horendos then opened his helmet, and em* 
braced Armello with the love which he had 
ever borne him ; then he delivered him the 
shield of Miraguarda, and bade him set it in 
the place where it was wont to be, and to 
place that of Targiana under it, a thing whicU 
Albayzar^s heart could hardly brook. 

At this time came forth of the castle the 
giant Almourol, armed at all points, and gal- 
lantly mo.unted on a bay courser, supposing 
these knights came to demand the joust ; but 
when he beheld the shield of Miraguarda in 
the place where it was wont to be, he $topt^ 
and then knowing Florendos, by reason that 
his aventayle was open, he cast his lance to 
the ground, and with stretched-out arms 
came and embraced him, saying, I never 
doubted of what I now see ; and if from 
henceforth the lady Miraguarda doih not 
change her temper towards you, I shall feal 
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yc.ur frrones a? one who resent a part of them 
tor yonr sake ; and then, without staying t© 
hear answer, he went in to bear the tidiiiffs. 
.And though noihinir could have sriven Mira- 
guarda more joy, yet she knew so to dissemble 
her contentment, as though she felt none ; 
vvhereat Almonrol was so displeased, that not 
Lesnff able to bear it, he manifested his 
wonder in the best words he could ; for in 
iruih acknowledirment, where it is ducouirlit 
not to be withheld. But such was her free 
condition, that neither his reasons, nor the 
V. orthy deservings of Florendos, could bend 
her. Aimouroi went a was' discontented and 
iuolancholick at behoIdiuG: such in<?ratitiule 
towards deeds which merited a dlft'ereni 
♦rtJcrdon ; and thouirh he would have hidden 
his passion from Florendos, yet as that when 
it is great cannot be dissembled, he gave him 
occasion to understand how it was ; at which 
lie nothing marvelled, because he was wont 
to have no other entertainment. But as to 
wliat regarded Albfiyzar, he gave account to 
Aimouroi of what had been the engagement 
between them^ and that Aibayzar was come 
there for no other \y\iT\K>se than to be at her 
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disposal^ aceording to the conditions of their 
battle ; wherefore he besought him to go to 
her^ and know what she would please to 
have done. Almourol returned to Mira- 
goarda^ and told her that Florendos^ besides 
bringing back her shielcl^ had brought him 
prisoner who had carried it away^ that she 
might do with him as seemed good unto 
her. Miraguarda delayed awhile^ consider* 
ing what she should do ; for wilful as she wa&y 
she was discreet. At lengthy having taken her 
determination^ she commanded that Albay- 
2ar should be brought into her presence^ 
dad that Florendos should abide in the. field. 
And as she had heard of the imprisonment 
of king Polendos, Belcar, and their com- 
panions^ she ordered him to go yield him- 
self prisoner unto king Recindos^ and remain 
at his pleasure until the Great Turk had set 
them at liberty. 

For more security, she made him plight hit 
faith with all necessary ratifications, telling 
him that she was contented with this light 
punishment, though his offence deserved g 
far greater. Albay2;ar would have kissed, K^it 
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hands for so great a mercy, as in truth it wai 
to hun who harl feared worse, by reason 
what he had heard of her nature. So he too 
leave of iier, and of Florendos, and Flora- 
man. But seeing as he was about to de- 
part the shield of nis lady hanging among 
the vanquished, he desired Almourol to in- 
tieat Miraguarda that she would bestow it 
upon him, in order that ihe days of his ill 
fortune might be som.nvhat consoled by 
sight of her picture; but she, who in 
things which related to her glory was less 
liberal than in others, would not consent 
Albayzar then departed^ so sorrowful, that 
he had never at anv time Veen more so : in 
three days he reached rhe court of king 
Recindos, where havini: pr»?9ented himself on 
the part of Miragoarda. even as she had en- 
joined him, he remained in his court the 
whole lime that Polendos was prisoner. The 
king received him witli very princely cour- 
tesy* arising from ihr joy he felt at having 
him in his power. And because one of his 
sons was prisoner amongst the other knights, 
ho secretly ordcrod good watch to be set 
over him^ not unsung ^o lauch to the pro- 
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mjse which he had made Miraguarda, as to 
this caution. Forthwith he sent the news to 
the emperor, in whose court great rejoicings 
were made, every one praising the discretion 
and policy of Miraguarda. And among 
other things which the emperor did to her 
praise, he wished to see her, and have her 
company in his court, as well to regard her 
with honour equal to her worthy deserts, as 
also to mitigate the afflictions of his grandson 
'Florendos. But when he perceived that his 
lady made no account of his travails, he deter- 
mined to guard her shield again, and if any 
knight should arrive whom he could not over- 
come, he vowed never to bear arms, nor 
prove his chance more; though it is but ill 
counsel to try fortune many times. 
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CHAPTER 106. 



VHketk Florendos had passed one day before 
the castle of Almourol^ on the second^ as soon 
as it was daj, he went before the shield of 
his lady, since he might not see the original, 
and fixing his eyes upon it^ he uttered his 
complaints after this manner. 

I know certainly^ lady, that he which bestow- 
eth his time in your service, receiveth great 
recompense, by having the means to behold 
your image in this portraiture, were it not 
that this is dumb. But you have placed 
it here as a net, to entangle the minds of 
them which are free from such thraldom ; in 
which extremity, the party so inveigled 
desireth as well to \)e coiafot\&d b^ y^**' 
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lus speech^ as to be tormented by your 
couQterfeit. ^s for me^ I fix mine eyes 
rour image> and behold in it many 
which destroy, but none to relieve 
. hath all the show of life, to kill me, 
en it should hear me, is utterly dead. 
be contented with my sufferings, if you 
It you occasioned them ; but you have 
mitted me to forgecfulness, that not 
r this am I remembered. If I have de- 
this, it is well that it should be so ; 
:ause I do not so deem of myself, I 
ause to complain. While he was 
g, Miraguarda beheld him from the 
ents ; for being summer, it was her 
arise in the cool of morning, that she 
njoy tlie early songs of the nightingale, 
er birds who disported among the 
side the Tagus. 

)ugh she perceived that his grievous 
tions proceeded from the depth of 
t, yet never the more did she pity his^ 
3 estate : for such a proud opinion 
i of herself, that the greatest deserts 
orld were not sufficieut to anpiyer hex 

III. M 



beauty^ neither that Florendos could endui 
too much grief for her, sach was her mere 
less judgment of the passions of love. Whi 
he was thus complaining, and she listenin, 
three knights came riding through the tree 
attired in rich and costly armour. The fir 
of them was in green and white armour, wii 
linnets of silver, and in his shield he hare 
a white field the word Norraandv, in bla< 
letters. 

The armour of the second was wliite ar 
azure, mingled together artificially, wii 
streams of green interchangeably figure 
thereon, and in his shield, in a field of sinopl 
he had lively pictured the god Apollo. Tl 
armour of the third was carnation colou 
all beset with croslets of gold, and in li 
shield, in a field of gules, he bare for his d 
vice flames so ingeniously made, as th< 
seemed rather natural than fantastic. l'h< 
ceme on ^ith their helmets open, singing 
virelay in three parts ; and they accorded 
such good mu^ic together, that Ilorama 
who was himself well seen in that art, cot 
nijended it above all that ever be heard in 1 
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life, so sweetly did their voices consent to- 
ixeiher ; beside, the echo of* the river, the 
trees, and the mountains, did answer their 
notes so familiarly, that it was almost as 
commendable as an instrument. Miraguarda, 
standing on the battlement, took great 
pleasure to hear them : but Floraman, being 
delighted with the song, took a knife and 
engraved the same on the bark of a tree, 
that for the worthiness thereof, it might there 
remain till time had consumed the tree, ^nd 
as the tree grew in bigness, so the letters 
might be seen in more legible manner. It 
was in this form following : 



Fair madam, if you can vouchsafe to see, 

the lively picture of a careful mind, 
Forlorn with grief, do you but look on me, 

and judge if fortune be not most unkind. 
That he which sues, and scrveth faithfully, 
Should be repay 'd with extreme cruelty. 

^Vhat greater torments to a gentle mind, 

than to be scorned where Le liketh most ? 
^Vbat state of refuge can he hope to find, 
where each thing doth at his misfortune boast f 
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Condemned, confounded, with rebuke and blame ; 
Yet ignorant from whence the causes came. 

So heavy is the weighty yoke of love, 
when quaintest looks afford discourtesy, 

That wise is he that doth the passions prove, 
and yet can keep himself at liberty. 

But he whose wits are ravished by stealth, 

Had need of physic in his greatest health. 

Some men in love commend their happiness, 
their quiet, sweet, and delicate delight; 

And I can boast of fortune's frowardness, 
her extreme rigour, and severe despight. 

But for the sweetness other men have felt, 

I came too late, my part was elsewhere dealt. 

Yet can I say, no man hath been more just, 
nor served his lady with more due regard : 

But she, being governed by her own mistrust, 
denies her servant his deservM reward ; 

This my misfortune waxeth more and more, 

Y€t will I suffer, though I die therefore. 

The knights had no sooner espied arm( 
men before the castle, but they left th< 
iiligmg> and pulled dpwa their beAvers, U 
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tliey should be known ; and when they came 
before the tree where the shields were hang* 
ing, they began greatly to commend his 
valour who had won thera. The knight in 
the screen and white armour then advanced 
a little, and lifting his eyes to the portrait of 
Miraguarda, said in a loud voice. This is a 
countenance which might change any affec- 
tion more free than mine. I rejoice that, hav- 
ing seen it, the intention which led me hither 
iji not changed ; but if any of those knights 
which guard this pass wish to break a 
couple of lances with me, I will do my cn- 
<Jeavour, on condition he bind me not to 
^ore ; because I fear these beaqties will dis- 
comfit him who offends them, and favour him 
^vho is their champion. Do not deceive your- 
self in that, said Florendos, who was by this 
time ready, for it is only towards her servants 
I tliat this lady is rigorous. Take your ground, 
f as you desire to joust, and I will to the ]jest 
; of my power satisfy you, 

^Vith these words they parted to fetch their 
course, and met together with such force^ 
that their Jances Rew ui^ into the aiT m ^lece^, 
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and so passed on bravely^ not being any 
thing shaken at the first encounter. Tlie 
giant Almourol seeing them destitute of 
lances^ caused some to be brought forth of 
the castle^ which being delivered to their 
squires, they went and served their lords: 
the second time, as they ran with yet greater 
violence, their encounter was so forcible, that 
Florendos lost one of his stirrups, taking 
a reverse which was somewhat unseemly ; and 
the other went to the ground over his horse's 
heels; but he fell on his feet, like one who 
was ready at all times, and being out of 
measure displeased at his fall, drew his sword 
with these words : 

Sir knight, though I requested nothing more 
than to joust, I beseech you let us do battle 
with our swords ; if in the end it be your 
good hap tQ vanquish me, your valour shall 
have the larger estimation. I know not, an- 
swered Florendos, if your companions would 
hold themselves aggrieved, for I see them 
ready for the joust ; let me accomplish it 
with them, there will be time enough after- 
wards. Anfl wU\voux de\^^ > Xskva^ another 



127 

lance from Armello^ he ran against the 
knight in the white and gray armour, with 
Apollo in his shield. The encounter was 
such, that the horse of Florendos fell upon 
his knees, and he lost both his stirrups ; but 
the other received such a shocks that his 
horse and he fell together, and the horse 
falling upon him, did somewhat hurt one of 
his legs. 

Florendos having righted himself in the sad- 
dle, called to the third knight, who being 
somewhat moved at the misfortune of his 
companions, put himself upon the adventure ; 
at the first offer they missed in their meeting, 
whereupon they took their second career so 
worthily against each other, as they brake 
their lances bravely, and passed on to a third 
encounter. Floraman and Almourol made 
great estimation of the noble behaviour of 
these three knights. Miraguarda for many- 
days had seen neither joust nor battle before 
her castle^ and this therefore brought to me- 
mory the things past ; but it was not for her to. 
requite the deserts of any one. They now, as 
each from his wonted confidence was melan- 
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cholick that be had not. overthrown th( 
other^ met in the third career with such force 
that both shields and armour failing, th( 
knight went to the ground ; and Floreudos 
losing bis stirrups, caught hold of his horse': 
neck, but speedily recovered him»ielf, beins 
somewhat abashed thereat. He with whoDa 
he first jousted^ then came to him, sword iu 
hand, saying. 

Such is my earnest desire, sir knight, to try 
myself with you, that I should be grieved not 
to do it. I beseech you do not deny me 
this, for I perceive that few things can make 
you fes^r. You know so well how to ask, 
replied Florendos, that it would be ill-breed- 
ing in me to refuse. So alighting from bis 
horse, he drew his sword ; but the knight 
which bare in his shield the device of Apollo, 
and from whom nothing was hid, stepped be- 
tween them, saying. Sir Florendos, this is vic- 
tory enoughover your friends, and though you 
gaii) honour with us, we lose none with you 
for defeat from your hand is not to be held 
injurious. This man who is so earnest ir 
^rovol^ing you to the eombtit) i% your frienc 
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rince Beroldo, who knows not whom he is 
rovoking; the other is your brother, Platir ; 
nd I am yoar servant, Daliarte, who though 
knew you at first, yet would I not make anj* 
ihew thereof, to the end that the Iddy Mira- 
guarda might behold your deeds anew; for I 
fear she has forgotten the past. 

Florendos took off his helmet, and taking 
Daliarte in his arms, complained against 
him for having permitted those jousts ; and 
then he embraced prince Beroldo and Platir, 
and they all did the same to Floraman, who 
was, as ye have heard, one of the men whose 
company and friendship was esteemed the 
most in those days ; so they sitting down all 
together, passed away the greatest part of 
the day in talking over their affairs, with that 
love wliich there was between them,.the three 
companions greatly desiring to see Mira- 
^uarda ; but so dainty was she in shewing 
herself, that she never came to the window 
except when she could see the field dyed 
with blood, and strewn with arms, and lives 
in danger ; a sight which she did oftentimes 
behold before the casde* 
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At length, when it was evening, the}/ 
their leave of them, taking their jo 
towards the city of Constantinople, > 
was the cause why they left the kii 
Spain's court. Florendos, accompaniec 
his careful passion, and his friend Flon 
remained still to keep the pass which h( 
so long maintained, not lamenting 1: 
fortune, though he had cause ; for he 
tries his fortune should know how to 
all things^ wondering at few things, and i 
impatient at none. 
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CHAPTER 107. 



The three knights which jousted against FIo- 
rendos, did not linger or loiter in any place 
till they came into Greece ; where, by chance 
as they travelled, they met with the princess 
of Thrace, being worthily guarded by many 
noble gentlemen, some that employed them- 
selves in knightly service, to gain the good 
opinion of the princess, and others that ut- 
tered many amorOus conceits, to inveigle 
her fancy towards them in marriage; and so 
they passed away the time till they arrived at 
Constantinople. But because the history doth 
make mention hereafter of her royal receiv- 
ing into the city, it now returns to Floren- 
dos, who, on the second day after they had 
left him, as he was walking along the river- 
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side with Floraman^ armed at all pblnis ex* 

cept the head^ espied two boats well far 

nished with oars coming down the stream 

in the foremost whereof sate four damsel 

at the poop^ attired alikc^ and tuning thei 

lutes^ whereto their voices delivered sucl 

pleasant ditties, as they might well have beei 

compared with the three knights that ha( 

taken their way to Constantinople, if the; 

had stayed still at the castle of Almourol, t 

to have made trial; and the oars were move 

so silently that they made no disturbance t 

the- sounds. The other boa^' was coverc 

with a tilt of surpassing richness, and then 

under a pavilion of ihestiniable value, sat 

a damsel on cushions of velvet embroidere 

richly with gold, whose countenance bein 

marvellous beautiful, shewed her to be th 

lady of that flotilla. She was gallantly attire 

in garments of a new invention, and ov€ 

all she wore a cloak of black taifeta, for 

was in the heat of summer, and slashed i 

the sleeves and in other fit places, and th 

slashes gathered with clasps of gold, ens 

melled with birds and other gay devices 4 

divers kinds; and that she might be bett< 
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discerned^ the heat of the day being past^ 
and the sun declining^ she gave command- 
ment^ that the curtains of the tilt should be 
lifted up; when Florendos aftd Floraman, 
inis:ht at will behold hen and at her feet 
they might see sitting two dames and a 
damsel^ and between them a knight reclining 
Upon cushions of dark velvet : his arms were 
diapred with green and gold, and he bare for 
his device, in a field vert, Cupid fast linked 
in chains, his bow and arrows lying before 
him broken in pieces, and himself like one 
vanquished, lying on his face, while a fair 
damsel set her feet upon him. The boatmen 
were clad in the same gay livery, that in 
that company there might appear nothing 
sad ; they brought the prow of the boats 
to the foot of the castle rock, the music still 
continuing, which being on the water, and 
echoing in the hollows of the rock, became 
more delightful. 

Florendos and Floraman stood eying them 
awhile, and Florendos, touched with envy 
at tbe happiness which the knight of the 
boat seemed to enjoy^ could not coucea\Vi\^ 

VQl. III. ^ 
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grief, these being in truth the thing 
should be grieved for : and he said, 
that all misfortunes are reserved 
aad for that reason I see them in n 
By this there came a damsel out of t 
cipal boat, and out of the other tvvc 
to accompany her, who as they j 
knights made a slight courtesy towarc 
and went on to the Tree of the 
where they stopt awhile, and the 
beholding the portrait of Miraguarda 
to the squires^ saying, I fear our 1 
return with less contentment than she 
So she proceeded on towards the 
where, after her bidding ha»l been c( 
to Miraguarda, she was admitted 
apartment which overlooked the riv 
though in the works and adornments 
castle there was much to see, yet w 



♦ Anthony Munday adrts, the base stone of St 
Rocky may ncft preswme to paragon itself with a pure t 
diamvnd. The simile is noticed, because it shows t 
stone, as it is commonly called, was better known 
it is at present. I think I have seen somewhere, 
ments were made of it, as indeed seems here to be 
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iiad fixed her eyes upon the lady thereof^ 
she forgot all; and albeit her discretion was 
;reat, remained for a while so abashed^ that 
she knew not what to say. HowLeit, when 
she had recovered, being ashamed to have 
been so confused, she said, Lady Arnalta, the 
princess of Navarre, my mistress, by me 
kisceth your hand for the desire she hath to 
3o you service and converse with you ; and 
For this love she hath left her house to see 
you, with a lesser train than beseemeth her 
estate. She is at the foot of your castle in a 
boat, waiting for me, having willed that you 
should first know of her coming, that you 
may with the less displeasure receive her. 

Damsel, she replied, it lieth not in me to 
grant your lady's request, which is no small 
grief to me ; and the coming of the princess 
of Navarre is as acceptable to me, as the 
greatest good fortune and honour in the 
world beside, that might happen to me ; but 
the custom of this castle is flatly against it, 
in that the entrance is as well defended 
against women as men. And though I, foT 
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<ne good affection I bear to your lady, iSioul 
wish to break the custom, the giant Almou 
rol, whose authority here stretcheth fiirthe 
than mine, would nowise agree thereto. H 
hath only permitted your entrance inasmuc 
as you come with the bidding of anothei 
Kiss her hands for me, and excuse me, I be 
seech you, with the best words you can ; fe 
I am so troubled at being able to do so little 
that I know not what to say. Lady, replie 
the damsel, I well believe so, and if th 
princess will believe me, she will not b 
offended ; for certes, a greater disconter 
would she receive if she should enter her< 
Then took she her leave and went to he 
lady, who, as it is the nature of women t 
listen to no exciise in things which displeas 
them, grew into so great melancholy, ths 
she could neither listen to her, nor to any on< 
Her knight, seeing her thus discontentec 
arose, saying. Lady, in my judgment, yo 
should resent this less ; for if Miraguard 
maketh refusal of your entry into her castl< 
it is that she may not be undeceived by th 
difference which there is between your beaut 
and hers ; and this fear which she hath, is 
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safficieni testimony of the truth. Be not 
offended therefore, for you ought to re- 
turn with the greatest glory in this world. 

These words were of such force with her 
vanity that she contented herself: and be* 
cause she would not presently depart thence, 
without seeing some of the things of that 
land, she bade her knight go to the place 
where the shields hanged, and from thence 
bring her that of Miraguarda, because she 
wished to see it, and to carry it away with 
her. 

The knight esteemed this commandment 
highly, and as a favour; and speaking to the 
damsel, she presently went to Florendos 
and Floraman, saying. Sirs, yonder knight 
of the Boat desireth you to send him the 
shield with the portraiture of Miraguarda, 
that his lady may do with it what she esteem- 
eth best ; and if you deny his demand, he 
shall be constrained to fetch it away by force, 
which he would be loth to do, as he would 
not wilUngly have any difference with the 
knights of this country. 

^3 
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Fair darnsdy. replied Florendos^ this kn 
It well appears^ knows not how dear 
shield costs him who only enjoys it wit 
eyes, much more him who would car 
away so lightly. Tell him to come o 
the boat and fetch it. I wait here to d 
it, and if he conquers mq, he may b 
away. If he hath no horse, we will do I 
on foot; if at the end he wins it, I shal 
my life, and rest from my miseries. E 
peradventure his confidence may de 
him, let him tell me what he will lea 
token that he hath been vanquished ; fc 
shield which he demandeth will alway 
some trophy of its victory. 

The damsel returned with this answerj 
the knight without delay took leave o 
lady, and leaped ashore, being so gallan 
well-made a personage that his appea 
was much to be dreaded ; and accomp: 
with two squires, he came towards Hon 
wiUi a haughty step, to whom, when he 
somewhat near, he said with a loud i 
I see well, sir knight, that good coun 
not to be used towards them who are 
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small discretion^ as they cannot take it when 
it is offered : I willed you to send me the 
shield, that you might not oblige me to 
come and take it : but I perceive, you had 
rather lose it to your cost, than give it with 
honour; — ^you shall now see what you have 
gained by this. The pledge which you re- 
quire I have not; conquer me, and then 
take what satisfacliori you will. I perceive, 
replied Florendos, there is nothing to be 
said. By this time the window was making 
ready for Miraguarda to behold the battle 
from it. At this Florendos paused a little, 
for he had not seen her before since his 
coming to the castle ; and having fixed his 
eyes upon her, he remained gazing till he had 
forgotten himself, and the combat was quite 
end clean out of his mind ; which the strange 
knight perceiving, he took him by the aftn 
and thus awaked him : 

Sir knight, he that hath to enter combat 
with me must not pass the time in these 
musings. Come to yourself, or I shall carry 
off this shield; for I cannot tarry long in 
timQ of haste. Florendos feeling himself 
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taken by the arm^ remembered present! 
what be bad to do : wbereupon he withdre 
his eyes from the place where tbey were s 
greatly affectioned, and being angry that h 
had forgottea himself, replied, It doib du 
please mc,sir, to enter the combat with yoi 
for } ou take mc in an hour when I bave arm 
pf \autage. He of the Boat answered, thi 
you may perceive what small succour tbes 
imaginations can afford you, defend yoursel 

With these words he struck him such a bloi 
on the crest of his helmet, as the weight 
ness thereof constrained him to bow do w 
his head to his breast; whereat Florendc 
was little pleased, and thought more of h 
enemy; but he was not slack in requitj 
thereof, which was so worthily given, tlu 
tife knight's shield was cleft in two : wheres 
he was offended without measure, b^holdin 
the image of his lady so martyred, and h 
began to rage like one who was void of jud^ 
menc. 

Florendos, who stood in fear of his force^ gav 
good heed to bis strokes, .waiting till pajt c 
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his fury should be spent, when they woulcl 
fall lighter, and he, being wearied, would be 
the easier subdued. It was as he expected ; 
the knight seeking to take vengeance fet the 
displeasure which he resented at the deface*- 
ment of his shield, laboured and gave so 
many blows, that at length he could scarcely 
move ; and though Florendos made him de- 
liver the greater number in vain, yet he could 
not avoid them so well but that he was some- 
what wounded. Seeing, however, that his 
enemy waxed faint and he was in full strength, 
he began anew to strike him, laying on the 
edge of his sword, which every time cut 
through his arms and entered into the flesh, 
so that in short time he brought him to such 
weakness that he could hardly continue oa 
foot; and knowing this, he quickened hit 
blows with such force and fury, that there 
scarcely seemed to be any interval betweea 
them. The knight would fain have taken 
breath ; but as this was not allowed him, he 
put out all his strength to defend himself, 
till at length losing all strength, he fell sense- 
less to the ground, more for weaiinest 
than for his wounds. Arnalta, who was as 
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should bear the device ia his shield reversed, 
in respect she did think it unreasonable, 
that love should be held captive under the 
power of his vassal : therefore Be should 
cause Cupid to be painted there, holding a 
knight bathed in blood under his feet. 

Albeit this judgment was sharp and rigorous, 
vet the knight could not gainsay : so causing 
some regard to be used to bis wounds, the 
next day he departed thence^ very sorrow- 
ful to think in what displeasure his lady so 
iiuddenly went away. 

Florendos remained awhile at the curing of 
his wounds, and in the mean tinfie Floraman 
maintained the custom, accomplishing many 
liaughty and noble deeds for him ; but Mira* 
guarda never vouchsafed to manifest any 
satisfaction at what was aichieved for her 
i>ake; and this was well, for if at any time 
she should yield herself, the victory would 
be more delightful, inasmuch as he who ob- 
tains any glory with httlc cost, never ffready 
delighteih therein. 
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CHAPTER 108. ^ 



That you may understand who the knight 
was that came in company of Arnalta, it is 
related how Drapos, dute of Normand}', the 
son-in-law of Frisol, king of Hungaria, had 
to issue two sons, whereof one was named 
iFrisol, after* his grandfather, and the other 
Dragonalte, who, for that it was not long 
since he was reported a knight at arms, was 
)as yet not known. This Dragonalte being a 
gallant youth, and meetly endued with 
strength to bear arms, beside the great fame 
of the noble exploits of his father and grand- 
father, did so embolden him in courageous 
desire^ as he loathed to spend his life in ease 
or slothful idleness; whereupon he left the 
place where he Viad been u^vitUked and 
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' brought up, addicting his miild io the aearch 

of knightly adventures, and would not go to 

^he court of the emperor Palmerin till first 

^he renown of his deeds might give the 

greater grace to his person* 

Jn this haughty desire^ accotiipanied with 
One squire to hear his shield and hetiaetg 
he took his way towards the realm of Spain> 
meaning to find the castle of Almourol, that 
lie might approve his valour against the 
knight that kept the shield bf Miraguarda; 
lout as he journied thitherward, through the 
realm of Navarre, he happened to the pas- 
sage which was guarded by Arnalta's knights, 
whereof two were vanquished by his noble 
valour. She well noting his worthy beha- 
viour, as also that he was young and fair, 
welcomed him into the castle, where she en- 
tertained him with such honour as she was 
accustomed to use towards them who re- 
sembled him ; and he beholding Amalta en* 
riched with so great beauty, and understand- 
ing that her dowry waa to be queen of Na* 
Yarre, being also young, and having a heart 
unoccupied, began to wax axnorous of her, 
Vol. III. o 
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*e llndt on W he though depMcled h 
fraction or his gloty. And finding tbi 
WW desirous to go se^ Miraguarda, he 
'^itkt to. bear her company in her joi 
And as the way of most women, whei 
are not under subjection, is to waste 
#Hae in pilgrimages, espteially such b 
Jittto JiKid of being at rest, she would 
mo longer delay lliaii was necessary h 
mdit adommendi'ior the journey ; nor ' 
«ncfai;bat Arnalta should thus hastily d 
•moe pne whoso lightly resolves, Ughtl; 
4ier resolutions in effect. So sh0setfoj 
'Mocxtopanied with the dames, and da 
4iDd squires, as you have heard before, \ 
^th Dragonalte, who many times b 
way essayed knightly occasions, wherei 
4unedid still afford him the victory. 

fFhus they went on till they came to 
on the Tagus, which was two leagues 
•the castle of Almourol, where they stay 
"they had provided boats, wherein they 
io the castle, and. sped there as you 
lieard ; and Amalta seeing Dragonaltf 
^Mred, converted her lowc into hatre< 
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angrily departed towards Navarre^ intending 
xiever to see him again. 

£ut as she could be easily intreated to anger, 

even so could she be as easily won to forget 

her anger> her unstaidness was such, and he^ 

good will to love so great. In this manner it 

chanced to Dragonalte, who continuing his 

ajSiection to her^ who long time abhorred 

him, yet in the end be obtained her good will 

hi marriage, she making him king of Na* 

Tarre: therefore let no one despair in thest 

matters, for perseverance is all. Now then 

leaving then for^ things of more importance 

in this chronicle^ the history saith, that the 

princess of Thrace being ready to depart 

towards the court of the emperor Palmerin, 

the queen Carmelia, her grandmother, sent 

her away, worthily accompanied with ladies 

and damsels and lords of the realm, with 

such pomp as beseemed her person ; and so 

many errant knights came to meet her and 

accompany her on the way, that when she 

approached Constantinople all the fieldn 

ihone from afar with glittering arms and 

singular devices, so that it rather seemed ta 

2 
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he an anny prepared for war, than the gallan* 
tries of peace. Some among them came to see 
her, others to serve her, and others with hope 
to win her in marriage, confiding in the merit 
of their deeds, and in the greatness of their 
states. There came with her prince Graciano, 
Beroldo with his companions Daliarte and 
Platir, and all the other young knights of 
the emperor's household. He himself, with 
all the others whom he had in the city, weut 
three leagues out fo receive her* Pfimaleon 
went before himii Lionarda being advertised 
of their coming, left her litter, and mounted 
on a goodly white palfrey, adorned for that 
day with harness full rich and costly to 
behold : she herself was attired in the greek- 
ish fashion, that she might the better 
delight the eyes of them which did behold 
her ; her robe was of carnation velvet, 
fairly embroidered with parchment lace of 
gold ; her cloak was of scarlet, closed be- 
fore with diamond buttons, and all the com- 
pass of the clpak was likewise garnished 
with diamonds, having between every dia- 
mond a rank of very glorious orient pearl, 
set in suph pi^der ?i^ th^y did pi^urveUovisly 
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deck aad set forth her costly vesture ; so 
that all this in aid of her natural beauty^ 
she seemed so fair^ that many whos^ 
thoughts were free before, were now so 
changed, that from thenceforth they past 
their time less at ease than they had been 
Mfont to do. 

The emperor, albeit he was far in years, yet 
he had attired himself youthfully. After ha 
had received lionarda with that welcome 
which he was accustomed to bestow^he took 
place of Primaleon his son, who was talk<4 
ing with her, and came on accompanying 
her, so charmed with her that he suffered 
none else to approach, neither looked at 
any of .those princes who had taken off 
their helmets, and came near him to kiss 
his hand. Lionarda, when the emperor apw 
proached her, seeing his great age, and the 
authority of his presence, thought that ail 
which she had heard of his fame was little 
in respect of him ; and with all the courtesy 
tod reverence she could, she stooped to 
kiss his hand for the favour which he had 
Touc|;isafed her in permitting her to reside 

o 3 



150 

in his house and court. But he, who thought 
it was he who received the favour, repaid 
her with other words, arising from the sin- 
cerity of his deeds. So they proceeded on 
their way towards the city, and he kept his 
eyes still fished upon her, being amazed at her 
beauty. But as they went, he met with some- 
thing which made him take them off; for 
about a quarter of a league froin Constanti- 
nople, by the hermitageof§lt.*Louis, which 
stood hard by the public way, and under the 
shade of soii^e ash trees which surrounded it, 
they saw a knight in carnation coloured 
^rms, so thick beset with little shrubs of 
gold, as the whole armour was gallantly 
set forth therewith, his helmet likeyvise after 
the same manner ; and in his shield he bare 
for his device in a field of azurcj^ a cypress 
tree hung with nuts of gold. He was 
mounted on a lusty bay courser, having at- 
tending on him two squires, one of them 
carrying a shield covered over with cloth, so 
that the device thereof could not be discern- 
ed ; the other ^eqt before the emperor, and 
paving reined his palfrey, began to salute 
|iiiU in this order : 



6ir^ the knight whom you hehold under yon« 
der ash trees^ being desirous to try himself 
against the knights of your courts of whose 
fame the whole world is envious^ says that it 
is but short time since he bare armour^ and 
now, to make proof of himself, he is deter-* 
mined this day to guard this passage as long 
as his strength sufficeih. Wherefore he 
humbly desireth your highness that you 
would commacnd^our knights to joust with 
him, for he defies them all one by one, ex- 
cept the prince Primalcon, your son, against 
whoni he will not take a lance. 

The emperor was joyful at this, for that it 
Was a mean whereby Lionarda might receive 
some pleasure, and perceive the valour an4 
prowess of the knights of his court ; ancl 
having opinion thjBif -^he knight which had 
enterprized to guard the' passage was some* 
what confident of himself, he returned the 
squire this answer, with a chearful counte-* 
aance and a smiling : Say unto the knight^ 
that I freely give him leave, and I am sorry 
that my aged years will not suffer me to be 
me ampiig the challengeci tp free th^ wa^ 
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for the kdy Lionarda's papnge. I pre 
him DOt to pass till one of my knight! 
freed it^ or till all are overthrown, sine 
my own kingdom I find strangers 
maintain the road against me. Then 
ing at her when the sqoire was gone^ he 
Think younot^ is^dy, that he who keep 
road against me at my own gate^ and 
you in my company^ would not do it I 
ivhere I had not you for mv helper ? C 
the knight is either one of no small cou 
tx he doth embolden himself by meai 
your beauty; and hoping to move ypu to^ 
him in good conceit^ doth offer his pers 
endure a doubtful trial. 

Scantly had the emperor concluded h 
tent> when hesawRoramonte, who in bis 
was esteemed for an especial knight, 
flying over his horse's heels, the other s 
as firm in his saddle as if he had not 
jtooched. This encounter struck a great < 
into the others^ who began to fea 
mishap which might befal them, i 
they who seek things of honour do no 
danger to their persons^ every one i 
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ii6t to be the last in adventnring himself. 
The first among them who couched his lance, 
was Frisol, and he fared like the former ; he 
of the Ash Trees passed by as steadily as in 
the former encounter ; and then turning the 
reins, took another lance from many which 
were against the trees, having been placed 
there by his order, that there might be no 
want of them. Having taken his post, be 
saw that Graciano was coming against him 
with all the force which his horse could 
carry ; and giving his own the spur, he met 
him in the midst of the shield with such 
might, that pieroing through that and all 
his other arms, he bore him to the ground, 
and certes had slain him if the blow had not 
been something aslant. Beroldo came after 
him; but as he of the Ash Trees was that day 
showing all his strength, Beroldo went like 
the rest to the ground, whereat the emperor 
bad much to think. Then Tramiante came, 
and because in their encounter the horse 
tripped upon the root of one of the treeis 
which rose a little above the soil, and fell 
with him, he would not acknowledge him- 
self to be overthrown; and though some 
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held this not a sufficient reason^ the .othei 
told him to mount again as often as he 
pleased, for he would be sooner tired with 
mounting than himself in overthtowiiig him. 
These words were judged by some to be 
haughty ; others affirmed that they sprang 
fix>m the confidence which he had in him<« 
self. Dramiante went again to horse^ being 
melancholick at his disaster ; but better had 
it been for him to have put up with it, than 
to return to the joust, for the knight gave 
him such an encounter, that he went through 
shield and armour, and bore him to the 
ground badly wounded in the attaint ; and 
even as it was, he favoured him by not giving 
the blow full, or else he had surely been ih, 
great danger. This encounter made the 
emperer take less delight in the joust than 
he hiid manifested before, for he now dread- 
ed the strength of this knight, and began to 
fear some displeasure. Then Don Rosuel 
advanced, who was held an excellent one 
among the good ; and though his confidence 
made him lose all fear, nevertheless he was 
undeceived; for at the second career, he 
went to keep his fellows company, he of the 
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Ash Trees losbghis stirrupi^ at which he iraft 
troubled, in that it had befallen him at such 
a time. Howbeit, righting himself in his 
seat, he resumed his place, and saw that the 
doughty Platir advanced against him ; their 
spears brake, and they met together shield 
and body; Platir and his horse went to the 
ground, and the other was dizzy with the 
shock. 

The emperor was so amazed that be knew not 
well what to say ; Primaleon was as much so: 
some suspected that it was Palmerin, for 
from no other was such prowess to be ex* 
pected ; but satisfying themselves that it was 
not he, they knew not what to think ; for 
that it should be him of the Savage was not 
to be believed, because they knew that he 
remained in the king of England's court. So 
that the more they were assured that it was 
neither of these^ the more they held it for s 
great thing that such feats should be at* 
chieved by one unknown. And as they wb^ 
had been overthrown were among the best 
of the court, and those in whom there might 
have been most confidence, they lost all hope 
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that any one would now be able to otrerthroiir 
him; for Estrelante, 6elisarte> and FranciaDi 
had already jousted. And now when there 
were none to advance^ Pompides and Blan-* 
didon happened to arrive. The emperor hav- 
ing afforded them a gracious welcome, ac* 
cording to what they were, and the love 
which he bare them, told them how the ad- 
venture stood, and requested that they would 
do their endeavour to free the passage for 
the lady Lionarda, since there were no others 
from whom it could be expected. 

We will 'try our strength, answered Pom- 
pides, to serve your highness, but not with 
any belief that we can atchieve that wherein 
these renowned knights have failed. And 
no sooner had he uttered these words, than he 
gave the spurs to his horse against the strange 
knight, who came to meet him. And not to 
dwell for ever upon encounters, suffice it to say, 
that Pompides and Blandidon went to keep 
the others company, he of the Ash Trees re- 
ceiving some reverses, and losing his stirrups. 

Then when he saw that there was no more to 
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l>e done, he took 6ff Tiis helmet, and eante 
unto the emperor to kiss his band; but 
-wben the emperor perceived that it was 
bis grandson Florian, he was then as joy* 
ful of his happy victory, as before he was 
aggrieved to see his knights so van()uisfaed t 
yea, themselves did think it no dishonottr 
to them to be overthrown by him ; so that 
what they had before held as a disparage* 
meof, they now received contentedly. Flo- 
riai having kissedvthe hands of the em« 
ptfor and Primaleon, 'offered to do the 
lile to the princess Lionarda; but she see* 
idg one of such young years, to be ac- 
companied with such singular prowess, could 
not but in some degree yield him her good 
will and the freedom of her heart ; howbeitt 
with that grace and beauty with the which 
nature had endowed her, she received him 
with the best and most becoming words 
that could be. And he, though his liberty 
till then had been full hard to be subdued 
by amorous passions, felt himself then as- 
s^iiled by them, the presence of Lionarda 
bemg powerful in occasioning such ex- 
tremes. 
rax. J/ J, ^ 
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Ike If fw seang the passage firee^ said 

Ladj, he who kept the 
now leaves it open ; let 
IK pvoooei before anothec may impede it, 
tlKMigh haiii^ sadi a dumpion on our 
■wtcj I know not of whom we need stand 
in fcar. 



159 



CHAPTER 109. 



When they were come into the city, they 
were received by the people marvelloua 
triumphantly, who presented many rare iiw 
ventions, thinking thereby to please the em- 
peror, though there were.some who censured 
these rejoicings in a time of general grief, 
because of the imprisonment of king Polen- 
dos, Belcar, Onistaldo, and the other good 
knights who were in the power of the Turk, 
When they reached the palace, the empress, 
with Gridonia and Polinarda, came to receive 
Lionarda in the outer room of their apart«» 
ments, treating her with courtesy as an 
equal, and showing to her all possible love 
and welcome; whereat she received great 
contentation, thinking that they which re« 
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ceived her with such ceremony at her £i^ 
arrival, would continue to entreat her thus 

honourably. 

f 

After the empress and Gridooia had ended r 
their salutations, Polinarda next embraced ^ 
her, holding in much her beauty and appear- 
ance. Whoso had then seen them could il 
have determined whether there was any ad 
vantage between them. Each touched with 
«nvy at what she saw before her, feared that 
the person of the other might throw some 
shade on her. But the sight of Lionarda 
greatly heightened Polinarda's love towards 
Palmerin, seeing that the faith with which 
he served her was so sincere, that it could 
not be shaken by such an especial treasure, 
which he had won by so great pain and tra- 
vail. 

So holding one another by the hand, they 
followed the empress into, her chamber, 
where having seated themselves side by side, 
all who were present fixed their eyes upon 
them to behold the perfection of nature. 
JPloriaii having kVs^ed xVve ^m^teas's hand. 
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^o embraced him many times, in that 
he was the son of chat daughter i/i^hom she 
]iad alway lov^d the best/ would have done 
the same to Gridonia, but she would not 
suffer him, and embraced him. From her 
lie went to Polinarday to wbom^ kneeling 
upon one knee, he offered the same courtesy ; 
\mt she taking him by the hand> said. This 
is the time, sir Florian, when you should 
pay for the offence which you have this 
day given to the lady Lionarda,by hinder- 
ing her of the liberty of the way, if I did 
not persuade myself that you are able to 
make her recorapence by your knightly ser- 
vice, for the fault. To which words he 
replied. The will to serve her, certes, I have, 
and though my power is but for little, 
yet if favoured by her, there is nothing 
which would be impossible to it. And that 
I may bear with me some confidence which 
will make me adventure any'^ thing, I be- 
seech you persuade the princess to accept 
me as hers. Polinarda replied^ The prin- 
cess Lionarda shall gain so moeh in this, 
that I believe there is little to request. I take 
the hazard upon myself, , and kus Uei hasxd 
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for accepting you^ as a fa?oar Toiichsafed to 
both, I alone remaining boand for it. At 
all these words Lionarda remained silent and 
abashed/jbeing as jet so young in that house; 
and she now turned to Polinarda with this 
answer : Lady, you cannot wish or command 
me the thing standing with my honour, that 
I would be so forgetful of myself as not to 
perform it, and feel honoured therein. It is 
sufficient to make me receive this knight 
as mine, that he is brother to Palmeriny 
to whom I am so highly bound, and cousin 
to your highness, whom I so greatly de- 
sire to serve. If he conceit that this name 
can avail him in any thing, I consent that he 
take it; but one who performethsuch atchiev- 
pients, can have no need of any aid so trifling, 
to which he should attribute afterward the 
honour of his deeds. Polinarda was well 
pleased with this reply, as well to content the 
knight of the Savage, whom she much 
esteemed, as also to remove the suspicion she 
bad of her singular beauty ; and to remove 
this fear, she would willingly have had Lio- 
narda give her affections to him, that so she 
ipight be secure of Palmerii]^ : for in these 
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cases none are erer so secure as not to feel 
^ome distrust, florian thought so much of 
«vbat had past^ that he knew not how to con* 
^in himself for joy ; and rising up, he went 
to the emperoo who called him, and who 
seeing the talk which he held with these 
ladies, suspected what it might be. And 
from thenceforward he determined in his 
own mind to marry him with Lionarda* 
thinking that such marriage would suit the 
oeserts of both. Polinarda begged that the 
princess might be her guest as long as she 
remained in the court ; and from this time 
these two lived and loved so entirely toge- 
ther, as the one could never be without the 
other's company ; and what occasion soever 
happened of secret sorrow or of joy, it was 
imparted to the other ; for this is true friend- 
ship, and where there is not this confidence^ 
that friendship cannot be called perfect. 

At length the emperor, accompanied with 
Florian, withdrew himself to his chamber, 
where he questioned with him about the 
king of England, and Don Duardos, and his 
dear davghter Flerida, desiring, if it might 
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be possible^ to see them before his deaibi 
which by reason of his great age he now d^ly 
expected. After he had communed with him [ 
about these things, he gave orders that he j 
should be lodged in the palace as he was - 
wont to be. He of the Savage could not 
pass the night so quietly as he was aeons- 
tomed, the remembrance of Lionarda keep- 
ing him awhile from sleep. 

On the next day, after mass, the emperor 
dined in the garden of Flerida with the em- 
press, Gridonia, Polinarda, and her gaest, 
giving them the noblest banquet that ever 
was seen ; and well it was, as that was to 
be the last. After that the tables were 
withdrawn, there entered a damsel attired 
all in black, with a head-dress of the same 
colour, and two squires attending on her. 
Before she spake to the emperor, she kissed 
the hand of the empress, Gridonia, and Po- 
linarda, who embraced her, for that she 
knew her to be one who had been with Tar- 
giana, at such time as she was there abiding 
in the court ; then she went to the emperor 
to kiss his hand, but be withheld it, L\d re* 
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ceived her with his wonted courtesy, and en- 
quired of her concerning the welfare of her 
kdy. Sir, said she, if I did not first offer 
obeisance to your highness, it was because 
1 am sent to the lady empress with the bid* 
ding of the princess Targiana ; but as yoii 
ask how she fareth, it is so, that she hath 
never come forth of her chamber since the 
day that Polendos, your son, and the other 
princes and knights were committed to pri- 
son, during all which time, she hath not 
ceased grievously to weep and lament, insG-» 
much as her beauty ist. marvellously changed. 
The Turk her father laboureth as much as 
may be to dissuade her from this mournful 
l^ind of life^ but all in vain he wasteth his 
endeavour, for she hath said that she would 
never give over continual sorrow, until your 
koights were set at liberty* 

The Turk seeing his daughter's life in this 
extreme point, and that the grief which hath 
brought her to it can in no other way be 
remedied than by yielding to her desire, 
consents to exchange them for his son-in-» 
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law, Albayzar^ whom they of Babylon 
requested of him, that they may enjo} 
among them again : for this cause the ( 
Turk hath sent hither an ambassador, 
win be here either this day or to^morrc 

And for that the princess Targiana remen 
«th well the great honour you bestowe 
ker in your court, and doubteth that ii 
proposal there may be some secret guile 
liath sent me to bring these tidings unt 
empress, in whose presence I have *mad< 
acquainted with that I had in charge 
cause it toucheth you more than it dot) 
other person. She, knowing the old h 
which her fiather beareth towards you, v 
made him seize your knights, at a time 
they deserved other guerdon, dolh not 
this resolution to be so certain, but tha 
adventure it cloaketh some design of fc 
revenge. And though she desire the li 
of Albayzar her husband, above all 
things in the world, she adviseth you i 
deliver him till your knights are iti lull ss 
that if any evil should chance afterv 
she may be without blame. 
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Certes, damsel^ answered the emperor^ I 
always believed that there was such virtue in 
the princess Targiana ; and though the ser- 
vices which she received in my court wer^ 
but small^ I knew they were well bestowed. 
This advice which she gives me I hold in 
great esteem, nor indeed, could any thing 
else be expected from one of her royal con- 
dition; and I shall follow it^ for as coming 
from such a person^ and given with such in- 
tent, it is not to be rejected. When he had 
said this^ the damsel went to Polinarda^ to 
whom she had another message, and having^ 
deUvered it, she fixed her eyes upon Lio- 
narda ; when not knowing her, and seeing 

I her rare and singular beauty, she asked Po- 
linarda if it were not Miraguarda^ for whom 
Alhayzar was vanquished. 
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It is not, answered Polinarda ; this Jady is the 
princess of Thrace, whom Palmerin disen- 
chanted* I know now who she is, said the 
damsel, for I have not forgotten the adventure 
of the cup ; and in truth, if Palmerin rejected 
such surpassing beauty and so great a realm, 
greatly is she bousd uuto him, for wlio^e sake 



he bath ondervalued them. Bat then 
nardia^ desirous to move her from talkii 
that matter^ because she would faia nc 
member how greatly she was bouud^ j 
her many questions concerning Tari 
But at this time tidings ^rere brought t* 
emperor^ that the ambassador of the 
was arrived ; upon which he sent the ch 
princes and knights of his court to 
him. and waited ivhen he was to re 
'him. The daoisel then took her leave, h 
to proceed to see Albayzar, and she proi 
Polinarda, who would not otherwise 
suffered her to depart so soon, to retu: 
Constantinople. 

The emperor desired her to present the 
sage of his good will to king Reci 
as also to Albayzar ; and after that he 
bestowed divers rich and costly gifts o\ 
dismissed her. The ambassador of the 
was received, not as he were an enemy 
as became him to whom he was sent; i 
sooth, though these things were thank 
received, yet none could deny them 
valae, nor that they proved that suci 
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manity^ virtue, and greatness of initid were 
to be found in only the emperor Palmerin, 
vho received even his very enemies with 
love. 

The ambassador having entered the city, 
surrounded by such noble chivalry, dis- 
mounted at the gate of the garden, where 
the emperor then was. Being in his pre- 
sence, after he had glanced around at the 
things which amazed him, he somewhat in- 
clined his head, displaying in that gesture 
less courtesy than pride and presumption ; 
but the emperor, however he disesteemed 
such contempt, spake unto him and received 
him with a glad semblance, as he was ever 
wont to do. The Moor then delivered into 
his bands a letter sealed with a seal of 
gold, hanging by a cord of green silk. The 
emperor having viewed the tenor thereof, 
said, he perceived it was his credentials: 
on the morrow, if he pleased, be might deli- 
ver his embassage, and might now go take 
his rest. 

Sir, he replied, this business is not of a ni^ 
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ttlre' which will allow of rest^ nor can I take 
it till I have said that with which T am come : 
when I have received your answer I wiO 
go rest in mine own tents^ without the walls ; 
for \{ I should do otherwise, the Turk my 
lord would peradventure be displeased. The 
emperor replied, Do what you imagine con- 
venient in your own coneeif^T should not 
for mine own part b6 any whit aggrieved if 
an amA>assador of mine, b'eing with the Turk^ 
accepted his hospitality, so being that he 
fulfilled his duty in the charge conunitted to 
him. Sir, said the Turk, letting these things 
pass, I say, you well know that an hundred 
knights of your court are held as prisoners 
by the Turk, among whom are your son, Po- 
lendos, and Belcar, and Onistaldo,Vith others 
of equal count. And though my lord the 
Turk hath received some injuries from yoai 
vassals, which he might well revenge b; 
putting these prisoners to death, never- 
theless, to witness hi^s noble nature, he is 
content, at the tamest entreaty of his daugh- 
ter, to give them their lives, and to restore 
them in change for his son-in-law Albayz&r, 
who is^ept prisoner iu ih» court pf the kiaj 
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of Spain^ by the commandment of Mira- 
guarda. For this you are to thank the prin- 
cess Targiana^ who with many tears obtained 
it; otherwise your knights would never have 
been released until you had sent him the 
knight of the Savage Man> who stole the 
princess away. 

Certes, replied the emperor, I confess my- 
self greatly bound to the princess Targiana, 
and next to her to Miraguarda ; for had she 
not laid hold of Albayzar, and there had 
been only the virtue of the Turk to trust to, 
I well see how the matter would have ended : 
for I would never have delivered up to him 
the knight of the Savage Man, though 
all the world should have perished. How- 
beit, I am content with the proposed ex- 
change ; but 1 know not what security is to 
be given me that 1 need not doubt its per^ 
formance. 

The manner in which it must be ordered^ 
teplied the ambassador, is, that every thing 
be trusted to the truth of my lord the Turk, 
Your highness must release Albayzar, ai^d bo 
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will send you your knights. I know not what 
better security can be given than this that 
is proposed by the Turk, whom nothing 
could tempt to falsify his faith. 

The emperor leant upon his hand, and 
paused awhile, thinking what answer he 
should make ; but he of the Savage, being 
better acquainted with this race, and fearing 
least the goodness of the emperor should in- 
duce him to trust those who were not to be 
trusted, rose and said. Sir, in so clear a mat- 
ter what need is there to hesitate for a reply? 
Let your majesty remember why he detain- 
cth your knights in prison, and you shall 
well perceive the trust you ought to repose 
in him ; and if you rely upon Albayzar's vir- 
tue, I must remember you, how, not acting 
as might have been expected from such a 
person, he stole the shield of Miraguarda 
from Dratnuziando, who defended it. My 
opinion is, that if king Recindos hath hi- 
therto kept watch upon him, he should watch 
him yet more warily from henceforth ; for 
in this manner the safety of your knights will 
be certain^ and in any other I hold it very 
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doubtfol. If the Turk or hifl ambassador say 
^a,t this which hath been proposed proceeds 
irom his virtue and royal inclination^ I know 
that it proceeds from necessity ; for the sub^ 
jects of Albayzar require him so to do for 
the deliverance of their lord. Knight, re-» 
plied the ambassador^ now 1 know thee ! an4 
if the bidding on which I come did not pre- 
vent me from taking £^rms, I would not fail 
to make thee know^ with w^hat reverence 
thou pughtestto entertain the unreproveable 
word of the Turk. But there will yet come 
a time when thou shalt pay for thjs^ and for 
the rest of thv deserts. Little contented 
should I be, replied he of the Savage, to do, 
l>attle with you, for where so little would be 
gained as in conquering you, so much ought 
not to be risqued, as the waste of time upon 
things so insignificant. At this the emperor 
held out the sceptre which he held in his 
hand, to the end it shor.ldjproceed.no further, 
being somewhat inwardly sorry for what Flo- 
rian had said, ;though he esteemed well of his 
counsel, and was minded to pursue it. Then 
turning to the ambassador, he said, Youought 
not to be offended, when my knights assiat 
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me with their good advice in a matt 
such weighty and especially Florian^ v 
my grandson, and whom it so nearly t 
eih. I will believe that the truth o 
Turk ought to be regarded as the best 
rity in the world ; but inasmuch as the gi 
number of the prisoners^ by reason of 
hath past^ would not be satisfied therew 
dare not give you the reply which you c] 
And though I were so to do, king Rec 
of Spain, I know, would not so wil 
consent with me, whose son is among* 
princes as a prisoner, and who hath Alb 
in his power; wherefore give the Tu 
understand, that when he shall have 
me hom^ my imprisoned knights, then 
send him Albayzar ; and if it be not si 
enl assurance to him that I say this, I 
him as security his own daughter, the 
Targiana, who will make answer for m( 
the knowledge she hath of me ; and a 
winneth or loseth more than any othe 
son in this matter, having her husban 
soner, she will not refuse the terms. 1 
my reply. 
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Sir, replied the ambassador^ I kno\^ that 
sometimes ill counsels pervert good inten* 
tioos^ and thus it is with you. I shall de« 
part^ since there is nothing more to be done* 
You will do as pleaseth you. As for the lady 
Targiana, she I know will adventure her 
life to do your will 5 which she should not 
dO; because you retain in your house him 
^ho did so great disservice to her father. 
In so doings said the emperpr^ he did good 
service to me, inasmuch as thereby I, have 
gained her friendship. I pray you on my be- 
half, and with my hearty commendations, 
kiss her princely hand, and tell her she 
hath power to dispose of me, in any thing 
she taketh pleasure to employ me. 

fhe ambassador made promise to fulfil his 

commands, and took his leave little content 

with the success of his embassy, because its 

deceit had been frustrated. The emperor, 

after his departure, sate and conferred with 

his knights, well pleased with the course 

which had been taken, and still more with 

Miraguarda, who had been the cause c alU 
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The next dayj» aft^ the ambassador wa 
parted in the afternoon^ as the emperoi 
accompanied with divers and sundry o 
princes^ lordsj» and knights^ he perceiv 
enter the great hall^ an aged man, so i 
weakened and over-spent with years^ 
seemed he was ready to fall to the € 
He fli^emed a person of some anthorityj 
his goodly grey locks, and his long ; 
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down to kiss his hand ; but he not suffering 
this, assisted him to rise, and asked of hini 
what he would have. 

Sir, said this aged man, with a voice so faint 
and low as very hardly could be understood^ 
for that your court is always so fortunate as 
to entertain noble and adventurous knights^ 
who are ever ready to succour them that be 
destitute, I have good hope that they'will 
not refuse to afford me their aid, in deliver- 
ing me out of the great affliction whereinto 
by misfortune I am brought. These heavy 
and sad speeches he accompanied with such 
abundance of tears, as seemed sufficient to 
give colour to what he said. I beseech your 
highness, said he, that with that royalness of 
mind wherewith you ever assist the unhappy, 
you would at this time aid me in an injury 
the most great and grievous that ever man 
endured. But because the matter is of such 
a nature that I cannot say more without 
great danger, I pray you to bestow on m^ 
the knight in whom you have most confix* 
dence, iad 1 will bring him into the place 
whexe he may not only rem^y my soirow;^ 



trusted^ yet such is the pity which 
to see your tears, and great old age 
it maketh me depart somewhat fro 
wonted way ; for I do not think the 
be deceit in those grey hairs. This 
whi^h you see standing by me is callc 
xian of the Desert : some name hi 
knight of the Savage Man, he is my 
son^ and one in whom I put the g 
trust; let him accompany you upc 
danger, the greater it is^ the moi 
vUl need him. 

*' . 

^ The aged man^ seeing the marvellou 
tesy of the emperor, fell down before hi 
would have kissed his feet, saying, I 
ip vain I see, most famous emperor, th 
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mt, and as the old man urged him to be 
;one armed himself presently, and depart- 
ed from the court in such great haste a» 
he had not leisure to take leave of^ the 
empress and his other friends. 

The emperor fell into questioning with the 
knights of his court, if any of them did know 
that ancipnt man ; but not one of them all 
could report of whence, or what he was. 
Primaleon marvelled at the trust which he 
had reposed in him, not knowing first what 
thejadventure was. That same day Beroldo, 
the prince of Spain, Platir, Blandidon, Pom- 
pides, Graciano, Polinardo, Roramonte, 
Albanis, Don Rosuel, and the other re- 
nowned knights who were present, departed 
to follow Florian, for that they feared least 
any evil should happen to him, under the 
guileful dealings of this aged man. 

s 

With this the court remained desolate, and 
the emperor, perturbed in mind, fearing 
some sinister chance. He of the Savage 
rode on, in the company of his aged guide, 
all the remainder of the day, and all night, 



\ 

I 



180 

I 

tiU tqfward day-break^ when they- let their 
horses feed^ and took a little rest ; bat the 
old man, to whom all repose was irksome, 
made him presently mount again. When 
the day was far spent they came in sight of 
a castle, on the top of a rock, a strong 
and goodly fortress in the eyes of them that 
did behold it, at th^ foot whereof a river 
of much water had its course ; there was no 
ford, and they must cross it in a little boat, 
wherein two men could hardly pass at one 
time. The old man alighted from his horse, 
and said. You see, sir knight, if we venture 
ourselves together in this little boat we 
should expose ourselves to needless danger 
from which it behoves me especially to save 
you, that you may be reserved for that 
whereto I am conducting you, wherefore ] 
pray you that you will alight, and you foi 
the most security shall pass over alone ; thci 
your squire and I will come one after ano 
|her, aid bring with us the horses; otherwis< 
the peril is certain, and the passage doubtful 
It is so much more fitting, v'fpli^d he of th< 
Savage, to €tr by the advice of one whos« 
long age hath had experience ofonany things 
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than to do right by that of those who have 

I bad none^ that were there no other reason I 

/- would follow ,your counsel ; especially aj 
there seemeth no other remedy : though in 

\ this haste with which you make me travel I 
am sorry to find so slow a passage. At these 
words he dismounted, and entered into the 
little boat, bidding the boatman row across ; 
but snantly had he attained the middle of 

, I the water, when suddenly such a black and 
ugly cloud overshadowed him that he lost 
sight of those on land, and they of him, 

^.; which when the squire perceived, he was 
about to leap into the water to follow his 
lord; but as he was in this desperate intent, 
he espied a great hill before him, covered 

L with snow, which seemed to rise between 
him and his master. Upon this he turned to 
the old man, but he was gone, he knew not 
how; then the squire knew that the tears 
which this aged man shed in the presence of 
the emperor, were to no other end but only 
to shadow the treason which he went about. 

r So there he stood musing a great while, and 
after he had canvassed out a thousand ima^ 
ginatioDS, he concluded to search his master 
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ilbfit ad' thbise parts, and If ft Wefe h 
fortune to find Kim/ he would 'ibeh i>6ti 
the cinperor's cotirt to mia&e known'tl: 
/brtnnate loss, to the end, *^that' Ms fi 
inight tiake upon them to go in queisf of 

When he of the Savage had paiit flie 
4he cloud which before had covered hii 
inaihed upon the boat and concealed it 
bis sight. But as nothing cotild inalc^ 
fear, though he wias weH' aware ihfet 
there was something to be feared, hie 1 
io advance himsielf towards the castle, ' 
fhing being clear on thai side ; the r^^ 
high and troublesome to climb, iirid tl 
liiour he had on being Weiglrty ni'ithi 
^as constrained to rest himself three 6i 
times by the way, so that it was night t 
be reached the t<5p. 



Then the castle gates were opened, dhi 
damsels *came but with lighted torches 
took him between them and led him in 
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he. went ill gladly^. Dever remembering daii« 
ger, not di^miug that there could be any* 
^KoetMnes be fixed his eyes on one, some- 
Uqies 9a,aBather, bis inclination leading hinx 
\fi all^ ai^ is natural to men of so free a con-- 
(jiition. Thus talking with them, he entered 
the CjELsde eourt, whiqh was paved wnth black 
stqnesj and firom thence ascended to a largQ 
aad iU-buUt ball, made after the ancient 
SM^n^, wbeite-a damsel came to receive 
^.Qli wbtp M[a9 accoQipanied by other dame^ 
aad^a^els^i She was of giantly appear-, 
^c^ pot qnly in height of stature, but alsQ 
Uj^the'^reatnesSi-of her limbs, for all was in 
l^oportipn ; about tbe age of sixteen, uglyj 
y, ¥^ X^t v^i^bal graceful ; in the dress a.nd 
q: ^omoients of ber person, of much manned 
^, and. gaiety. She approached the knight af 
the Savage and took him by the hand, re- 
ceiving him with as honourable a welcome 
r a$ could be shewn to the person in whos^ 
hand was her life's remedy, and led hiooi intQ 
^ .chamber of the same ffishion as tbe hall^ 
^d hung with riqh tapestry. 

lie of tb^ Savage, then took ofl[ his belitietf 
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ofTended with herself that she sho 
such weakness in her towards a nu 
had done her so much evil. With 
dignation^ and calling her strong hear 
she subdued that first emotion^ and f 
words to content him and dissemble 
skid^ Sir Knight^ my heart till no 
always been troubled, for a grievoui 
which hath been done me, whereof I 
hope to be revenged : now that I ha 
mcthinks I ha vie all. I pray you tl 
will now go rest yourself, for your tra^ 
require some ease— to-morrow I wi 
the cause wherein I stiahd in need of 



liady, replied he of the Savage, fi: 
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of njo greater value than it is, to hazard it ia 
^nj peril for your sake : though in sooth, 
the greatest peril which could betide me I 
see present, and hold all others as littl^ 
when compared with it. 

• 

The lady, who was little pleased with such 
language, said in reply : Now, sir, it is late ; 
sup, and retire to rest ; in the morning we 
will discourse of what is to be done ; and 
then she took leave with all the courtesy 
which hatred and deceit could feign, and left 
him and went to her apartment. 

The knight of the Savage remained well 
contented, seeing how well she had suffered 
his speeches j hoping that thus, by little an4 
little, he should compass his desires; fof 
though the damsel was not a fair woman, 
yet the disposition of her person, the form 
pf her limbs, the greatness of her body, and 
her singular grace and air, made him affect 
her, thinking that if he might have a son 
by her, he would needs be capable of gre^ 
things. With these thoughts he seated hii»- 
self at the table, where he was served by the 
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damseb that gave him entertainWeiit at tbe 

castle gate: one among them, who served 
hiltn with the cup^ was so much fairer thiem 
' the re^t^ that she presently made him forget 
the lady of the castle^ it being bis way d- 
ways to love her who was present. So talk- 
ing with her and with the oth^rs^ the supper 
past; and that being done they led him into 
a rich and well concerted bed-chamber, 
where they all assisted him to nndress ; and 
at last when they took their leave, she who 
had served the cup approached him^ saying, 
Sir Knight, if time and place did not pre- 
vent, you should well perceive the good will 
I have to serve you ; but since at present I 
can do no more, receive from me this ring, 
a jewel which I greatly esteem> and let it be 
the pledge of another which I'desire to give 
you, of far greater value. 

So concluding, she left the ring in hb haod^ 
and noV attending answer, departed after 
the other damsels. He remained well pleased 
with this language, and when he had lain 
down put the ring on one of his fingers on 
Us left hand $ but incondnently he was tie- 
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prived of all sense^ for the ring had heen 
made for this purpose^ and there was a stone 
in it of saqh virtue, that he could not reco« 
yer his senses till it were taken off. Imme- 
diately Arlanza^ for so the damsel giantess 
was called who was the lady of the rest, came 
with them all into the chamber ; and seeing 
him in this mortal plight, she said, Methinks^ 
my friends, our journey is not in vain ; 
henceforward my mother Colambar may 
live contented, having it in her power to 
take such full revenge and satisfaction for 
the death of her sons Bracolan and Baleato^ 
and Calfurnio and Camboldam also^ all my 
brethren. Then she cast her eyes upon him, 
and seeing how young he was, said, Certes I 
know not how such feats can have been per- 
formed in such tender years, nor can 1 be- 
lieve it possible, unless the favour of the 
gods had been on his side : nor is this to be 
doubted, for the nature of this man, accord- 
ing to his beauty, is conformable to theirs ; 
wherefore I beUeve he hath some affinity with 
them ; and I could pardon him if the injury 
which he hath done me were any thing less 
than it is. But who could r^ent so little tbo 
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death of four such brethren, ai^d the jc 
which my mother and theirs will receive, j 
seeing in her power the slayer of her sons 
Of^ truth, old hatred and present lov< 
arising from the sight of his beauty, were s 
that hour struggling within her. And thoug 
love had on its side her green youth and tb 
presence of Florian, yet long hatred, an 
the blood of her brethren which was the 
present to her memory, prevailed. And i 
women for the most part, when they ha\ 
once determined upon a thing are eager 1 
put it in effect, she would without delay ha\ 
given orders to cut oS his head ; but at th 
time the old man came in, and dissuaded hi 
from this intent, saying. There is nqthini 
lady, now to fear; this knight is in yo' 
power ; do not let the pleasure of his deal 
be yours alone, but reserve it for your m 
ther, and deprive not her of the joy si 
will take in seeing him die that hath cut c 
the flowers of her honourable lineage ; let 
embark him for the island, and deliver him 
her alive as he is,that she may determine he 
and in what manner he shall die, as her gri 
and passion may teach her.. 
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\lb<eit my ji^nd was otherwise bent^ answered 
^lanza, yctj will follow your counsel ; wherer 
fore I desire you early in the morning to se^ 
that the ship be ready^ for my heart will not 
suffer me tp be at rest in this business. Hav- 
ing thus determined^ they left hin^ senseless 
in the chamber^ lying at the mercy of his 
enemies^ far from knowing bis danger^ and 
still farther from being able to remedy it. 
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The' history Bailh^ tliat OolanihBr^ jthe: moH 
ther :^f .the giants Bracolan; andi Ba}ealx^ 
whoinfhe of the Savage slew ia Icelainkl^ iaa 
h^h been before Felated, as she bad tio other 
sobSy and loved these with the perfect love 
of la mother, .when she was certified of tbdi 
deadi> made no shew 4f sontow:, is women 
commonly are .wi)nt to do, but with (Ei manlj/ 
heart coacealed' so great a grief, beittg de*- 
tersiined alwayto seek all ways of iren- 
geance which ftime and chance might ofler. 
With thb deternunation, she cast «;boat in 
heFmhu] a thousand, devices to accomplisl] 
it-; bufcrt^hea- she: could find none whicl 
seemed eiFectual^^she applied for help to au 
old kniight> ivhohadbcien bred up by th€ 
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giant her husband^ ami now lived in another 
island, in *vrhonoL slie trusted to find good 
counsel : for beside being full of experience 
by reason of his years, he was by nature 
wise, crafty, and also something of a magi- 
cian. When Alfernao, as he was called, saw 
Colambar, he was moved to take compassion 
on her, and promised to help her in any 
thing he could to take revengement on the 
knight of the Savage Man, whom he knew 
by his art to be in the court of Constanti- 
nople; Whereupon he said. Madam, if so be 
it shall like you to follow my counsel, I dare 
promib'e to make you contented. She replied, 
I would not have come to yon from so fiar off, 
if I had not persuaded myself on your virtue 
and assured friendship, being altogether mind- 
ed to follow your counsel. Then, lady, said 
Alferaao, you shall perceive what a platform 
I have laid. The knight of the Savage Man 
is at this present in the <jourt of the emperor 
of Greece, his grandfather, where he is 
grown so amorous in love, that he intendeth 
not to depart of a long time from Constun- 
tinople ; yet is he so haughty minded, that 
lo adventure can offer which he will not 
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lightly accept. I will go lo the CQ&rt> 
there prostrating myself before Ihe empei 
in speeches very sad and pitifully couchei^! 
and with many tears, I will earnestly reqsetf 
him to succour me in affairs of great danger, 
whereout it is impossible for me to escape, or 
help myself, without the aid of one of his best 
knights, even he that is esteemed the hardi- 
est amongst them all. I will desire thatl 
may have no other, but only him. This re- } 
quest I know he will not deny me, shadowing \ 
mv intent with such behaviour of virtue as 
I can well enough ; and he of the Savage 
will, I believe, of his ov\'n courage offer him- 
self; but though the emperor should give 
me another, I will so manage as to have him: 
and having once gotten him, I will conduct 
him to a castle which is upon the frontiers of 
Greece and Hungary ; but your daughter, 
the lady Arlanza, must be there, and I will 
tell him that the succour which I have im- 
plored is for her ; and when he is in the 
castle, we will so devise that one of her dam- 
sols shall put into his hand your ring of 
sloop, which the lady Arlanza shall take 
with her for that purpose ; and when he is 
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.overcome i»7.lt, and deprived of all sense 
and all stre^ith>we will bring him to you^ 
to receive such due reward as you shall 
think yourself contented withal. 

My friend Alfemao, replied Colambar, I 
Inew well that the remedy of my sorrows, and 
the vengeance for my children, lay altogether 
ia:. in you : this which you offer is so great a 
r? thing, that I know not wherewith to repay 
sia; you ; and since such true loyalty cannot be 
e a requited as it deserves, I beseech 3^ou accept 
^a^ for guerdon the true desire which you know 
I have to be grateful. I consent to what you 
propose, believing that such perfect prudence 

cannot do anything amiss. 

he- 

*'^j Then she presently prepared a ship, wherein 

her daughter was embarked, accompanied 

with four damsels and as many knights, the 

wind and sea serving them so well, as in few 

days they took landing not far from the 

castle, in which the ancient knight Alfer- 

nao left her with her company, and took his 

way to the court of the emperor of Greece ; 

from wh^ncei by the subtle means you have 
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iiu/a td tettifnt Thdt iail^ltli^B^'jp^ 
^*e- Srfbvrfng tfidfniii^; a^'''s^6ln^ '{ 
break of day^ they pat i!hei» yksohlbt 
Utter/ feafing test he might ^^^«eet 
jknotm of any, abd ^jaV^ned Mib -i!o ttii 
i|thereth6ir;sfhij^was a^kitln^ 'tHtiili ' 
^aSmgtBftiblirkedi the <narIh'fei-sH9rs^ 
Wlv«nd iMavin^: ^'{Slea^M^galli^of ■ 
they'commhteCrtherts^^lves 't6"fh6^ '4n^i 
:tbeseas,^elP^cotfit»Al»a'th€ie thify^'ha^l 
1N» well>;aii4 tabin th^Jrprf^. ' ' ' 

l&inei the feiit^y i^avetli hTm/^ha retii 
lo his sqtritfe, ' whb, tirfaeh Tie haff ' *' lo 
n^aster, and perceived thfe deceit whict 
been wrought him, took the way tb Ctii 
tinople, not hieetifig any p^i'son air t'ha 
from whoiii'he could en6[ui'fe aily thihg 
the^ext day, as he parsed bv^ a forej 
per^ived a khight come foPSi froni 
the ti'ees,; -Where be had that ntght 'slep 
wis richly arbied, having ift his shield, '' 
was borne by his squire, a golden tyg 
afieH of Tert; whereifpon he^feserttlj 
W the sqfce, Hvhoui wbeii h^ heM 



kpcger tb^i||r,'vi^ Selviam> .and the knight 
iM^foie him^^.;b^ Pa)n|erin of England: 
fp^tl^wi);b bje. went to bim, with the tears 
trickling down bis cheeks^ and said^ Sir, 
albeit the news 1 have to declare unto you 
of your brother Florian be not such as I 
would tbfB^ were, yet do I rejoice to re- 
Iskte ihei^ ^ you^ rather than to any other 
^erspn^ being p^^usided that it is in yoiu to 
leoij^ecjy all misfortunes. Then discoursed 
be tb^ wly)l.e circumstance of the matter*. 
* Palmerin told him to bring him presently to 
' the place; he being grievously passionate,^ 
as wqU for the mishfip which had befalleii 
kis bj:other^ as also for the interruption of 
lis jourpey to Constantinople, to which 
pWe his earnest affection called blni : in 
tdis trovbled ^tate of mind, he followed 
tbe squire, using as speedy diligence i^ 
Bright be, for fear of what might happen to 
^i^ brotber ; f^d they arrived on the next 
dsi^^bout ev^q tide, in sight of the castle> 
ar^ pntci;€(d th^, vaHc?y through which the 
^ive^r rap. "P^xs, sir, said the sq aire, is the un- 
lucky ptfce wbcr^ I lost theknigbt of the Sa-* 
^^ge.^iIfiA^my^poble masitei?. Cursed^ quoth ho 
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«r ibe Tyger, may tbe^S^^^rer^ 

^ Overthrow of many k '^oUi"^' 
Khijeht> tod have made wteichi&s and co 
to triumph vH their mis'fdttuiie.' 
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Thta th^y ^dtni^ dbwn to die river; 
fficy dbtxFd iSnd neither boat nor' boa 
«6 they'^bt afciiig by the rnrer^:^^ 
lliSy eame to' a' place whfere tlie ' 
|larfed''int6' two channek^ which pre 
jbintfd again/ leaving an islet in tlhe i 
Xs lie of the Tvger was about to ti 
%fd, a Icnight' called out to him froi 
other side, who Wore over his armour 
^f wild' beasts which he had slain, s 
huhting sword suspended by a l>elt < 
^niel Sir I'almerm, sai d he, do not tn 
passing here^ ift^^ water is deep 'au< 
"bottom strong. '"'I^foceed hieher up the 
nhd I ^vill she^ you a b^tfer fotcl. 
thii Palmerin stayed his horse, to 
What' he shouTd dp, ; but noting the I 
wiftll, he perceived" that it was tiis b; 
Baliatte. Thfen> hoi acquain ting the s 
mth th£i/he disftiiiiijed Horiah's; wh 
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v^ JongCT ^ece$sat•y, and whose presenoe 
^^ a restraint npon him, bidding him go 
^ the emperor's court, and wait there, 
^%Te he should sooner hear tidings of hi» 
faster than in any other place. 

Jle squire would have gladly kept him 
company, but he would in no wise suffer 
bim ; so he went his way, and he of the 
Tyger went up the valley, till in a small 
time he came to a place where the river 
spread itself widely over the shore, and he 
of the Skins called out to him to crosSjj 
for he would find no better ford. And 
though that was the safest place of pas- 
sage^ yet the horses were sometimes fain 
to swim ; but having past the force of tl^e 
stream, they gained to the other side with 
little difficulty, and the knight of the Skins 
offered to take his horse from him of 
the Tyger, who must needs dismount to 
dry himself. But he, who would not per- 
mit himself to be treated with this courtesy, 
leapt off, and took him in bis arms, saying. 
Who would have thought, sir brother, in 
such a time of need, and in so uncertain an 
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odiTentore^ to fiud so good a guide! 
do I lose all fear^ not thinking that Fl 
my brother can run any risk in this 
seeing you are here. Sir, answered Da 
though your heart teaches you to make 
account of danger, this is not one of 
things which are to be lightly accounte 
the knight of the Savage Man is in grea 
certain peril of his life, and his preser^ 
is full doubtful. I have been so unluc 
this business, that when I arrived her 
was already carried away by the stra 
adventure in the world ; and as by m 
I attained to the knowledge of all, and t 
hy knew that his squire would bring yc 
this castle, I chose to wait for you, be 
without me you could have had no infi 
tion concerning him. Then he said, 
three or four days ago, when he was s 
ing his books, it came into his mind tc 
for news of him and of the knight o 
Savage, and how he had discovered th 
old man had beguiled that knight froi 
emperor's court; and with that he 
him all^ even as it had come to pass. 
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It seems then> quoth the knight of the Tygcr, 
that it b needless to go to the castle^ or to make 
any tarriance here^ and that we should make 
for the Profound Island without delay. But 
I fear me, the hindrances which are thrown 
in one's way at such a time as this^ and the 
I length of voyage, may give occasion for some 
evil ; and if that should betide, I know not 
what after-contentment could console me for 
so great a sorrow. Sir, said Daliarte, this 
is not a thing which must he left for any ad- 
venture which chance could offer ; for if the 
knight of the Savage should be lost, it would 
be the greatest loss in the world, and a grief 
which would extend to many'. There let us 
go seek him, without resting, you by one 
way, I by another ; and he who arrives 
first venture his life for him, that by one 
danger we may save another. I well knew, 
replied he of the Tyger, that from so 
brave a heart and so excellent a judgment 
as yours, nothing could proceed but en- 
couragement and good counsel for those 
who stand in need thereof. Let us do as 
you say. So they travelled along the val- 
ley till they came to a place where the 



road divided into two, and then theysepat-- 
q,ted, as sorrowful as tlie mi:>liapof the bnighC 
of the Savage made them ; for love when it 
is great, always Qcgasiyaeth great fear. 
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CHAPTER 112- 



After the knight of the Tyger had parted* 
from the sage Daliarte, he rode on all day 
and all night, for his trouble would not let hrm 
rest ; and because his horse at last, what with 
the weariness of travelling, and the weight of - 
his armour, could go no farther, he took 
Selviam's, which was in a state to hold out 
something longer, saying to him, Selviam, 
my fiiend, thou seest the fortune to which 
my life is offered, and as this horse can carry 
me no long*, I beseech thee go unto the 
nearest port of the sea thou canst find, and 
there take shipping to the Profound Isle, 
which in times past belonged to the giant 
Bravorante, father to Calfumio, and there 
ihou wilt find news of ine> if the ^ea\Vket &o>Ji^ 



though in losing my lite my sorrows 
have their *ettd; yet would that be 
tome, for my true contentment consii 
no other thing than in the remem 
that I endured them for her sake ; an< 
that thought I was able to pat to fli 
fears which love or occasion presen 
niQ. But now^ if death should depr 
of that good which I enjoy in life, J 
not what consolation it would leave, I 
Ijear with me the xecollection of the 
rowa with the which I was contented 
€^4^re worse in thinking that I ha 
th^m. Howbeit. if in the other wo 
r^tajin the remembrance of what we 
1^ in this, I will support myself till 
see her there ; for my soul can enjoy n 
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f to be allowed- NoW bei^aus^ my h^t prt^ 
fia^th greater perils in this journey than I 
bare ever yet gone through, and I know not 
how it may please fortune to dispose of me, 
I beseech thee, if this should be my end, 
scnre thou my lady from that time forth, 
'^^th the same faith and love wherewith thou 
hast altvay served me, and expect from her 
the guerdon which I cannpt give thee, and 
the thought whereof troubles me ; for affec- 
tion so : loyal, and faith so tried and proved, 
and services of such long time, ought not to 
he recompensed by leaving thee only my 
\7idie9-for thy requital. It cannot however 
bjb but that she should bestow favours and 
boDours upon thee, remembering what she 
owes to me, and what I owe unto you. Even, 
ifit should be otherwise, do not repine at 
doing my will till you see that she marries, 
and another enjoys the meed of my labours, 
the thought|Which of all others makes me re- 
6eot death the most. 

These words brought with them tears^ in tes« 
timony of what he felt ; and though none of 

his secret thoughts were biddeA from Sel« 



viamt y€t be would fain not have betrayed 
such weakness at a time when he bad need 
of all his courage; and therefore settiog spars 
to the horse, he departed without waiting 
for reply. But Selviam seeing him thus de- 
part, and remembering whither he went, and 
how little he would regard any thing in the 
world for the preservation of his brotlier, 
and how doubtful that was, bis heart was so 
overpowered with sorrow, that. he fell sense- 
less upon the ground. After a while, when that 
passion had abated, recovering, he begaa 
his way ; and as the weakness of his horse 
made it slow travelling, being almost ia 
despair of effecting the journey, he alighted 
and took the reins, to lead him and give him 
some relief. He had not proceeded far, be- 
fore he saw two knights come across from 
the left, whom he knew by their arms to be 
Beroldo and Platir, and called out to them 
to wait for him. They presently knew him, 
and seeing him in that plight, and bathed iu 
tears, asked him in fear, what the cause might 
bo-: then he discovered to them what bad 
befallen the knight of the Savage, and how 
he of the Tyger was gone to give him succour; 
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but according to what was known of the land^ 
if he arrived there alone it would be a miracle 
if he escaped. Selviain, replied Plaiir, the 
good fortune of your lord is so accustomed 
to atchieve the impossible, that I do not think 
he will fail here : we have seen things,whcre©f 
other men have despaired^ appear trifling in 
his hands. I always thought ill of the ad- 
venture on which the knight of the Savage 
left the court ; but the fear which I enter- 
tained for his life is gone, now that I know 
who is gone to succour him. Nevertheless 
we will follow him to see the end, for if any 
mishap should befall^ it would not be well 
that any one should be without his part 
therein. Come you on as well as you can, 
and embark as soon as you can, as we will 
all do. With these words they both took 
Icaveof him, androde on faster than when 
he met them. 

Now the history saith, that the kniglit of the 
Tyger, after he departed from Selviam, made 
such dispatch of way, as at length he came 
to a little town by the sea coast, where he 
freighted a Venetian galley, which had beeu 
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mtiihsg- ttst frMjght fOB6rdAy»^'4ttid: ! 
fpit oir iK)ttf d with - notfaiag' i btit hid 
•took hb; waj te the: isixad of/iGois 
ithj^ was maoh famed obrdadji'by' ret 
tbe^giaoita tvho' formeily po^seifiedii the 
Eiv:iu':ves8eii whatsoever might tafc^ Is 
ifiiecexhiriBgvtfaetipie thc^iegiantkiiTei 
eniy. beeaise their Hives would iiav<$% 
dbnger/bBt 'alsb becai]»e the dutiies 
they: feyied wero- iasapportable. N 
tbc|xe was but little wiad^ this being^ t 
ginniag^ofsuH^ttner, they rowed atong i 
)wt :im the I third day the wind arose s 
•tnme aadiviokmt^rthat m the midst of 
tsirifi DOBld.ttOt be more rigorous^ s* 
they were driven to take pbeiter in a 
where divers other ships^ being glj 
avoid the troublesome tempest^ had 
anchor; m one of these ships was th^ 
Jlaliarie^ who had been driven in fc 



4kD At the same time readi tbe isknfl of Co«> 
l^mbar*^ :This reasoning somewhat com* 
fQEtCid ihe knight of the Tyger- The tem** 
peH endured all that day; on the next it 
\¥As cleaa abated, and he left the gallej^ cont* 
tenting tjbe master thereof for his pains, aad 
freightedone of those ships which were in 
the haven ; but he would not go in the same 
mth Paliarte. At this time Platirand Berol* 
djO arrived, being on the same adventure ; and 
they perceiving that the knight of the Tyger 
would ti^ave none in his company^ embark- 
ed themselves with Daliarte, and settiaig 
forth of the haven together, they kept com.* 
paoy within $ight of one another until tho 
d>Mrk pight did separate them. 

Now inasmuch as they and their adventures 
will be spoken of in due time, the history re^ 
turneth to. the knight of the Savage MaQ» 
who was carried away, as ye have heard,i 
hy Arlanza, the damsel giantess. She and 
her company sailed with a speedy pace os^ 
the sea, and with such pteasurd as the good 
spccess of their adventui*^ might occasion. 
Ill four days and four nigh^^ being aa 
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favoured of tne wind a&d weather^ thejr cfune^ 
^rrthin the sight*of the island. But then^ as tbeT, 
good fortune of the knight of the Savage 
would have it, he heing reserved for great, 
things^ the weather was changed suddenly I 
with a mighty tempest, and many times they I 
were all m doubt to be cast away ; and in tew 
days they were cast so far from the island, 
as the pilot could not judge into what 
country tlie wind had driven them, both 
he and the mariners bein^ so overpowered 
by fear, that they knew not how to remedy 
themselves. So they drove along under 
bare poles, rather holding their death for 
certain than having any hope of life. Ar- 
laiiza, who was in the cabin with her dam- 
sels, was in such state that she could not 
direct them ; nor was there in the whole 
ship one person who coiild encourage the 
rest, except it were Alfernao. He, wbo by 
reason of his great age and discretion bad 
experience of many things, went wherever 
his presence was most required r; now to 
encourage the pilot to exert his skill, and 
now urging the mariners to bestir them- 
sehes ; but all was ViVv \^«mx, for their hearts 



iid so fainiy seeing so great trouble and daa«* 
jer towards tbeoi^ that the aid which they 
>bouId have given to remedy it was not of 
any account at all ; and their understanding 
did forsake them so amazedly, as they knew 
Qo way 10 help the perils extant before 
their eyes, 

Alfernao seeing them so out of heart, came 
to Arlanza, and said. Take heart, lady, for 
all our lives are in you. This fortune is a 
thing of every day, and as it came sud- 
denly, so it will soon pass. I pray you come 
forth of your cabin, to the end the pilot 
and the mariners may behold you ; for in see- 
ing you they will receive a fresh encourage* 
Qient, and labour as they ought to do. 

In this order Alfernao did endeavour himself 
to do all things that could be done ; ap.d 
Arlanza seeing that what he said w^ gQod^ 
wiping away her tears, would h^ve dis- 
sembled her fear, and gone forth ; but when 
|he behel4 the furiousness of the waves 
sometime lifting the ship up as it were to 
heii^venjL ^1)4 the.a tb^Qwing it 4owq ^o the 
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not able to sustain herself, she seated li 
upon some cushions, near her damsels^ 
fVere bewailing their approaching death: 
she said, O, Alfernao, how soon dc 
deeds receive their reward ! This storm 
arisen only because of our deserts ; and 
licve certainly, that the divine powers a 
termined to punish us' for the gfeat i 
and disloyalty we offer, in seeking the < 
of this knight, who, though he s\ev 
brethren, did only his devoir, slaying 
fairly one after another in plain fight 
which in truth I do not believe tha 
strength would have sufRced, if the god 
not so willed it to punish their exce 
cruelty and tyranny. And we being k 

In] tn fiift' fhi* in«tntf^a« nf tViP r*niifip. arr% : 
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bound him^ and when he is in his naturd 
senses, let the gods determine both concern* 
ing him and us, according to their pleasure. 

. So rising with this determination before her 
words were well ended, she ordered the door 
of the cabin to be opened wherein the knigl^ 
of the Savage lay, little weening the peril m 
which his life then stood ; and taking the 
ring off his fiugerj^ he awoke, and finding 
himself in a ship on the sea, surrounded 
with women, atid with lamentations on all 
sides, astonished at seeing himself in such a 
place, he went out. And when he saw how 
the furious waves of the water did toss and 
tarmoil their bark,, and how the pilot, the 
mariners, ^nd every one in the ship, their 
hearts were dead, because they knew no way 
how to help themselves, he began with noble 
words to cheer and encourage them, and then 
to drive them on with threats. Much was he 
abashed to see himself in such a place, where 
it was the least part of his thoughts to have 
come, and how he came so embarked from 
the castle, where the damsels came and en- 
tertained him so exceeding friendly at the 



gate* This strange adveotore made him de- 
manrd how^ and after what sorr^ he chance^ 
thither; but the danger which he saw immi- 
ncjit before his eyes, would not afford him 
80 much leisure, but compelled him to settle 
his thoughts on that which was more neces-; 

Sry, Then he continued urging them on 
[ day, and when night came, the storm 
seemed somewhat to abate, and they began 
to take courage. He of the Savage then re- 
pared to Arlanza's cabin, and seeing her still 
overcome with fear, seated himself by hen 
and said. Fear not, lady, these little disasters, 
but leave fear for him who is conquered by 
your beauty, and who has therefore need to 
fear. The storm becomes less and less ; dry 
then your tears, such eyes as yours ought not 
to be dimmed by them : that others should 
weep for you were just, but that you should 
weep for any thing, is what X cannot con- 
sent to< 

Arlanza did not tate her eyes from him all 
the while he was speaking; and though she 
well knew that her beauty was not worthy 
of such coxnn^euda^onsjt yet was i^e de» 
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lighted with this flattery^ as is the nature of 
women. Seeing too how faira manhe was^aml 
how he sought to comfort heo and remem-^ 
bering at the same time how she bad de* 
ceived him, anid to what ^nd^ the death of 
her brethren had not such power over her> 
but that hatred was converted into lovc»> 
TTie knight of the Savage perceived this by 
her looks and other symptoms^ whereat AU 
femao became desperate, thinking now that 
his whole practice was defeated. 

The night being spent, at the break of day 
the tempest calmed, the morning became' 
clear, and the pilot gave them to understand 
they were on the coast of Spain^ which 
greatly displeased Alfcrnao. As the day 
brightened, they fouod themselves in sight 
C)f the city of Malaga, which in those daya 
belonged to the Moors. Then he of the • 
Savage, taking Arlaqza by the hand, led b€t 
out of the cabin, and took her upon the 
forecastle to shew her the land. And when 
they were seated) there, he besought her that 
she would tell him why he had be^i put on 
board that ship without knowing it, and hgw 



itwa^ thii^t he had remaioed ge ipaay da?| 

without recoUectibn. which ba had iiot alskeid 

t' \ ' '» ■ ■,.'.■- 

before for fear of d&pleasing her. 

v,^^ ■•...'. : - 

Sir^ quoth she^. ftince my fate will so hav« If 
that I can be do longer your tenemj^ I im 
tc^ you the truth of what yoitf ask, fbr lo^ 
hath brought me into' such estate^ th^tt 
cannot conceal it.' Then tfhe recouhted to 
him who she was^ and the whole as it had 
Mppened. ' Certes, lady, he replied,^ the de^ 
sire I felt to do you service, did not deserve 
this guerdon ; but I hold it now stilt bettei^ 
cLcnployedj, since after having run such extreme 
j^ril, I have your good will on my side to 
apknowledge my deservings. Nevertheless, 
though this be the case^ I know not how 1 
cati sleep in security, having Alfernao here 
who came so far to l^eguile nie so craftily 
and your knights who are at his obedience 
What have 1 to expect, but that they wil 
endeavour to destroy me, for your mother* 
satisfaction. What then I beseech of yoi 
18, that you give me leave to arm niyself, an< 
dispose of them as I think good; and fo 
yih$x respect j^ourself^ be ^ure, that while -na; 
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life lasts 1 shall aWays acknowledge what I 
owe to you, that I may requite h and serve * 
you in whatever is most to your honour and 
^pleasure. Sir, she replied, when I disclosed 
^^s deceit to you, it was with no other de- 
termination than that of being wholly at youc 
disposal. In recompense whereof I pray you 
remember, that I lose my mother, my ptitr:- 
mony, and above all, am exposed to the com- 
mon bruit of ill report, that 1 sold the blood of 
my brethren, placing my affections upon him 
who slew them, and v/ho, peradventure, hath 
placed his elsewhere. Lady mine, said he of 
the Savage, do not think that in this 3^oa 
have lost any thing ; the loss of your mother 
cannot be called a loss, considering what 
her works are. Of the patrimony which you 
should inherit from your father, none shall 
disinherit you, for if I live, you shall enjoy 
this and greater than this; and as time must 
prove the truth of this, I will not say any 
farther. 

While they were thus talking he heard a stir 
ID th6 ship ; and leaving het*, went into liis 
dhbim Arlahza followed to help to arm hiiii, 
and ere he had girded on his mail ceai, Al- 
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femM, with four armed kmglits^ 
tbe cToor ; for seeing hiin in talk 
^^y, and fearing trhat it might be^ 
mined to lay hands on him while I 
armed^ doubting that aftemards 
not be able to do it. He of the Sa' 
.forth, saying^The timeifc now come 
therein thy traitorous dealings she 
thily recompcnced. 

When lifting up his sword to ha- 
him, the others stepped before and 
him; but as in that hour the knight 
vage was full of wrath, and with g< 
he gave no stroke but did its businc 
in short time two w ere laid at his 
others seeing that in flight there 
safety, and despairing of obtaini 
from the conqueror, placed all the 
their own strength, converting de 
courage, fighting valiantly, and 
that if they did not by main might 
the salvation of their lives, all oth 
was hopeless. But the might of 1 
Savage was so much beyond tha 
men, that it soon demolished that 



having' wrilten in his memory, and present 

as it were before his eyes, the words and 

tears with which Alferhaohad beguiled him, 

and the damnable intention with the whicH 

^e had been led away, he longed to give him 

his reward. This made him press them so 

close that he lop> off the arm of one 

hard by the shoulder, and the fourth, for 

tear, leapt into the sea, and there was . 

(Iruwncd, by reason of the weight of his 

armour. 

Then Alfernao, seeing his life in so great 
danger, threw himself at the feet of Ar- 
lanza, saying, Lady, if the faith and love 
with the which I have ever served you and' 
your mother, deserve this rccompencc, it is 
well that you afford it me; but if loyalty 
ought to be recompenced as it hath worthily 
merited, then I beseech you save me from 
the fury of this knight, since the same reason 
which he hath for slaying me, you have for 
preserving me. 

•The damsel giantess was so amazed at the 
iprowess of the knight of the Savage, that 
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the luid neither reccAee^ kft to Mkh|i|^ 
any things nor to answer Alftmko,^ ^ Bat he^ 
seeing him at her f0^t» and her colour gopf^ 
forcing his inclination to content her^ ^ 
to her with a smile^ Alfemao well kne 
lady, where he fribced his hope when 
others had failed him^ and since he knew so 
well, let his discretion save him. Thought 
trow that one who hath spent all his time ia 
evil deeds, will yet commit some one \vbich 
wiU draw upon him payment for all. 

Arlanza thanked hifXrWell for this, and AUe^ 
nao, at her commandment, was put in sure 
guard, lest he should practice any mqre 
treason. 

From that time the knight of the Savage 
treated Arlanza with greater courtesy and 
love, being sensible of what he owed 
her, and laying aside the design with which 
he had eyed her at first; a change greatly to 
be praised : for bdng so given as he was to 
unlawful desires, it was much to be esteemed 
that he curbed them. And though she had 
jielded up her affections to him, yet was ^ 



sift 

3ed to retarn them not with any ghovfe 
:entment, hut with actions- worthy of 
le which he had received from her^ a# 
1 be related hereafter. 
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CHAPTER 113. 



Tbese things being done, it was net 
as there was lagk of water in the shif 
to land; whereupon the knight of the 
not thinking that land safe, commant 
pilot to proceed farther, and the m 
they landed in a haven belonging to 
dos king of Spain, wlierc they restec 
■elves certain days, because Arlanza i 
damsels were weary of the sea. Herf 
nao^ dpsi^ef^ leave, of him to return ii 
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troabled by your means^ and for this trouble 
there is no remedy till the truth concerning 
me be known. You itfust therefore first go 
to the emperor, to let him understand whait 
hath happened to me, from the time when 
you led me away until this present; and 
though your actions and the dread of what 
you deserve may make you fear to do this^ 
you may go safely, for the emperor's cle- 
mency is greater than the crimes of any one» 
It is moreover sufficient for your security 
that I send you there, and that it will be 
known in what I am indebted to the lady 
Arlanza, by whose merits you have preserved 
your life, at a time when you Utile de- 
served it. 

Sir, said Alfernao, liberty is so highly es- 
teemed, and so greatly desired by them who 
are without it^ as sometimes the desire to 
recover it maketh him who hath it not to 
put his life in great jeopardy : then seeing 
himself brought into such mishap, he cometh 
in such sort to repent himself^ as he wisheth 
rather continual servitude than to recover 

liberty at such a price. 
•> 

us 
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Who bei^g <l6s»i!'^ug t%l^v« Dot otf a dvi^Jda 
^ia extent t^'^l^y^ourie6HimapR^\3^ 
i#ithbm fear; bti%^iicbistfeQoho|»&iIJi^ 
the enii|>eiror*ifedufity, thil I tniit haiii^ 

ianza^ Lady,^ wfe^t iifill yiimithat I^ipil $ay 
;^b^riH0thep,^^i^t<dittu'ld ever bee Biy)fertui 

Give her to understand,, she jejdifMii that 

she will have me to be her daughter, si 

iSiEtwtWy'a^ide^ het bfiltJ^sd ta ithisr knight, ai 

1JedAni6 WsfHeBdh^fori*^ 
reVeiige faif hei^^^^ons, -exdept by Josingh 
daughter, so that to piarsue this .pwrpc 
will be to her greater grief. While I 8 
^ ticertain eoh eernii% ^ this, she mti st not € 
pect to see me, btrt I shall obey the (coi 
irianid of tlfe 4?«§ght of the Savsa^jMi 
Gi-feat]y^^f]f6iiM' f est<tem it 4f he vwii 
plat e iiiC ill the hoirse of the emperor 1 

'^rjitidlMfy^^-fhaPI iitghtr^bmm ^the^fiier 

^-Kffip- 6Fth^ iii^y^^thd^grtat'ptirtfeeiges^^tv 

^re th r iriii? afT<3^ also ^ttiinfe - 

^^cleaijed^of tiie? hkreft in ^hidfr-I W»si.^iio 
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tip.*- I rejoice^ answered he of the Savage 
Man, tor see jou m this mind^ and shall fulfil 
fBUT wish, if fortune does not prevent me. 
Yen, Alfernao, for love of me, report to the 
emperor in what good mind thou didst 
leave the lady Arlanza, and advise him and 
the empress to hold themselves ready to be 
her sponsors, and to look out a husband for 
her against the day of her baptism, such a 
one as may be according to her deserts and 
my expectations, . 



^ Alfemao promised to fulfil his will and com- 
^ loandment, and so took his leave of them > 
^ for hi& heart could not bear to remain there 
^ longer. The knight of the Savage Man so- 
- journed there . while he provided him of 
'l arms> aaid then dismissed the pilot and ma- 
rinersy because he intended to travel through 
the conntry at leisure, and shew the things 
thereof to Arlanza and her damsels. 

When ail things were in readiness, he set 
forward with his fair company, and the first 
day> somewhat towards the evening, they 
wrived. within a fair and goodly vs^ley, fuU 



tQe fountain, uiicier ttie snaae ot so 
poplars. M^liinks, sir, said Ailaazi 
der ladies pass theli time wiili greatc 
sure than my fortune hath allotted iHi 
hnve fixed my good-wili upon one the 
placed his elsewhere. He of the 
made semblance as if lie had not utidi 
her, and talking of oilier things the; 
near the tents, which were marvelloi 
One of the damsels then came up t 
saying, It seims a strange thing, sir 
that one man should take upon him 1 
doct five damsels. 1 will give you £ 
of adviet, if you will take it, to relit 
of thia great charge. Even though i 
had advice, replied be, it would not 
soj coming from you. I heseechyou 
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\om; if jrou please^ you may try the joost, 

'JMid which of them shall hap to be van- 

^Pnshed^ shall deliver you his lady ; so that 

^f You overthrow them all, you shall have us 

ril four; aud nine, you know, will be little 

Haore trouble than five. If, on the contrary* 

they should conquer you, you shall give them 

^ach a damsel, and thus you will lose four of 

your five, and still remain with one ; so that 

'Which ever way it may fall out, you must be 

e gainer. 

^ou have. so much grace, replied he of the 
Savage, that to gain you I would jeopatd 
the adventure to lose myself; and time 
seems too long, till I have won you. See 
that this confidence do not deceive you, she 
answered: though I know you so much wish 
to lose your company, that you would gladly 
compound for defeat to be rid of them. 

At this a dwarf from the top of one of the 
poplars began to sound a trumpet, which he 
did with so high a note, as it brought a gal- 
lant echo from the whole valley : presently 
he of the Savage espied four knights come 



squires brought after them, were poi 
silver swanain a field vert. When th 
come to the tents, the damsel rehean 
them what had passed: whereupon 
them answered her : Any thing, lady 
Ve adventured to please you ; hut wo 
have any one risk the loss of you 
nothing is to be gained? To lose m; 
you, and to lose the whole world i 
would be but just ; but to lose you 
thing ought not to be required, espe 
you have not proposed a fair excha 
yourself. If, replied she, you wish 
cose yourself frotn the danger with 
it IS well that my terms be broken 
this be not the case, look how mu4 
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ose them ; and therefore he ventures upon 
he chancey because he has so little to lose 
ind'so much to gain. 

It seems^ cried he of the Savage, that you 
do not well know me. These which I h^ve 
1 shall keep, and those which you have I 
shall take. And the worse you defend them 
the less shall I be pleased, for I am not con- 
tented with what costs little. Since you will 
have it so, said the knight, look to yourself, 
and I will shew you your mistake. 

With these words he clapt down the heavf r 
of his helmet, and having couched his lance, 
he fetched his course against the knight of the 
Savage Man, who welcomed him as he came ; 
the knight brake his lance, he of the Savage 
past on without being in the slightest man- 
ner displaced ; but bis encounter was given 
wiih such force, that the other went to the 
ground, lijttle pleased with what had befallen 
i^ffi^ being so greatly amazed with his fall^ 
that he lay without moving hand or foot* 
Methinks, quoth be of the Savage to the 
dims^ with whom he had made the condi* 



to deny yoii your prize, and since 
hatb fallen on me, whom tliia knig] 
prized to defend, accountme from i 
yours — I had far rather be his who ! 
well how to gain me, than hia wl 
defend me so ill. 

By this time one of Ihe oihers eriei 
lo prepare himself, and as his spear r 
whole from the first encounter, lie ei 
it again in this to such effect, that tUi 
knight was sent to the ground, ant 
his legs breaking at the anele, he wa 
to rise. 

The other two knights, seeing hot 



could ndt pierce his arms. He perceiTinj 
bis horse was weak, leapt ofF, and drawing 
bis sword awaited ihem, saying, Methinks> 
sirs, you do all you can to save yourselves ; 
bat use whatever baseness you will, the dam* 
sels m\\ go with me at last, and you wiU re« 
nain with the sorrow of having lost them, I 
rish you may lose nothing more! — I know 
iot how that may be, quoth one of them ; 
3at this I know, that before you win them, 
ihey shall cost you so much that you shall 
remember them as long as you live, and pay 
for the evil you have done. And then they 
alighted and came against him, and began to 
lay on on all sides. He of the Savage, who 
fliooght little of this danger, as one who had 
gone through greater, received them with 
such rigorous blows, that one of them was 
soon brought to the ground, and the other 
seeing hialife in such straits, thought rather 
9f saving hiinsclf, than of offending his ene-» 
ny. But now the knight who had first 
ousted, and had lain stunned thus long> arose^ 
md seeing such havock made among his 
companions, and the danger in which this 
ist stood, went to his help. He of the Sa« 
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be better pleased with my victory, i 
ladies see how ill they were bestow 
kad scarcely finished his words, bi 
of diem fell at his feet with pitre v 
sad the other ran to ihettamsels, bt 
them to save. him. Good cover ] 
tak^ij quoth he of the Savage, am 
yau ; for certes 5'ou would else 1; 
for the baseness which you hav' 
You, ladies, mount your palfieys, fa 
&iD be gone, lest the love of these 1 
the remembrance of how much y 
them, should make you refuse to c 
ne. They who could so ill deftti 
plied one/ will hardly be lemeoib 
cept to be abhorred. We are j*i 



Lady> answered the kaight of the Savage 
Man^ I aoii not so accustomed to use discour- 
tesj to woiuen that I should do so by you. 
Wiayour will, and the wills of all of ye is what 
I would faiu do, and will do you a thousand 
services to win it. If I fail, the fault is my 
own. Then mounting them> be took frooi 
the horses of the vanquished knights that 
wlrich seemed the best, and gave his shield 
to one of the squires; for every damsel had 
her squire. The tents he left to the four 
wounded knights^ as some satisfaction for 
their \os>^ 
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CHAPTER U4. 



After die knight of the Savage Mao h$bd 1^ 
the jraUey where he vaoqubhed thefoiU 
knights^ he hegan his journey thrAij^fthc 
realm of Spain> being well pleased with bis 
. new company, though he felt it some troiJ^ 
ble to render due compiiments to each of 
them. His aim was above all the rest^ 
to show most honour and respect to Arlanza^ 
the damsel giantess, bearing in memory 
what he owed her; and for this reason^ 
though he bad wicked intentions upon the 
rest, she was not thus aimed at« They had 
not ridden far before, being heated with 
exercise and with the weather, he took off 
bis helmet and gave it to one of the squires; 
when the damsels (beholding his fair visagei 
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and how youthful and cdmely he was withal, 
as well as of so great prowess, began to feel 
new thoughts toward him, far other than 
^hat they had first conceived. His eyes and 
T^'ords were equally directed to them all, 
that he might lose none of them; for they 
are so jealous in these things that any thing 
olFends them, and he was so avaricious that 
he feared every thing. Among other things, 
he asked them of whence they were, and 
wherefore they had b^en in the company of 
those knights. One of tbctn replied, Sir, 
since wel are to do your will in all things. 
We will t^ll you. These ladies are named 
Armelia, Julianda, Sabelia, and myself am 
called Artisia, all of one city, called Arjeda, 
which is here hard by. Those four knights, 
whereof two were brethren, and so were the 
other twain, yet being so allied together as 
they were all cousins one to another, did us 
service, with intent to marry us ; and because 
they knew that by the licence of our mother. 
We canSe oftentimes to recreate ourselves by 
that fountain, there they came to feed our 
eyes with such pleasant gests as they could 
daily attempt in the forest ; and that we might 
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be • better, persuaded of their lov^s,,, .thig? 
would offer the joust to any knight iJiCLtj>assed 
through the valley, summoning theip iher^ 
by the dwarf which sounded the. ^umpi^t; 
this they did oftentimes, and were ^a} ways the 
conquerors, until their fortune failec) them 
upon your coming, and we wev^ unlucky 
enough to propose conditions which have 
made us lose them, and also the liberty of 
returning to our own homes. 

Ladies, answered the knight of the Savage 
Man, he who hath so fair a show of his vic- 
tory, ought on no account to lose it. I well 
remember that I may take you with me, but 
that I should leave you behind, that is not 
to be thought of. I must wait till some one 
conquers me and wins you from me> though h^ 
who is already vanquished by you, wiU hardly 
be vanquished by any other. Now that I am 
in this country, I will shew you the cfiastle of 
Almourol, and the court of Spain, liad then 
any one that is tired of my company^ niay 
depart at her own pfeasureb - * » « 

All the damsels upoh tfafis tbadik^d^^imy and 
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besought him to do as he had promised ; 
for it is the nature of women to desire to sec 
novelties, and go pilgrimages. Arlanza, 
though she also desired the same, was sorry 
that it should be with this company ; for her 
love was great, and she would fain not have 
had it impeded. 

Thus they journeyed till night came upon 
them; then they went to a castle near hand, 
where thev were entertained. Here leave we 
him and them together, and proceed to tell 
how the knight of the Tyger, the fifth day 
after he was embarjked, came within sight of 
the Profound Isle : the pilot knew the land, 
and he gave thanks to God for so fair a be- 
ginning. Then taking the first port they 
found, he disembarked his horse, armed him- 
self, and advanced alone into the island, 
which seemed to him pleasant and fertile : 
He had not gone far before night overtook 
him, in a place where he knew not where he 
should look to find lodging; and being wea<- 
ried with crossing a mountain, he alighted, 
and took the bridle off his horse to let him 
graze* ^nd here he missed Selviam^ who 



than all others. So finding himsol 
and in this lonely place, he was fai: 
down upon the grass, using his hcln 
pillow under his head ; and there he 
the night, busied with careful thons 
which he supt and sustained himselt' 
morning came, earlier to his seemir 
it was wont; for they who pass the 
imaginations after their own liking 
think it shorter than it is. But then 
to mind for what he was come into th 
lie arose and laced on his lielmet, an 
his shield about his neck, and mouui 
horseback pursued his way ; and he m: 
that so rare a ♦ country should bt < 
peopled. About the evening, he cam 
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teeing bim without a squire attending on 
lira^ came and took his horse himself^ and 
afterward helped to unarm him, using him 
villi so great humanity as was. possible. 

Here he rested for the remainder of the day> 
and here he determined to pass the night, 
that he might inform himself from his host 
concerning the things of that country. So 
when they were at supper, and conversing 
upon such matters as occurred, he requested 
his host to tell him to whom that island be- 
longed, and what there was therein, that he 
might report it in other places where he 
l^ame ; to which demand, the ancient knight 
tkis host made this answer : 

Yoo came in good time, sir, to be resolved 
of that ; if it had been your fortune to come 
hither a little sooner, your youth would have 
been in its last extremity of life. For you 
shall understand, that in time past a giant 
named Bravorante, cruel, and full of malice 
and treachery, was lord and possessor of this 
island, and he was wont to set spies at all his 
ports, to inform him when any knights or 
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damseb did arrive^ and when any sach.hap 
pened to come, he would use his cruelty^ the 
knights he would deprive of their lives^ and 
the damsels he would villainously. fQrce> and 
by their spoil made himself rich. And ail 
the sweat and labour of his vassals was 
expended for his profit only. And when 
any merchants, by fortune, came to cast 
anchor in this isle^ he would compel them 
to pay unre^Qiiable duties: but if the; 
refused to pay these imposts, which the} 
knew to be. laid on them without all right pi 
reason^ then would he >inake. them rao^ono 
their lives and persons at a price imposec 
by his will and pleasure. In fine, he wai 
cruel and tyrannous above .all men that eve: 
were bom. At length it was his lot to die ii 
this wickedness,, that in tlie other Kfe b 
might receive the Kiward of it; He thus dying 
left behind hini four sons which he had U 
issue, who wer« in all things like their father 
the two eldest were named Galfomio an* 
Camboldam, who being not. content t 
live in so small a land, went to inhabit an 
other country, where the gods not suiferini 
their tyranny^ they w€re slain by the ham 
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F one only knight, who was called th^ 
night of the Savage Man. We know him 
lere by no other name, and he is thui 
called, for he beareth figured in his 
shield a Savage Man. It may be you 
have better knowledge of him, because yoa 
roam about the world. The two other bre- 
thren, who were younger, were nourished in 
this island under their mother's wing ; and 
against her will, after they judged them- 
selves able to endure armour, they deter- 
mined to depart herice, to revenge the deaths 
of their brethren, Calfurnio and Camboldam. 
With this purport away they went, doing 
after the manner of their predecessors. It 
so fell out that they found him whom they 
sought, the knight of the Savage Man him- 
self, who slew them both in equal battle, 
like a brave and doughty knight. It seems 
that God made him to be the succour of 
Dany, and the helper of these people, who so 
ong lived under such tyranny. The mother 
f these, called Colambar, could not endure 
!ie grief she sustained for the death of her 
bildren, and therefore she practised and 
DSipassed all devices she could^ thereby to get 



named Alferntio, who is goae to the en 
court of Coiistanthiople, it is noir sot 
isince, with good hope to work so era 
well he can, ihat the kniglit of the 
Man may be brought hiiher. And I 
no occasion sliiill lack that in»y hi 
thing, hehalhtaken withhimadainse 
ess Damed Arlaiiza, that is dunghter 
Colambar, and is of young years an 
CDstoms, accompanied with a certai 
ber of knights and damsels ; and ac< 
to the practice which they have t 
and the asiiuraiicc which CoUmbar r 
in this Alteiinio, itU reported that thi 
of the Savage Man shall he brnugl 
And Agaiost the 'day of the saerffk» 
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this iftlaud hath by his cruelty renewed the 
days af his brother-in-law and his nephew; 
ftn evilwhich appeareth the more unsupport* 
able, inasmuch as for some years the people 
had begun to live in liberty. God therefore 
keep yott from his hands, for you are young, 
and any misliap would be ill directed upon 
you; and God preserve him of the Savage 
from craft and treason. 

Believe me, friend, replied he of the Tyger, 
tliething*- which God hath appointed no man 
fitay avoid. God hath willed that this bio- 
ther of Colambar, where he hath come 
thinking to see the vengeance which he de- 
serves, is come to seek the guerdon of his mis- 
deeds. The knighc of the Savage Man I know 
well; God, who hath made him for such 
great things, will keep him from his enemies. 
I am glad to know^ what you have told me, 
and to-morrow, if my fortune will let mfe 
find thi» giant, I will try myself with him. 
It may he that God, wearied out with hi^ 
wickedness, will let him receive such recom- 
pence as is meet^ You say this, sit knight. 
Implied his host^ because you know not what 
vol. III. Y 
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h^ is, Tbis giant is so fierpe and • terrible^ 
that he would not think much of doing bat- 
tle with ten knights. To -adventure your 
youth in hia hands would not b<& courager-r 
we might call it }>y another name.; 

He thanked him for his counsel^ but not a& 
one who accepted it. That night be took his 
rest more contentedly, seeing that he of die 
Savage was not yet arrived, and he had come 
with his succour in good time. Early in the 
morning he took leave of his host, and de- 
parted ; and coming into a forest, where^ 
through he should travel to the city wfi^fe 
Colambar made her abode, he heard upon 
the left hand the roaring of the sea., and it 
came into his mind that he would go to the 
shore, to see if he could espy any vessel, 
wherein the knight of the Savage Man. might 
be embarked ; but as he rode that way, he 
heard a great noise of arms, and puabiug on 
came to the water's edge. There he espied 
a ship lying at anchor, and hard by it tea 
knights maintaining a fierce combat agaiinst 
three, whom he knew to bq Platir, Befol4^^ 
and Daliartc, whereat he received fjnesh coiv 
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tntnient, remembering that they were come 

o 8u<icour his brother. About twenty paces 

Tom them was a giant^ of bigness out of all 

measure^ covered with plates of black steel, 

which were of great strength. He carried 

a huge and heavy shield^ which was bound 

with hoops of steely exceeding strong; and 

bore in a field sable^ some dark and gloomy 

trees. He rode a mulberry-coloured horse, 

and leant upon his spear^ the hilt whereof 

rested on the ground ; being withal so fierce 

and terrible, that the bare sight dismayed all 

who beheld him. He of the Tyger fixed his 

ey^ upon him^ and saw how, being in great 

wrathy he called to the ten knights to lay on 

and' kill the others^ for he should be loth to 

employ his person in so trifling an adventure* 

Butthe three good knights, seeing what worse 

business tliey had before them when they 

fihould have conquered these, did wonders. 

And truly the others were as much sustained by 

the presenceof the giant, as by their own force. 

•Nevertheless, as their strength and skill weie 

different from those of their enemies, they 

began to wax faint, and fall for loss of blood, 

^r for fear. 

y2 
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'I lie giant seeing this, began to right him- 
self in the saddle, meaning to go help them, 
and satisfy his anger. He of the Tyger, who 
till now had lemained beholding the prowess f- 
of his friends, which was well worthy to be ^ 
seen, when he saw the giant pieparing him- ^ 
self, went before him, fearing that his coming 
up might be hurtful, and said. Why wouldst 
thou^ Pavoroso, put out ihy strength against 

men who are so wearied that thev cannot 

•I 

resist thee ? Let them alone, and address 
thyself to me, that as thy mortal enemy 
come to seek thee, and deliver this isle oat 
of thy cruel and bloody tyranny. The giant 
staved awhile to behold him that summoned 
him to the combat in such brave manner; and 
perceiving that he bare a golden Tyger in 
his shield, which the world held in such 
great estimation, he thought that the knight 
had not thus defied him without great confi- 
dence in his own deeds : and seeing that his 
people were now utterly overthrown, and they 
who had escaped were flying for their lives, 
he raised his voice and said, I see well that 
vou are far different in valour from them ol 
this country, and xV\^t^fc^ rejoice to find 



245 

sometlring worthy to employ my strengtfcu 

But J beseech thee tell me, if peradventure 

thou art of the house of the emperor Palme- 

ria, or if either of you be of the lineage of 

Don Pus^rdos^ or of bis sons ; that would 

full well content me, nor can I believe that 

itien of such great boldness can be of any 

other . stock. Give me albradas*, quoth 

tke of the Tyger, for if you greatly desire 

"to meet with these men, here you have 

^hem. We are all of that house. I am the 

^on of Don Duardps, apd brother to the 

-inight of the Savage Man, and I will requite 

•^hee for the treason ye here have devised 

Against him. 

Art thou Palraerin, cried the giant^ the eldest 
son to prince Don Duardos, that vanquished 
Dramuziando and slewest Caniboldam, and 
didst win the Hidden Island, conquering all 
them that kept the same ? 

Why dost thou ask,, said he ? Marry, for that 
I greatly desire, said the giant, to enter the 
combat with thee, in the presence of my 
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- • ^ The reward for bringing good newt. 
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i2$:f r Colambar, and to give her some pkiw 
sc::^. 19 rKTompence for all tbe evil which 
5r.« hath received from thy race. lamhe, 
rep!:;L\i he of the Tyger^ and I am right giad 
Thi; :hou wilt have this battle performed 
there, ibai it may he seen io pnhlic how God 
c^i^Tiwih thy sin<. Well then, said tbe ^ 
<'ince it pleasure thee, wait till to- ^ 
for U is m^w late, and mean while 
•* . . 1 earse rhc tt id to be provided : and if 
: ' ~>c :hv ^ .'trivir.ions would be likewise set 
•" 't-.rk, I have three nephews, that shall 
:r.jur.:^^3 ;hr comhat against them ; but I 
•Vat :hcT wi7. exccse themselves with the la- 
>:..: :r.ey h:ive cone through to-day, and 
v».:.. r!i^*::nr that their armour is broken; 
„> :Vr ir.j.:, however. I will furnish them oat 
o: :':e arcic^crv of mv brother-in-law Bra- 
N .^,^::e, w;:h suii* e&ough, from which they 
:r:a\ oh'^ise. We >:An<: in need of them, re- j 
;l.i\; BeroU'^o. and w 2d take them, that we i 

* I 

:v.\\ :;o: re ,^oi thy Cv^urtf sy ; but though we j 
s:.c;:'.a ha\e hac. (hem not, we would hare | 
iw^vi>:<r>l the combat, as well to accom- 
|\i:.v and co service to sir Palmerin, as to 
/];:i.>ii the K>ouag ooi of all your breed. In 
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;ratb^ said he of the Tyger, I wonid fain that 
>iiT battle should be ended first ; there witt 
be time enow for this, if yon think good ;.if 
not, let it be as yon will. Sir Palmerin^ cried 
Piatir and Daliarte, do not do us this wrong. 
Eemember, if you vanquish Pavoroso^ his 
nephews will not enter the field next day, for 
fear. Consent therefore to what the giant 
proposes, in which you shall do us a great 
pleasure, and all the praise and honour wiU 
be yours at last. 

Seeing it is your earnest desire, taid.ithe 
kniglit of the Tyger, let it be so. The 
giant went away as joyful as might be, for 
he promised himself the victory before the 
knight of the Savage Man arrived ; and in 
this joy he came to his sister, who was full 
sorrowful because her knights were van- 
quished^ as also for the long tanriance-of 
her daughter, fearing some mischance, as 
her heart foreboded. Uowbeit, with the 
coming of her brother she whs something 
comforted, and he began to make ready for 
the following day. He of the Tyger re- 
mabed with bis friend^; and ^ked of them 



ia what manner that. battle had .ttfaaBBel; 
Sir, said Dd^te, as thifi. giants hath s|n«i 
all over the island^ a M^ip no sooner . eoaici 
to, than «iit they rush tO'Be^whp^mafheuk 
it; which it ceems did not hfipfiea io: yo>» 
because they could not be in all j>)ace9. W« 
arrived here ju«t at day4>]!eaky and we ba4 
not finished landing our horses^ when we 
were assaulted by these knights; and be 
eame himself to encourage and animate 
them against us. We might have been iii 
danger had you not so happily arrived; 
and since God will have it so, in like man* 
ner will he have it all come to happy end : 
for now it cannot be otherwise, seeing that 
the knight of the Savage hath not arrived 
before us. 

In this contentment they sent for food from 
the ship, and dressed a little wound which 
Beroldo had received on his arm : for that 
cause Palmerin besought him that he would 
not adventure the combat the next dayi 
but he would by no means be persuaded. 

Paliarte's squire took his horse from hini 



oT the Tyger, and they passed all that day 

^ ttpon the shore, looking out tf any shipL 

** should appear, that they might be as quick 

H at her landing as the enemy. When it grew 

^ dark they went on board, for they did not 

'■ hold themselves secure ashore ; and re^ 

^ membered that it was foHy to trust ia the 

^' faithof the faithless. 
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The aKMnuiig:beulg oome^Trhich wi» tke iday 
of the heftd^ the four knights left.^ the sbi^ 
beuigarmed at attpoints, in amioor which wai 
^gffgmhat turokeA^ so leaving the^ifiin dM 
cMody of the tnaraicrs^ they rodeos iMto^ 
panied wii& their sqniies^ who bare their ibiic^ 
and their shidds^ slowly towards the toWtij 
irhi^ >a-as aboat a half league distant. Being 
coflne thidier, they beheld at the foot of soim 
greatand noble dwellings^ a large-place, whicfa 
was spacious and leTel, and snrronnded on td 
fides with scaflMding, whereon was asseffi^ 
bled an hiaiunerable company of peojJe to 
see the conibat, for that tbey judged it wojdd 
bo die Bttost fikinoos that erer was fongbt in 
that conntTT. And^they were all well con- 
tented^ and heartily widied that it migbt 
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^nd in the giant's destruction, though none 
^qrst make manifest this wish ; for thus it is, 
tliat they who rule by fear are flattered openly 
iind abhorred in secret. 

The four companions saw that this was the 
place of battle, and stopt in the midst of it. 
i\nd now a black carpet was spread at a 
window of the house, and the giant came 
thither, leading his sister Colambar by the 
hand. He had on the same arms which he 
wore yesterday ; his head was unarmed, and 
albeit he were young, his face was so stqjfi^- 
and%43 looks so ferocious and terrible, as was 
sufficient to terrify the bearts of them that 
were not accustomed to see such a hideous 
proportion. And though beside thishewasout 
pf all measure huge, yet had he little the ad- 
vaatage of Colambar, who in the bigness of 
her limbs and size of her body, was well 
nigh equal to him, but by reason of her age 
had more wrinkles in her facQ, which was 
Ugly and black, and lowering v her eyes al- 
\pays seeme4 bloody, and her lips were thick 
and rolled back,^ 90 that her teeth were seen- 
The giaut j^^^ h^r take her seat^ and with 
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his hand pointed out to her the knight of the 
Tyger, desiring her to take some comfort 
for the death of her sotis^ from the vengeance 
which" he would now give her upon thii 
enemy, wherewith she might content herself 
till their chief destroyer was arrived. In the 
mean time^ there came an esquire of his and 
ten serving men with him laden with armour, 
into the place where the combat should be 
fought ; and coming before the four compa- 
nions^ the squire presented the armour to 
them^ sayings The giant saith he cannot be 
content to conquer knights who would after- 
wards excuse themselves that their mfcfbf- 
tune was for want of armour ; and there- 
fore he hath sent you here choice of ar- 
mour, that you may take them that you 
shall think most convenient for you. He bids 
you moreover take counsel, and consider 
whether you think it better to yield to his 
sister's mercy, or to abide the rigour of his 
hands and his nephews'. In my mind, said 
Platir to his companions, it would not be 
well to accept arms from him, even though 
we were -without anv : for it would be better 
to dit: ror Is^ck of ih^m^ than to conquer 
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hrough any assistance which he vcuchsafed 

is; especiaUy as ours are not so much ilpoiled 

}\xx we may very well endure the thai ot* thi» 

z^mbat: my opinion tlierefore is, that we 

should fight in our own ; for in this quarrel 

our good cause is sufficient to ^ve us the 

victory. I am of this mind also, said fie- 

roido. Since you think so, quoth Daliarte, let 

the giant's messenger return, and tell him this 

resolutioq^ and that he may come^ for he is 

wanted in the lists. A wise counsel you have 

taken, said the sqAiire ; for it U&in^. certain 

that you mut^t be conquered, it will be ^jth 

the Jess dishonour. That, certainly, replied 

Platir, you aud yours who w ish it, may have ; 

but we have other hope. 

With this bidding be went to the giant, who 
being enraged at the contempt with wiiich 
they treated him, and the confidence they 
displayed, -his limbs shook for very anger, 
and black sQii^kc came from his nostrils, and 
his voice. jivas hi>arse.and terrible, bo taking 
leave'j[>f his*, sister, be said, L beseech you do 
not go from:the window #inie the b^inle lasts, 
which will not be long/ for I shai. ...ve no 
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pleasure id the victory if I do not see thai 
;^oo enjoy it. And then lacing on his hel- 
met, he went to his nephews, who were 
waiting for him ; they were armed in blact 
armour, conformable to their grief and sor- 
row, and in their shields, in remembrance of 
Bracolan and Baleato, their consins, they 
bore dead bodies in a field table, being 
minded never to change their devices un- 
til they had seen them revenged. With 
them he went into the field, being of such 
exceeding stature that he overtopt them 
by bead and shoulders* When the people 
beheld so huge and immeasurable a monster^ 
and his nephews also, huger than all oilier 
men, strong and courageous, and haviug 
their uncle as welljas their own confidence to 
help them, they lost all hope that the knight 
of the Tyger and his comrades could win the 
victory ; and in truth, that which is great!) 
desired is alway greatly doubted. Now 
quoth the giant, seeing how all eyes wer( 
upon him, now I suppose you will thinl 
it better to yield than to endure thi 
battle. But this wisdom is too late : pra^ 
to fortune therefore to help you ; though 
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hiow not what she can do in your favoof 

against me. 

Ihou art so proad^jquoth he of the Tyger, 
^f the wonder which thoa excitest among 
:hese weak people^ that it makes thee despise 
:bose who have no fear, and who wiii pull 
]own this pride. Let ns do our battle ; the 
snd will be according io the deserts of each. 
Sittce-thou dost not acknowledge the favour 
I did thee, cried Pavoroso, in giving ihee a 
Ktde longer space of life, look to thyself. 
And then he couched his lance, and he and 
bis nephews, with all the force and fury 
which their horses could carry, ran their 
career with such a thundering sound, as if 
the earth would have opened beneath them. 
The four companions met them in their 
might, and all the attaints hit on both 
sides. The giant broke his lance on the 
knight of the Tyger's shield, and pierced it 
through and through, and with such force, 
that it made him lose both stirrups, and 
catch hold on the neck of his horse ; but 
presently he righted himself, and the en- 
counter which he had given ia exchan^ro 
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SO veil deliTcred, that piercing throngl^ 
diieid and armour, it brought the giant 
to ih^ cround, wiih the saddle between his 
kx^ and a woiind upon the left breast, from 
V ..cfa much bloo^ issued. But this he did 
B«^: tVffl. tor me^ancholv at iseeins: himself 
dK5Uotui:ed bv a sinek knight. 

Tlie ctber six veie #11 dismounted, except 
Flarir. wrio kept bis saddle still ; yet was the 
chance so rovi;ni. that he had almost borne 
h.s telows company, having lost both his 
5OTttp*, Nor was this to be wondered at, 
lor the doCiirnaess of the giant's nephews 
w:is extreiue. an.i :nev held their fall to be 
t*r. c'VJites: sha"j::c :bcy had ever receivcA 
bei'/c so i:::lc acousiomed to be thrown. He 
o" '.lie Ty^«er seeing iLie giant on the ground, 
a!^:h?ev; Icsc he should kill hishorse^ saying, 
Fv'vl :h:i!C. cv^me aw ay from thy nephews, and 
Lvk to thys<!f. Thou shale now see ho« 
hi^e 1 am toasi mercy! I see well, said th( 
gLte;:« chat thy good fortune in the encountei 
iiKik.^'s cheif> so bold to speak thus bravely ;bu 
1 have thee here in this place, ^ here, at mini 
CH a pieasiuLO, L shall take satisfaction of th; 
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Wood, hewing away thy flesh with the edge 
>£r| of my sword. Thea drawing forth a huge 
h! and keen cutlass, Behold, he cried^ the true 
rorj vengeance for the death of my nephews I 
J and grasping it in his hand, he delivered 
ici such a blow witli his whole force, that had 
not the knight deliverly avoided it, thft 
giant might have satisfied his wrath with 
H that single stroke. It^fell upon his shieidi^ 
i juit bj the upper handle, and split it cleaa 
[f> through, so that half fell to the ground^ 
|ji and the other half remained upon his aim; 
I whereat he of the Tyger was dismayed, 
><< thinkuig that if a second blow reached him 
1( fairly, he should never feel a third. From 
^ thenceforth, therefore, putting all his hope 
J in wariness and activity, he began his bat- 
tle, avoiding the giant's strokes, and putting 
in his own at good occasion, so that he 
gave him many wounds, though slight; for 
the strength of by arms would not let them 
he greater. That however in his breasc 
was a gieat wound, and bled a stream ; and 
with the melancholy which he resented at 
finding his own strength frustrated, and the 
Yantagf of his enemy, he snorted out sucfak 
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s TB3SS of smoKe throagh the vizor of Im 
hefaK^ that it well Dish congealed tbe 
air. He o: ihe Tvger shifted contioually, 
?.:i v?i him from place to piace^ to weary 
h:cn oat. And now the giant sought as (al 
aia- L^rseemca him to draw back, and the 
tax^ht or ihe I\ ser was not sonrv theieati 
t. r h< desired to see how- his compauions 
s«>e<i; «nd be saw t^t the giant's nephews 
Were bxoa^t to such piiichr, that they tried 
nore lo save themselves than to hurt their 
e3v;!ztie:&; and they on tlie other hand\^ere 
as tresa and active, as strong and as Dim' 
1 e. as ih.^u^h ihev had but just bet^nn 
:>.^*:r ba:Lt:. Fia:ir had handled his matt 
t ".c be<:. for it was he who this dav most 
e>rec:A!!_v s'gnaiized himself. The giant 
Kaol.^:'.:^ ihem m s-oh daager, and him- 
s^if lo hove lest a great part of his blood, 
&::i such a ruLSsani enemv before him, his 
btr;ir; CNrpiii :o fainc« a^ he returned to 
Tie ba:tie w:;h less piide than before, and 
be v"t the i>ger perceiring his weakness, 
Tv .V pre^r hin closer; meantime^ the knight 
:r.a- ticmghi agMau Platir, was so faint and 
itxbl. , thai fie. &tt (bwn to the ground 
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{)efore him ; then Flatir taking )iis hornet 
from him^ struck off his head^ and jhew€4 
t to Colambar. 

^Vhen she saw that fortune was thus fully 
»ei]t against her^ she went from the window^ 
nd laying hands upon her hair, began loudly 
5 lament the death of her brpther, a9 well as 
( her sons; whereat^ the giant rtaftnted 
reat pain, thinking that his sister held his 
eath so certain, that she would not wait to 
2e the issue of the battle. But havij^ great 
Ourage, he determined to try if he could 
ottake life in exchange for that which he 
hould lose. With this deteripination he 
cgan to shew more strength ; but all was of 
ttle avails for he of the Tyger, who knew bis 
weakness, and from whence his strength 
ame^ prost on with such blpws as made 
^Dy wounds, aixd drew from him much 
lood : whereas tjpiose of the giant were of 
D effect, so deliverly were they avoided. By 
lis time his nephews w^re at the feet of 
eir enemies, who cut off their heads with- 
It mercy, and then lool^ed on to see ibe 
d. He oi the, Tyger was somewhat xne^ 
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lancholy mt being the last who should finis 
hi» daj's business, as if the giant had not d< 
served to have longer time bestowed on iiiu 
Pavoroso, like one desperate and who had m 
other hope of salvation than from his owi 
handS; did wonders in this extremity. Never 
theless, as this was only deriving strengti 
frojn weakness, the loss and exhaustion o 
strength increased, till at length he fel 
upon the ground, and yielded up his soul t( 
the devil. 

• 
Then the knight of the Tyger took off hi 
helmet, t© see whether he were alive or dead 
but when he saw no life left in him, h< 
wiped his sword and put it in the sheatb 
and kneeling down upon the ground, b 
thanked God for the victory, believing tha 
without his aid no human strength coul 
have been sufficient to overcome so great 
monster. 

But now so great an uproar arose among th 
people, that it seemed as if there were som 
new danger ; it was this — they were so n 
joiced at their delivery from the great tj 
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* >. ^^y which they had endared^ that with 

^^ accord they cried out to beset the hous^ 

'^ ^lambar, that none of that bloody line^ 

^ ttight be left alive ; for except she was 

*^>yise dispatched^ they feared their former 

^'"vitude. Presently a daine> who was one 

Zr her womep, came to the knight of the 

■ yger^ having her hair dishevelled, and .fell 

^^Wn before him, saying, i beseech yaii, sir 

^^ight, since you have courage more thaa 

^ilough to conquer your enemies, you will 

^ot be fouud wanting in pity to succour 

^ames and damsels. Tbe people $tre going 

to kill ipy lady Colambar, and there are only 

three knights who defend her ; they entreat 

you to save her, and let her receive then ^t 

your hands what punishment you may thint» 

meet. 

He of the Tyger, fearing that if they delayed 
their help would be of no avail, said to hift 
comrades. Sir?, let us succour Colambar 
in this extremity; the rage of the people does 
great hurt m little time. So forcing thei^ 
way through the press^ they reached the 
gate which the knights of Colambar d^ 



fertdedj one of them being Jbm, MMf thoodH 
two f^ndy to yield f)ieaiMil?)9iBj« The htujgjk 
of theiTygeFand his <:omp9nioilA stood -be 
fore them, and turning their faeea to t(> 
people, desired them with- the. best woid 
they eould to. depart to their -lieufHeft^ aai 
assured tU^m they would jiotlftUrfeDc.^ diet 
ii|,«uG|^.,a: siiff state, ^f liher^; thtu( :thej 
iyb(Mi|ill^Q longc;jf he,jpo]est^^wi5h.faGb€fiMi 
tyranny^ <as th$^ faad 4>ee^ ^toQ loi|^fEi.4iii^y*t 
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The popple couceiired Mich. coaAe^imfal Ifj 
ihfiB^ 1?flrds,/ aa^ .^ey • pt^seiitly y 4^fBmi 
thenoGi ^\pfg,. Ihat tUe MandL ^vgh^ ^t& 41 
given tp the .bhigh t of the Tygof > £g!r ^4hal< I 
was his i9wniff.tif^%9 and tb(ey did'heattdl 
desire ihfit bo< would aceegt tbefn- as- hU m 
salsan^ subjeists^ and?pr<Hect them^ andao 
let. the tears of Co^D^bar penuade hio 
to leave her again ia possession pfitV'^fiE^ <ih 
was worse to be endured than ^11 before hei 
He premised to loobi'to -.all thingsi which iii 
garded^tbeir liberty '.■sojgiving.theni'a court4 
pus farewell, he wefft into the: fiffithall^ whbe 
^as iaiFge and, w^l^ w^QfugbH, aori.vliiere I 
4^p^y^{iKc the^Q^riF.f^QHi were^'ihli of-^ 



riea atici lamentations of Colambar's women, 
tid she among them, well worthy then of Coni- 
)assion, little as her actions deserved it, her 
hair all dispersed about her shoulders, hanging 
her head dowti to the ground, and making 
SQcb pitiful lamentation, as her damsels could 
not chuse but bedew iheir cheeks with tears, 
beholding the extreme grief of their lady and 
mistress; who at this instant remembered the 
death of her husband, the loss of her sons, 
wd destruction of her house, and the death 
of her brother, who came only for her sake 
thither, as well to defend her as also to see 
Ae death of the knight of the Savage Man ; 
but now being past all hope to have him, 
and fearing lest by him, she had likewise lost 
her daughter Arlanza, of whom she made 
most high and especial account : all these 
occasions considered together^ compelled her 
to immoderate mourning. 

The knight' of the Tygcr beio.g by na- 
ture compassionate, was 'jlvers ;inies offer- 
ing to comfort her ; but, he judging his pire^ 
scDce would rather e-^irage than pacify her, 
Jiought it best to let hex alone. Her cries* 



&ad groans were not like those oT^eriK'O'. 
men : for as her speech was naturally deep 
and coarse, and now hoarse with lamentiag) 
ics sound ruag over all the arches of the 
house, so that it might well have beea 
doabted ftlrom whence it came. Sir Pal- 
merittj said Piatir, if we are guided by youi 
dispotittion, we shall never have done—Let 
115 dispose of her at once, and secure oar* 
selves firom her wiles, for there is nothing ek 
to tear. Sir Platir, replied he of the Tyger, 
do what von think best, but do not let me in- 
tcrtene, for it is not in my nature to bear to 
s^e the face of one so wretched. So they 
laree took counsel together without him, and 
agreed to send her on board their ship^ and 
canr her to Constantinople, that the empe* 
ror might dispose of her as he thought meet. 
lacoDtinentlv thev ordered her to be takcD; 
and Seing in a manner senseless, she was put 
ill a cart, and carried to the port, where they 
embarked her, and Daliarte remained to 
guard her, while the others determined what 
ihooid be done with the island. 
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CHAPTER n6. 



The history reporteth, that Colambar, over* 
tome with exceeding grief and anguish of 
mind^and worn out with rage, and the violence 
of her lamentations^ fell on the ground in a 
trance, like one dead. Platir, who desired to 
see the end of that house, gave orders to take 
her up in that state ; but she was so heavy, 
that with great labour, and the help of other 
men, they could scantly bear her down into 
the court. There they placed her in a cart, 
which was covered over with an awning, 
md so she was carried away to the ship, 
)eing followed by some of her women on 
bot, and with their hair loose, who made 
uch woful and bitter lamentations^ as it 



Wiien Ihey were come lo ttic : 
conveyed lier tlicreinta, being still 
and two of her dames ^^ouId by 
depart t'ruiu list, but deteimiiicd t 
company till the iasi ; fornoteven i 
in ttiis world are without some 
thetu. When she returned to h< 
ing herself in the ship, and in the < 
her eneiiiics, her power gone,..aQi 
of recoveting it, she would havec 
into' the sen, judging that to be 
way to end her sorrows. Beroli 
nhd Daliarte, who were in the 
her, for the knight of the Tygi 
shore, laid . hands on her, and en 
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^Qt good ga&rd; Dfilinrce therefore remained 
iQ the ship, and Platir and Beroldo went on 
shore, where they found him of the Tyger 
lorrounded by the people, who came to see 
him and serve him, as the preserver of their 
lives and liberties ; rejoicing at last, after so 
aeny troubled, and so cruel a tyranny, to ob-^ 
4ain him for their lord, and thinking this a 
sufficient repayment for all which they had 
endured ; and scarcely could they believe it 
possible that so great l^ppiness should be iii 
«tore for them'« He of the Tyger received 
them with that natural grace and benig- 
nity with the which Heaven had gifted him ; 
but in no casjB would he accept the govern- 
ment of the isle, for that he said it appertained 
to his brother Florlan, he having with greater 
tost of his blood destroyed its tyrannous 
ruiers ; as for himself and his friends, they 
came hither only to find him. 

But if he should refuse this, then perad ven- 
ture he might accept the state whicli they 
^ouU bestow upon him, and meantime would 
in his name receive their homage, and pro- 
vide a governor according to their choice; 
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and he besought them to he contented to 
become vassaU of him, who with his own 
blood, and at diieexpence of so many wounds, 
had purchased them, smd would love them as 
persons who had cost him so dearly. 

The principal persons of the island that were 
there present, made answer, that they were 
willing to rec^ve him for their lord, and ia 
what manner he pleased would do homage to 
him, and deliver up the fortresses. Forthwith 
they assembled together all the commanders 
thereof, and on the morrow delivered up the 
ieys into his hands. The knight of theTrger 
having set all things in due and necessary or- 
der, returned them into their hands that had 
the custody before, until such time as his 
brother should arrive and dispose of them at 
his pleasure. In this business he employed 
that and the following day, being entertained 
with many devices which the people invented 
for his contentment, all far different from 
what his heart desired. And as he was giv- 
ing orders to guard the treasures of Colam- 
bar, which were full .ejreat, being the spoils 
qf many, till the knight of the Savage should 



dispose of them^ he saw Selviam come m, ac* 

companied with the ancient knight who had 

been bis host, at his first arrival in the isle ; 

9uid who being informed of the victory, lost 

k his fonner fears. This was a new joy to him 

' of the Tyger, who felt no joy complete 

while Selviam was absent : for such is the 

{ love of those who have been fostered together. 

The host humbled himself at hisfect^ saying> 
, Sir, if you did not receive in my house that 
courtesy and ^[e^pect which to so great a per- 
son are due, l4t the sorrow which I feel be 
BJy punishment; for to whomsoever your 
presence comes, it is easy to perceive its 
^ worth. He of the Tyger raised him up and 
i embraced him, saying. The honour and 
T courtesy which I received from you in a land 
whtre they were forbidden, I well remember, 
and by how much the more rigorously they 
were forbidden^ so much the more am I 
bound unto you. And for that at this present 
I have not wherewith to guerdon you, I pray 
you to accept the government of this island^ 
the lord thereof I know will be well eontent- 
ed therewithal ; and if fortune vouchsafe to 

9, AS 



of this ancient knight^ hath this peop 
any other governor than yourself ? Y 
replied, my brother, the knight of tl 
.Tage, to whom it doth by greatest rii 
pertain. I feared, said Argentao, thai 
still remained some of the stock of 
rante ; but he who desires ,to serve y( 
also be well pleased to servdvVpur b 
The honour which you bestow«pon m 
cept : for though I am unworthy q{ so 
a thmg, you are not he who should 
little ones, Howbeit, I would ha^ 
people of this country satisfied therew; 
if that be not the case^ I will not 
those who may despise my goverameu 

Kow as this Argentao was a knight of 
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yielded obedience to hhn, thinking it a fifk' 
thing that he should be their governor. For 
virtue hath this privilege, that even they 
vbo are not vittuous acknowledge its pre- 
cmiqlttice ; so he remained governor, to the 
contentment of all. 

He of the Tyger and his companions then 
sent for Daliarte, and Sclviam the while re- 
mained in the ship, who being dismayed at 
the sight of Colambar, and by what he heard 
of the might, of her brother, concluded that 
every thing was possible to his lord. When 
Daliarte came, they determined that the ship 
should sail for Constantinople, and oiie of 
Beroldo's squires in it ; for he, who was not 
only a good knight, but also prided himself 
in being gaily adorned, had always two or 
three squires with.him^ that he might be the 
better served. ITiis one was to present the 
emperor of Greece with the news of the victory 
in that island, and also to deliver Colambar 
into his hands. It was also appointed, that 
ivhen Arlanza and the ship of Alfernao should 
arrive with the knight of the Savage, every 
thing should be surrendered into bis hand^ 



lest any evil might come from him ; s 

the effect of the works of the wicked 

the good cannot be at rest till they are i 

destroyed. From Arlanza nothing wat 

ed ; contrariwise, they desired her bono' 

comfort : for albeit she «ras bred up am 

tyrannies of her father and the cruelti 

her brethren, and notwithstanding 

damnable condition of her mother^ sh4 

always compassionate, benevolent, fu 

pity^ and virtuous inclinations ; in^oi 

that spmetimes by her te^rs and intr 

«he had prevailed upon her parents 

things contrary to their dispositions. 

All things being thus determined, Ben 
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"^cryessel tillsbe.was out of sight, rcmainiug 
"^^eo. with their bodies upon shore, and their 
'^oijghts on t^9^ sea, for that way their 
^^jElXj;^ would have led them, though none 
^^i^ could so* greatly resent that longing 
*s. the knight of theTyger; the others had 
sent letters and messages, thereby something 
Relieving their wishes ; but how could he 
Who trusted his secret to none, find any 
&QcU consolation i 

m 

l?l^ben they had lost sight of the ship, as the 

^y was yet young, and he of he Tyger little 

'Wont to spend idle hours, he asked the others 

if they would visit bis Perilous Isle, which 

>iras hard by, saying it would not be well were 

le to pass so near aOj^ not cdl there. Well 

pleased were they, for^he things of that island 

were such that men might w^ll have come 

from far to see them. ArgeUao ordered a 

foyst to be made ready, whereof there were 

many there, being vessels vhich Bravo- 

rante used more than any others ; and the 

four companions embarked in it, and Ar- 

gentao with sonie of the chiefs ".n another, 

carrying refreshments with them, becA^(»€^ 



they knew not how the place whUb^iv tiicf 

were going might be stored. ■ So tliey delr | 

parted from the Profouad Island^ rmvins 

along itsshore^ that they tiiight behold it it 

their pleasure, for there were many ^ood^ 

towns and large villages therein ; — aoy prince 

might have been well content with such a 

dominion. Argentao from his foyst tolif 

them the names of the places as they weal 

along, and that the population was small ac# 

cording to the nature of the land, by reasott 

of the cruelties of Bravorante/ Tkes th^ 

past that day>and during the night crossed 

over to the otier island. When the morning 

opened, they found themselves aiear it, txA 

cast anchor io the port where Palmerin- had 

arrived when orst he came there, there being 

no other there Then .'having landed their 

horses, they vould fein have mounted ; but 

the way was s> narrow, and the rock so steep, 

that there wai no advancing except on foot 4 

so giving the'r liorses to their squires to lead> 

they began tJ ascend one after another. 

^ If.' 

Long time it was before thej" were come to 

the place rvhere Palmerin found the maQii« 
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menVwiib thew lett<?j» engraven thereon: 
Pass no: tijYthcr. There they mcHinted, for 
tbew4y,tl^cn pernitt^ it^ and rode under 
tkose tWir pvetbotteing boughs, till ihey 
pkm^ the top of thc^rock. The manner of 
that' land seemed r.arvcllouis to the three 
(ompanions, and to Ugentao and his com- 
)mny^ as' a^so the podhncss of the trcev 
aoci the strength of t^e situation. But when 
they w^re come to Jie fountain, they had 
then a greater cause of astonishment, for 
there they saw huge leasts like unto them 
^hich Palmerin slew, vvhen they would not 
suffer him to drink of tic water : these beasts 
tvere so cunningly auc artificially framed, 
that though they were tl.ings of art, without 
life or spirit, yet were they so made to the 
likeness and exact prcportion of the others, 
that their lifeless fierceness struck the same 
fear to the beholders. They were chained 
by the necks with the self same chains as 
the living ones had be!?n, being themselves 
made of metal, by the hand of even so rare 
an artist as Urgauda haself; who foreseeing 
ity and that the memory of a feat so nota^ 
might not be effaced by time^ had placed 
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tbem h^te, upon the spot wlere it had bei 
atchieved* 

Now as this was as nev i thing to him < 
the Tyg^r as to his cotmanions^ he suspecte 
that it was one of Daliirte's works^ and be 
sought him to resolve that douht. Sir, re 
pUed Daliarte, she wbch invented the ad 
venture of this fountair, did well, that as tbej 
who failed therein shald be forgotten, so he 
which should atchievi the honour thereof 
should leave to all potterilies a perpetual re- 
membrance of him ; and therefore slieor 
dained these cruel beasts, framed in the na 
tural shapes of then which you slew, ap 
pointing that as soon as the natural ones dt 
cayed, these should be placed in their stead 
lo the end tliat they which come into th 
island may render continual laud and con 
mendation to your prowess. Moreover, i 
this place where you dew the knights of E 
tropa, you will find their images, being hve 
carved in marble, of the same height ai 
proportion as they were, defending llu 
£l||elds, which you will yet see hanging < 
their several pillars^ even in the same jnaan 



277 

iS they were on the day of your victory and 
iieir overthrow. Here you behold the fore- 
s>\ght of Urganda, whose the island once was, 
and unto whom you are no Uttle beholden, 
seeing that by her means your noble deeds 
are thus registered for perpetual memory. 

Certainly, answered Beroldo, much is due to 
her, but more to him who had the power to 
end such a perilous adventure : as for myself, 
I may say, that though these beasts are life- 
less, I stand in fear, and should not dare at- 
tack them ; much less were they alive. Do 
you not see, said Platir, the letters engraven 
on this fountain? some invite us to drink, 
others warn us to refrain ; but since the dan- 
ger is warranted, w« may taste. I'hey then 
all went up to the fomtain, and washed the 
dost and sweat from heir faces, and having 
drunk of the water, cunmended the sweet- 
ness thereof above all aher waters. 

Argentao, and they o' the Profound We, 
knew not what to say, for they had not hear;|. 
ever to conceive of such things ; and evei 
Platir and Beroldo, albeit ihey were good 
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After they had well aoiii^ the Mugiiki 
-diis. iountaioj they took th^ir "^^f^ .i 
^CMtle, where hard by the moat ude 
toQt ftiir jasper pillars, wherem l^ngea 
ihieldsj like uato. them which; Pa]meri 
from thefbiir.kiiigbtg^ and there: stoi 
iouige&of ibe knights in marble> hayi 
like anaottran^ shields as th^dafenderi 
'thields'bail borae:; and beiog large vJi 
:wd of £»irful. Atreng^h, tbejy weU b 
•tbeivotth of htm who had x>ooqaered 
^ The name of each was wrjirten upoo tl 
of bis shidd.. These thirgst excited a( 
ti«BL iit.tlMni SL&, xioK.wiB he. of: t^. 
' 'Without ft, sec&D£;the d<»gers through- 
kebadpBst^ evea as .f they were pi 

And now., ihe .brid«f^ ^mv^r thp mnn 
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igftin^ and Satiafor came oat to weU 
tiem and cohdact tbem in. 

iks, said Platir, when they had en- 
the courts the things of this cotin- 
nnlike those of all others ; £6r if the 
iires were perilous^ the fortress aod 
koner thereof are not less adiuiraiile, 

the more I see, the more doth ibepr 
at the skill and knowledge of Urgaoda 
:o be esteemed above all odxer, Platir 
: err in this; for as these palaces were 
or her own dwelling and . place of 

where for the most part she made her 
having withher her friend whom she 
3well^ as is related in the history; of 
\y she displayed the utmost of hw 
id ingenuity in the invcniion and 

thereof: and when that skill waa so 
(It in all things^ let any on^ jndge 

i>^ould be when it was employed npoa 
io greatly to her own liking. 

;'6een this apartment^ they came -to 
:e where the. giant stoed, put as that 

c one liad been^ with the iron- m^c^ 

2 9 2 
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in his- bands ; but this they hdd- for foKttl^ 
a feat, in comparison with the fore past, that 
they did not stop to look at it« From thence 
they went to the place wljere he, had crost 
the river; and: seeing the,, manner of tbe 
bridge, and- the narrowness: and rottenness 
thereof, and the depth of^^the water, the k 
sight of this perilous -adventure made them ^ 
forget/aU the bravetfy they had' seen .before. 
Selviam, who till now had goiie on rgoieing 
IB his heart, over .the atchievements. of his 
)Ofd, now lost that joy,' and the tears came 
into ibis eyes, having i before him the peak 
which had beengobe throng in that forti^i 
but the knight -.of. vthe Tyger perceiving 
this, while his other , friends were busied in 
beholding the^ccasions there present, went 
to him a^wd; Selviam, my friend, do not 
think th&t any feat can be difficult for him 
to atc^faieve,'who hath the remembrance of 
the lady.Polinarda on his side. This was 
enterprized and ' atchieved .in her name; 
think it not therefore much. X^^en turning 
td the others' he said, fSirs, let us waste no 
more time on things of so small importance, 
but go eat, for Satiafor is calling us. You 
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think little of them, sir Palmcrin, said 
)]do, for nothing can be much to you ; 
:hey are not to be thought little of. 

ifor then led them into a spacious hall, 
ngular workmanship, and with a goodly 
lect. A tank of water sounded by the 

thereof, and supplied a garden well 
:ed with many trees, some for fruit, 
3 for shade, and all plants in due place 
>rder. Here they were set at supper, 
; served with such pomp and state, as 

wanted nothing that could be devised ; 
atiafor, being desirous to witness their 

welcome into the Perilous Isle, shewed 
^If surpassing bountiful ; as in truth he 
by nature, and now also desirous to 
2 the knight of the Tyger, There they 
the day, and when night cume beds 
provided for all from among the spoils 
tropa, who, as she was a great lady, was 
8 well provided with things necessary 
^r guests, as was needful for her friends ; 
r her enemies, she had prepared other 
me for them. 
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Oa the following mornitig the four c( 
nionswent into the garden, which amoi 
notable things of that place was not le 
*L l)e esteemed ; for as Urganda was there 
to pass the sesta in summer with her i 
she laid it out after her pleasure. 1 
laid out in divisions which were sepi 
bj bi^d walks, all in such rule and 
))ass, that: in no pait was tber? any i 
larity^'and planted on each side witt 
and ifride branching elms, all of equal g 
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ftem all ; and all were as new as if 
i that day been finished. The walks, 
red with white and green stones laid 
;ges^ which gave them the greater 
r and gallantry. As many as there 
its in the garden^ so many were the 
:es of trees^ plants^ and flowers^ coiw 
3 to the place. In some there were 

huge trunks^ so high that they 
to touch the clouds, and so thickly 
you could scarcely find way betweem 
nd so bravely branched^ as the suu 
)t offend any with heat ; there was 
ielicate shadow^ and of such quality 
lire, that in tlie hottest calm of sam;^ 
y always moved M'ith the wind. la 
iiere were trees. reared for the uses df 

the rarest fruits that nature could 

I 

: 'j in others, flowers that blossomed 
ear round, and of as many colours os^ 
brings with her in her bravest. array* 
sre green plats without the intermix* 
any other plants, of a short. herb» 
shaven, whereon to enjoy the sua 
; should be delightful. Here, roogb 
^ggy rocks i^ another dlviiioDj .;qa 
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vered with ivy and other plants, acMinKng to 
their nature, and from the top there opendl 
pipes of water, which fell from stone to 
atone, and were so cnriously devised, that the 
aoond of the water upon the stones presented 
'whatever harmony the nightingales and all 
other sweet birds make in the season whoi 
it is sweetest to listen to them. At the foot 
of the rock all these waters were collected la 
tanks, fronted with a crystal stone wrought 
in masonry of Roman work, of such rare 
gallantry, that the eyes were not more de- 
lighted with beholding it, than the ander- 
standing was confounded in devising how it 
had been ' wrought. And what was most 
notable was, that none of all these things 
had suffered decay ; but all retained theii 
prime beauty and perfect nature ; th^ treei 
had their full leafiness, the flowers theii 
fresh blossoms, the fields their delightful 
^verdure. And moreover, there were cleai 
fountains in convenient places, the waters oi 
which were received in secret pipes, and 
from thence spouted up with great force 
when it ffsll again into great basons of die 
same stone as the tanks^ aad wrought aftei 
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4he same fashion. From thence the water 
spread all ways^ through metal channels, 
and watered the whole g^arden and every 
thing therein ; and this not by th^ labour of 
any one, but the pipes were so devised a$ 
to direct it every where. This was not dpne 
•without mystery ; for that water was of such 
.€XQellent.<rirtue, either of itself, or that the 

f 

•quality of the earth imparted it, that by the 
virtue thereof all the things in that gaidfilL 
Were preserved free froni decay, 

• * I 

.The knights had so much to do in beholding 
these things, that the hour of dinner over- 
took them, and they would not tarry long at 
table, for they wished to return again, and 
survey them at leisure ; and in this manner 
'they passed the day, and when night oame 
on, they past the greater part thereof in dis- 
coursing of the great wisdom and discretioa 
of Urganda, 30 that it was well nigh morn- 
ing before they retired to sleep. When they 
were risen, Satiafor came to them with new 
tidings. Methinks, Sir, said he to the knight 
of the Tyger, that when the things of this 
island are old, novelties are still to be foundL 
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ifrit in' tbe midst of that garden itiiereMi 
yon irere ^walking yesterdaj, and -Wfaacb J 
▼bit evaiy day^ and in the mast open pari 
thetecf^r I have now foand a gvaat square 
chamber^- of the rarest work and faahton that 
I- aver saw*; for tthongh all the other tbingl of 
thiff house inay well be esteemed manreUoiis» 
this/ in my.iniiid^is far above them all, I 
could not enter Ac9nein> for the doer was op* 
cufkied by two huge and terrible giants -wha 
guard it. Noi<r, Siry it is good that ypft trjf 
their courtesy^ for I am persuaded there? 
ward that IS dne to your kni^tly,tinavfli| 
bestowed in conquering this isle^ updoabttd^ 
i^ within that place. . f 

This news did so amaze the knight% tbtl 
they started iup presently^ and armed thien 
selves; and coming into the garden^ the] 
found in the midst thereof^ ubich y^stevd^ 
•bad been vacant^ that stately chamber^ whid 
they stood to. behold^ as indeed it was w< 
fworthy to be seen : for the outer wal 
Ahereof were wrought with soch subtle gailai 
ttriesin white and hard marble^ th^l; it u^oi^ 
luive seeoaed fulL difficult to «4^ecut^ tliedili 
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ill yieldiag wax* It had a lofty spire covered 
with tiles of many colours^ so bright that the 
sight could not tarry long enough upon them 
to determine what they were; when they 
were eyed at distance, and so became more 
endurable, all that could be distinguished 
was, that one colour gave beauty to another, 
and that all were perpetually shifting their 
hues. From the top of the spire there rose 
a long flag-staff of silver, whereon was a 
square vane, aftefr the fashion of a bannerj 
flaade of mcorruptible materials. On one 
«de thereof the starry heavens were figured, 
with all the planets in their circle, and in the 
midst of them Mercury, attired in that an- 
cient habit that they of old tiipe did repbrf 
him to wear; on the other was pictured Her* 
cules, tearing in pieces the chief Cacus. 

At the four corner's of this house were four 
goodly trees, that were just of the height o£ 
the spire, and their branches spreading 
bravely all abroad ; but such that none conid 
d^se neither their name nor quality, and 
tbey seemed things supernatural : and round 
nbout'the house w^ra glass windows of mar- 
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Velldns costliness^ that gave light plentifully 
ibto all places of the same^ the glass having 
' s ancient histories figured on it %vhich were 
^J^ell wmhy lo be noted. Methinks^ said 
J Platir, having well observed the whole, that 
) since Urganda delighted to deck this so 
:' bravely without, na doubt she hath made it 
' far more sumptuous within ; let us therefore 
try the cruelty of the giants ; and if they 
will permit us> see what there is. Sir Pal 
merin, I should greatly esteem the favour 
if in this adventure you would allow me to 
make the first essay; for here and every 
where else, we are at vour commands. 

Who, think you, would hinder yon, replied 
Palmerin, in a thing which you desire sc 
much ? Do your pleasure, and free the en- 
trance for us ; for if you fail we must lose 
the hope of it. The brave Platir, that he 
might not hear himself praised by one before 
whose feats all others were of little accountj 
advanced before he had finished these wordsj 
co\ •'. ( ing himself with his shield, and sword 
in hand, towards the giants, who taking theii 
maces in 4hcir hands, prepared themselves to 
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*eceivfe Tiioii and when he had set Tiis foot 
on the first step, which was not past the 
iieight of one cubit, one of the giants 
coming' two paces forward, as if he^lad been 
a living body, took him in his arms, and 
having thrown him down the two steps to 
the ground, returned again to his post. 

Platir being greatly offended to see himself 
so used, came and made a second and third 
assault ; but he was served as he was before. 
Beroldo then went and tried his fortune ; 
but he sped as Platir did before him. 

Tlie knight of the Tyger, whose heart could 
not endure to behold the failure of his friends, 
went on without waiting to let Daliarte try 
his fortune, and advanced himself to the ad- 
venture ; but as the treasure of that cham- 
ber did not appertain unto him, his lot was 
like that of th» other twain : not indeed, that 
one giant threw him from the defended doqr, 
bat both together advanced toward him, for 
an image of gold which stood over the door- 
way, and was made after the likeness of an 
old wom^p^ clad in the manner of old time^ 
VOL. iiu £ c 
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cabed out to them both to do their doty^ ani 
not tufier her treasure to be spoiled by od 
who was not worthy thereof. Each tbei 
taking ^im by one arm, in spite of aJ 
his strength and conragei they threw biai 
down the steps. Now> though these were 
things of enchantment^ and therefore little 
to be felt or grieved for, yet he of the Tygeij 
tevolving in his memory all his good fortunes 
pasty thought that now that fortune had 
reached its summit and was beginning tc 
decline, seeing that after having' atchieve^ 
things so great, he now prevailed so little in 
one of less consideration. 

In the mean time, while his thoughts wer 
occupied in this conceit, Daiiarte advance 
to the door, more to be partaker with hi 
friends in their foil, than for any opinio 
he had himself to end the adventure ; for h 
well believed, that where the flower of a 
prowess had failed, his would remain fa 
behind. Howbeit, leaping up the steps, h 
offered to charge the giants ^ but witbou 
making any shew of resistance, they hum 
bled themselves at bis feet^ graotijig him ire 
liberty to enter. 
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ontented with this obedience^ he stood 
(vhile beholding the workmanship of the 
ooTy which was of like excellency with the 
^st of the building ; when the image ibat stood 
bove^ in the presence of them all, opened a 
ttle coffer which she held in her lap^ so rich, 
nd of such surpassing value, as to be above 
11 price ; and taking from thence a little key 
f gold, let it fall by a string of black silk, 
hich the sage Daliarte took, and without 
uy further delay opened the door. Th^n 
'almerin, Platir, and Beroldo, joined him 
ithout let, and did all enter with him^ and 
resently they understood that the conquest 
F that chamber belonged to no other than 
im who had atchieved it; and they held 
I still higher esteem the wisdom of Ur- 
Einda^ this being her library, wherein she 
as always wont to study : and cert^s, though 
1 the things which they had before seen were 
imirable, and such as did greatly amaze them, 
et the sight hereof did very much delight 
leir eyes, more than any thing else they 
ad seen in the whole island,, 

"bis library was^ round about garnished with 

^ G 9i 



siieives anauesKsoi goiu, uiiu iiiu uesK: 
supported with birds and beasts of a 
work, all of the same metal. The coi 
of these books were cloth o£ gold, ha^ 
every comer placed precious stones 
credible value, and the clasps also w 
jewelry. The walls, higher than whe 
books reaohed, were round about < 
with images of ladies made to the like 
those who were most famous for the 
and 3ingul^r beauty, they b^ing all i 
robes and devices of apparel as the; 
wont to wear, each in her d?iy; an 
such a semblance of the life^ that wh< 
held th^m could scant believe they wc 
less bodies, for in nothing did they r^ 
things inanimate, save that the limbs 
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vrance^ especially when among those imager 
^liey saw those which they bore ia their 
Qcarts. 



All along one part of this chamber were the 

images of such as lived in the time of Ur-^ 

ganda, hex own being in the midst of themj^ 

such OS she was in the days of her youth^ 

she sitting in a chair of gold^ having a book 

in her band. On her right hand was placed 

Oriana^ the daughter of king Lisuairte of 

Great Britain^ and on the other side was. 

Briolania the queen of Sobradisa : then 

-Leonarina^ the princess of Constantinople^ 

and the two princesses Melicia and Orlinda^ 

each of them having tlieir names imposed 

under them in letters of gold. There were 

none other but these^ wherefore it is to be 

believed^ that the others of their time, 

who had also the commendation of beauty^ 

as is written in the book of king Amadis^ 

were not worthy * of this immortality. On 



* This seems to allude tp the infenotity of all 
tiouators of Vasc» I^obeua. 
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•aotlier side tras to be teen Imsfl h Blon ^e^ 
Gaenever, wife of king Arthur and misti^s 
to Lancelot du Lake^ the second laeo of the 
white bandsy with others^ which in those 
days bad flourished in Gr^t Britaip ; it being 
Urganda's intention to leaver some mepiotial 
of tb^ wonders of (bat land^ ^lec^use she 
waa, a motive thereof. On a third side were 
t})o«e of later days : the ^mpr^s Polinarcla». 
^griola the empress of Allemain^ Gridpuia^ 
Flerida, and Fra^gelinaj^ figured so* near tb^ir 
j^st pro.portio]:^$^ as there wapted nbthiog 
l|Ut life itself: ^ of tbep(^ worthy high praise 
for their surpstssiqg beauty ; byt Flerida wi^ 
judged to exceed them all. On the fourth 
side were those who were still flourishing ; 
PoliQarda the daughter of Primajeon, Mi- 
raguard^^ Lipnarda the princess of Thrace> 
Alte% 3idela^ daughter tp. king X&fi^&es 



♦ As th^ ortbc^grapby Qf this bcroincTs name is doubt&ly 
1 have followed the Portugueze. It supplies another ana- 
logy against the reading which Mr. Walter Scott has foUowed 
in his edition of Sir Tristram. The stories of the Romidl 
Table were popular m Portugal in the fourteenth century— 
of this I have some cmrious instances to addacefaeroifter. 
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if Lacedemonia, and Arnalta, princess of 
^Tavarr^, who, though her actions were un 
worthy of that chamber, yet merited a place 
here for her beauty. Polinarda was seated 
Q the midi$t of these, as she who seemed to 
xcel the other ; yet, if Florendos had been 
here, she would not have appeared so to hlmj^ 
nd he would have had reason for not think-^ 
ng so ; for Miraguarda had such a look, that 
L seemed as if her place had been usurped* 
)a the first side, Oriana and Briolania'were 
f such equality together as it would have 
ried a sharp wit to say which of them was 
lirest : but yet Oriana had in her counte- 
ance a quiet loveliness, which made the 
eholders willing to allow the victory to her. 
lut whoso had surveyed all in the chamber • 
ith a free and unoccupied judgment, would 
ave judged that neither Oriana, Briolania, 
'olinarda, Flerida, nor Miraguarda, who 
ere the fairest, was so fair as Iseo la Blonde* 

he four companions were so amazed at 
hat they saw before them, and each so 
ccupied with his own thoughts, as not to 
otice the extremes of the others. Beyond 
lem all^ he of the Tyger^ seeing the coun-i^ 
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rerreit of her that did so muck tonnent him, 
Vila the same native grace^ and attired in 
the $ame maaner as she was when lie took 
hi> rarewel of her, could not believe that it 
was a thing of art, but fell into such a con- 
ceit of imaginations as though it were bis 
ladv Polinarda indeed, and looked at her as^ 
tUoui;h it were her ver¥ self, with the .same 
tear: and silentlv addressed himself to her. 
saying. Lady, I know well that this is you; 
a?d since it is, it would not he ill done, 
if you were sometimes to change your will 
towards me, in recompence of my love and 
Gcservings. But to whom am I speakings 
or VI hat profit do I receive in using such 
5petches to her, who maketh herself deaf> 
and wiil cot iiear me^ and dumb when she 
should speak to me; in every thing where- 
\ki:h vou should ^ive life to me vou are 
ilead ; but in all that can give me pain, I fiud 
you living, to my cost. If, however, it pleaseth 
\ ou :o tr^at me thus, what have I to complaiu 
or' r ror in fine, what vou wish that do I wish 
aiso. and am content with the cruelty you 
>iu \\ me. thinking thai you are so ; and in 
this confidence I support myself, and it may 
h'^ that iaihislcTT. \[i \>Ka TSjassaRx^ each 
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jilent discourses to her whom he affecteJy 
hey who bad none present to discourse- 
let their phantasies rove at will, not 
ing where to fix them. There Platir 
the princess Sidela*, daughter to king 
aes of Lacedemonia, whom he after- 
s espoused, and became king of that 
try. Beroldo the prince of Spain, find-r 
lOt bis lady and mistress in this place>; 
lot the same contentment as these, and 
vould not confess to himself that she wasE. 
irortbv of a seat there than these others ; 
t is the nature of true lovers to be so^^ 
satisfied with those whom they do affect^ 
they will allow none other to have the 
ige over them. And in truth, Onistalda» 
n Beroldo served, deserved to have been^ 
ig their number; and if she was nofi 
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1 probably refers to the Romance of Platir. His 1na^^ 
nth Sidela is in^licated m the latter chapters of PrW 
n, where Platir is appointed as his father's lineal suc-t 
in chivalry, and Pompides as Don Duardos^s. The- 
licle of Platir was probably obscured by th^ merit ^ 
esen( stpry. 
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found tiiere, it was only beeansetTrganctaliad 
appointed that place for jsiicb fts were parii- 
goDs of nature.. 

When they bad long looked on, Daliarle at 
length <wid^ S\r%, methinks. if you be not in* 
teiTupiedj you will take up yoor perpetual 
abode hi^re, and these lifeless imageis cause 
you to forget them whom your da'ty com- 
mandeth yon to remember ; I pray yon yield 
not so abiK>lutely to these, wbich are no 
other but shapes without substance,, for in 
the beholding these you da but niis-s^eiid 
your time, looking for thai recompence^ 
which they hare not the power to give yoe. 
It is more necessary to go to them whom 
the pictures represent, who in time will more 
sufficiently content your hearts, than your 
eyes receive pleasure in looking on these 
toysy whose fantastic appearances you may 

at any time enjoy. 

... ..... 

At this the knight of the Tyger turned to 
him, saying. What would you, sir Daliarte, 
that he who beholds the wonders of • thia 
chamber should do, but gaze upon them till 
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les all recollection of other things ? For 
f I am, I confess^ so amazed at what 
ore me, as scarcely to know where 1 
What then would he be whose heart 
ven to one of these fair personages ? He 
in this manner, because he would not 
lis friends suspect his amorous thoughts : 
yarting thence, they went again to the 
, where, provision being made, they 
down to dinner, which being ended, 
concluded to depart from the island, as 
was now nothing more to see. Pal- 
being then about to take his leave of 
•or, in the presence of him and of most 
2 other habitants, called for his brother 
rte, and said to him, as he had long re- 
i to do : 

lid not hope, my noble friend and bro^ 
th.1t fortune might one day advance 
such estate, as I might be able in some 
er to recompence the manifold courte- 
[ have received at your hands, you 
t repute me of a base and thankless 
e. And as at this lime I possess nothing 
swith to i&atufest this my great desire^ 
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t beseech yoa^ as a pledge of it, accept thii 
island^ the thing of all others which I have 
conquered with the greatest risk of my persoo^ 
and cost of my own blood ; which I shall thas 
think well employed. And as this place i^more 
worthy to be yours than any other person% 
tod you more worthy than any other person 
of it, I beseech you do not wrong me by re- 
fusing it% At least, remember, that .that 
l^i^hich was of most value Urganda reserved for 
you ; accept therefore the lordship thereof^ 
with the samie will wherewith I offer it 
And from this time forth I enjoin Satiafor tQ 
obey you as he hath done me, and beseech 
you to honour him as I expect, so that he 
may receive from your hands the guerdon of 
the much wherein I stand indebted to him. 

Sir, answered Daliarte, they of this island 
have good occasion to be offended, seeing 
you will deprive them of yourself, to give it 
unto one whom it hath cost so little. I accept 
it because I know that herein 1 shall hereaf- 
ter do you great service in things which are 
jet to come, and which time will discover; 
«nd I accept Satiafor^ not as niy sulyec^ 
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hit as my loving friend and companion^ as weQ 
for the valour of his person, as likewise to 
let you perfectly understand, that I am he 
who vows himself always at your command-^ 
ment. He then offered to take Palmerin'd 
hand to kiss it; but he took him in his arms^ 
and embracing him, said, God grant, sir bro- 
ther, that time may give me wherewith to 
show you how fully I acknowledge all that I 
owe to you. 

Beroldo and Platir thought well of this gift to 
Daliarte, saying that nothing was ever better 
bestowed'; for the island appeared destined 
for his habitation, and for none other's. Sa- 
tiafor, though he was sorry for the transfer, 
yet concealed his mind lest he should pur- 
chase the displeasure of his new lord, to 
whom he advanced himself to give obedience, 
praying however the knight of the Tyger, 
that he would not regard him as another's 
vassal, nor forget him. He of the Tyger 
replied in words with the which Satiafor 
remained contented, and which afterward 
were well accomplished with deeds. Forth- 
with they resolved to depart, leaving Daliarte 

VOL. XXI* 2 i> 
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for some days there. The knight of the Tv* 
ger embarked in the foyst with Argentao, 
meaning to land upon the continent at the 
nearest pointy and then send him back to 
his government ; and he excused himself to 
Beroldo and Platir, giving them to under- 
stand^ that he must of necessity go aloae, 
for that he had an adventure assigned him, 
where he had promised to be on a day aj)*- 
pointed, and must appear without a compa* 
nion. They admitted the excuse, either 
believing it, or judging that it was his plea- 
sure to travel alone. So they entered the 
same foyst wherein they were brought thi- 
ther, tind taking their ftirewel of him, they 
sailed towards Constantinople, the wind and 
weather serving them so commodious, as ia 
few days they attained the firm land. 

He of the Tyger in like manner landed in 
another country, and there dismissed Argen- 
tao, who with many tears, taking leave of 
him, returned to the Profound Island to as- 
sume his government, when the people wel- 
comed him with that true welcome of which 
ire was well iwoT\3aN, 
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CHAPTER 118- 



Some time after the departure of the Icnight 
of the Savage from the court of the emperor 
his grandfather^ he and all his householct 
being in great fear and sorrow^ because there 
was no news of his preservation, and his des* 
truction was held certain by reason of what 
his squire had reported ; it fell out, that as- 
the emperor was one day at table, talking 
with certain princes and knights concerning 
this misadventure and his own imprudence 
therein, Alfernao entered the hall, appear- 
ing now so much older than he had done 
upon his former visit, that they scarcely 
knew him; for the fear which accompa- 
iiieri, and the accidents of these latter days, 
had wrmkled his countenance much, anjd 

2 1)2 
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aDbis limbs. He, coming Woie 
lie emperor, fell on the groaad before bimi 
^ni perforce kissed his feet, saying, Most 
poweitbl Sir, I beseech you, since your be- 
c^Totence, humanity, and virtue are generally 
ul>p€nsed onto all, do not let me find tbem 
t.K.-Lag. Well do I know, that if you judge 
Bie accordins: to mv deeds, there is no rea- 
soQ why I should be excused from grievous 
ponishmeot ; but this your royal nature caa 
sspplr^ which is accustomed to forgive aS 
odfeoces. I, sir, for my misfortune, am tbat 
old msD, who having attained to an age when 
it was time to have put from me all wicked 
thoughts, came to your court to practice evil 
<!<vice% as I had ever been wont to do ; and 
fcicning need of aid, which I had not, yoa 
C^^e me vour grandson Florian, to succour 
me. 

Then be^n he to discourse the whole suc- 
ctT^s, even as it had chanced, and how Florian 
had sent him there to relate ail that happened ; 
liuit the truth being known, all fear which 
woulJ needs be entertained for his safety, 
ifii^tu be remo\ed« 
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^---^ertes^ Alfeinao, replied ihe emperor, you 
^Tought me into one of the greatest troubles 
-lat I ever endured. I know not what pa- 
w.lence could have been so great, as to forego 
the hatred which I bear you, had you not 
brought me news of my grandson's preserva- 
tion. I give thanks to God who hath deli- 
vered him from your devices, and from the 
revenge of Colambar. Henceforth I shall 
be more wary ; your dealing shall remain to 
me for a sufficient example how I give cre- 
dit hereafter to tears and fair speeches, grey 
hairs, and feeble old age. I thank Arlan^a 
for what she hath done, and if it fortune 
that she come into my court, will witness 
my good-will, to requite her virtuous deserts: 
that whereunto I am most indebted is thq 
storm of the sea, which* was the cause of his 
preservation. You may go rest yourself, and 
either stay their coming or depart, at your 
pleasure ; for from this time you are at liberty. 
I will g6 to the empress and give her this 
news, of which she and her daughters have 
little hope. But as by this time the news had 
spread through the palace, before the em^ 
peror could rise up, she canle in with Gri^ 
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douia in her hand, and behind her Polinarda 
and the princess laonarda, who was not the 
one who least resented the loss of her knight. 
The emperor received them saying, I see 
lady^ I have been late in seeking you ; but the j 
desire which I had to hear all that hath be- i 
fallen your grandson, and the perils which 
he hath gone through, delayed me. Then, 
making them be seated, he commanded Al^ 
fernao to repeat his former discourse. Al- 
femao, to whom it was full grievous to avow 
his own wickedness so often, did so, sorely 
against his will, whereat those ladies con- 
ceived a mortal hatred against him ; for in 
women anger and the desire of vengeance 
are alway at hand, and the will of forgiveness 
is slow. And not being able to bear xhe 
sight of him, they made the]emperor dismiss 
him, whereat Primaleon was well pleased to 
$ee their little patience. 

At this time, that their pleasure might be 
complete, they heard a great uproar in the 
place before the palace-r-the cause whereof 
was, that Albauer, prince Beroldo's squire, 
who brought Colambar^ by the knight of the 
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Xyger's command, was arrived, and was 
bringing her to the court. All the people 
•an to see her, as one of the most monstrous 
things which had ever been seen in that 
country, and the boys and children made an 
uproar which rung through the palace and 
llie whole city. Being surprized at this, their 
»urprize was yet greater when Albaner en- 
tered the hall, leading Colambar by the 
hand, for they knew not what this could be. 
As soon as Alfernao saw her^. be knew her, 
and understood that all was utterly lostj and 
drawing near her, he said. It seems, lady, 
the same misfortune that brought me hither, 
hath had the like authority over you ; I be- 
seech you take all patiently, since it is the 
will of fate, and hath long been reserved for 
you. When Colambar, who had all this 
while eyed the emperor and those ladies, 
turned round and knew Alfernao, she began 
to cry aloud, suspecting that she was be- 
trayed, as though with her voice she would 
have shaken the hall in pieces : and then 
such sobs came from the very bottom of 
her breast, so loud and mournful, that the 
empress and those princesses, with their wo^ 
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iTc:;. cobid not bear to hear them^ and had 
:; / &3d fear of her at the same time; foe 
>ie »i5 Doi onlv huge and ugljontof all 
T r. »nion. but her lamentation made her 
...pejLT more hideous and frightful. Wheii 
.i: 1^3gih her tears allowed her power lo 
»p^ik, she said with a hoarse voice, Al- 
::niv^, is :h;s the end of the trust which I 
rvrri<d in dice, and of the love which my 
:.*->r;aavl Br^vorante, in his life-time, did bear 
: '^rr: : ^^litfe is Arlanza my daughter ? Where 
bi-: :hcu !cit her? into whose hands hast 
:hj- betrayed her, depriving me of my child 
\^ho:a I have trusted to thee : 

I .i,-y, rep!:cJ Alremao, it is plain you treat 
:..c .^s or.c not knowing what has chanced, 
",:: i> i: much that you should suspect my 
;:u:>.. i; lM:i:i2: vour nature never to have 
p^rrVot conddt-nce in any thmg. I have just 
r:l\:cd my miseries twice, and must now yet 
or.oo :ic»iin repeat them for the third time, 
::^i: voa mav uu: erstand what vou owe me, 
aiivi how li:;Ie we t>oih owe :o fortune. Then 
!Ki\ ::^c once more uafolded the whoJe circiim- 
s:.uce of that which had happened since 
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lits. <Jcparture from] her, at the end ot 
lis (Kscourse added, yaui* daughter Arlanza 
leomins well pleased with herself, and saith, 
d(at if you wowkl have her regard you as her 
mother, it is. necessary that you must become 
the friend of him whom vou have ever re- 
garded.asyour enemy, and forget the death of 
your son&, and lay aside your hatred against 
liar who slew them; else you must needs lose 
ker as well as her brethren. Believe me, 
Alfernao, said Colambar, in all my misfor- 
lanes there is nothing w hich aflSicteth me so 
much as these words, from her whom I 
Ironght forth.. Would to God that the sam^ 
end which I have seen my sons come to 'had 
lefallen her also,, rather than I had lived to 
see her affecting the destroyer of her race. 
Kow then let all miseries fall upon me which 
the world can bestow. I neither feel nor 
fear them, nor will I have any consolation 
for this wretchedness I And with that new 
passion, unable to keep on foot, she seated 
herself on the grounrl, her spirits failing like, 
one dead, so that it was some time before 
she could speak* In that while Albaner 
BMuIc l^nown to the emperor the whole cir- 
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cumstance of what happened in the Profomid 
Isle ; both how Palmerin had slain the giaat 
Pavoroso, and how his three nephews were 
deprived of their lives by the prowess of Be- 
roldo^ Platir^ and Daliarte ; news which did 
greatly satisfy Primaleon and Gridonia^ hear- 
ing thus of the great chivaky of their son. 
He related^ moreover, how the people of the 
Profound Isle had chosen the knight of the 
Savage Man for their lord, and because be 
was absent, Palmerin had placed Argentao 
to rule the Isle ; and that they had departed 
to the Perilous Island, where th^ would re- 
main a few days, and then take their way to 
Constantinople. I know, said the emperor' 
that all good fortune is reserved for Palme- 
rin ; if 1 had known he had taken with him 
so good a guide as Daliarte, I should have 
had little fear of Florian*s safety. And novr, 
would that I could see them here, for my 
condition tells me that I have but short time 
to enjoy them. 

Then calling again for Alfernaa, be asked him 
if it was the intention of the knight of the Sa- 
vage xMan to travel long in the realm of Spaia. 
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Sir, answered Alfernao, he is not minded to 
return unto your court> before he have first 
shown the castle of Almourol to Arlauza^ 
The princess Lionarda heard this well, and 
as she was already yielded up to love, it was 
nothing agreeable to her, thinking that the 
sight of Miraguarda would occasion some 
change in him $ on the other hand, she re-- 
membered, that being there he would do 
battle with the keeper of the shield^ and that 
when he had conquered him in her name^ 
her praise would be the greater. Polinarda> 
who perceived these thoughts, being herself 
acquainted with such fears, said to her, let 
your knightj lady, go wherever his incli- 
nation leads him ; for I dare assure you there 
is nothing in the world which can change 
that with the which he went from hence. 
Time will shew whether I know him well or 
ill; — have you no fear of Miraguarda's beau- 
ty, for you are one who need have no such 
fear of any ! From you, lady, replied Lionarda^ 
1 cannot conceal this fear, — from any other 
it should have been dissembled : but this fear 
1 feel, and am glad that you have relieved k* 
with these words, which, as being your», do 
something assure me» 
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The emperor then bade Alfemao tell ColaoH 
bar to take comfort, since her grief ansA^ 
not be remedied by this extreme passion, ani 
to be Mire that she should in that house re* 
ccive a full favourable welcome, as themotha 
of Arlanza; and if she would become a Chris- ' 
tian, such honours and bounties would be 
conferred upon her, thxit she miglit there- 
with forget a part of her sorrow. But ai 
Alfernao began to persuade her to this effect 
Colambar, not able to bear it, nor to hear 
such things, determined upon a new^ and un- 
heard of action ; and being full of despair 
and the favour of the devil, she rose up anl 
said. How dost thou, Alfernao, recompcnsij 
the faith and couHdence which I rejjosed i* 
thee, to render thyself so willingly on mint 
enemy's side; and by the jiersnasion ofliucia 
thou c<xmest to will me forsake the h^ 
wherein I have been nourished and brought 
up, and wherein X will die. Is^ow then I ivili 
finish my life and thy treasons together, tlial 
it may be an example to them who do what 
they ought not. 

With these words, she laid hands on hlnh 
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I seizing him with all her mighty lifted 
a from the ground, and bore him to one of 
i great open windows of the hall ; and he- 
re any one could get to her to succour 
vckf she threw him headlong down, and 
irself after him ; where, as the height was 
eat, and the place below paved, she died 
esently ; but Alfernao, not being so heavy, 
i>ed until the next morning. 

he emperor and Primaleon were grieved at 
lis, but the empress and the other princesses 
jjoiced that they were so well delivered of 
le cruel Colambar, for they were still in fear 
fher. And it hieing now late, they withdrew 
lemselves into their chambers. 
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CHAPTER 119. 



Oh thre neitt day, after the bodies of Colain- 
bar and Alfernao Were buried^ as the empe- 
ror was sitting at table, and conferring with 
Albaner, prince Beroldo's squire, about 
many matters of the Profound Isle> an an- 
cient knight whom he had given charge to 
guard th^ port of Constantinople, entered 
the great hall, and being come into the em- 
peror's pfesence> he kneeled down, and spake 
as followeth : 

Sir, if the news which were yesterday rehear- 
sed of your grandsons did move content 
amid your sorrow, -the tidings which I bring 
you at this present, will be no less welcome : 
within your haven is entered ibur galleys 
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>in the Great Turk, wherein are Polendos^ 
flcar, and all the prinpe^ and knights of 
)ur courts which have been kept thus long 
1 prison ; I came to let yoy understand here- 
F before they were landed, that no one 
light have the pleasure of bringing you the 
ews before me. 

lie emperor was so surprised with this sud- 
Icn joy, whereof his hope had been fuU 
loubtful, that without making any answer 
le departed forth of the hall, and went dovft^ 
ato the court, almost without remembering 
•here he went, or how he was going ; but 
laving gone down, and then finding himself 
nattended, he stapt, and seated himself upon, 
stone bench, waiting till a horse should be 
►rought him. And though many persons 
kho now came spake unto him, and gave him, 
oy of this good fortune, he did not make 
hem any answer, for that his mind waai 
>usied in remembering bow many happy 
ortunes had come to him one on another's 
leek : whereupon he humbly desired our 
Wd to temper them with some little visita^ 
ion of sorrow ; for it is the nature of men of 
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good judgment, to doubt of evil after they 
have received good sueces9^ and vrben their 
fortune is in its highest state of prosperity^ 
then to have most distrust thereof. In this 
manner he discoursed secretly with himself^ 
and comparing every cause jointly together, 
the tears did plentifully run down his white 
beard, thinking bow fortune favoured him 
in his extreme age, and bow short a space of 
life remained to him to enjoy this happiness. 
While be was wrapt in these and other such 
imaginations, Primaleon bis son, who bad 
by this time beard how the galleys were ar- 
rived, came to him, whereupon he mount- 
ed his horse, and with a small retinue 
took bis way to the port, where, when he 
came, he found the greater part of the people^ 
as well the princes of the court as the in- 
habitants of the city, all greatly desiring to 
see the prisoners. By this time Polendos, 
Belcar, Onistaldo, with divers others, had 
landed, and that he might the better w«I- 
coine them, he alighted from his horse, and 
embraced them one by one. But though 
this meeting was for him one of the things 
in his life which he had most desired, and 
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most rejoiced at, nevertheless he ^as trouble^ 
to see that Polendos and the rest of his 
knights bore with them evident marks of 
their misfortune; for the greater part of 
them came with beards grown out of all 
measure, pale and sallow complexions, and 
weak dispositions of body ; and some who 
when they departed from Constantinople in 
the company of the princess Targiana, were 
, young gallants, returned now with grey 
bairs, and limbs weak like old age, every 
thing bearing testimony of the life which 
they had endured : wlien they were all come, 
on shore, the emperor received them with 
the same true love that he had ever borne 
them ; and he held Belcar in his arms a 
long time, remembering how from a child, 
and even like his own son Primaleon, he had 
been brought up in his court, being the son^ 
of his own sister, and of Frisol, king of Hun- 
gary, his brother and especial friend; and 
thinking how to serve hiili, he had accom- 
panied Targiana on this unhappy journey, 
on which he l^ad set out a comely young 
man, and was returned so different ; so that 
the remembrance of these things abated the 
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joy of this happy day. *J[t may be, that at 
this hour also^ seeing men before him waxed 
so old, who might easily have been his grand- 
children, that he thought of his own great 
age, which according to the course of nature 
could not now last lon^ After he had thus 
embraced Belcar, and welcomed all, especi- 
ally Onistaldo, the son of king Recindos, 
he turned to his son Polendos, and laying 
aside all sorrowful thoughts, took his arm, 
and walked with them towards the palacc> 
enquiring as he went concerning their 
voyage, and of his friend Targiana. Pri- 
maleon went in the midst between Belcar 
and Onistaldo; and the other princes and 
knights in like wise, communing with their 
friends, followed the emperor. Having 
come to the palace, they there fouad tUe 
empress accompanied with all her house, at- 
tending their coming, and were received by 
her each according to the quality of his per- 
son. Forthwith the emperor commanded 
they should be brought to their chambers, 
for that they required rest. 

The priAces vjeie lodged m the emperor's 
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^oqse/ according as it was the custom for 
-hose whom he esteemed at their arrival. 
But when they had taken their leave, there 
entered into the hall a Turkish squire, wha 
coming before the emperor^ begau to salute 
him with these words ; Sir, Almanzar, am- 
bassador from the Great Turk, saith that h^ 
will not land, lest he might interrupt the joy 
whicli you receive in the return of your 
knights, and hath therefore order^^d them to 
be disembarked. If in this there be any 
discourtesy, forgive it, since the intentioa 
excuse th it. On the morrow he will make 
you acquainted with the sum of his embas-» 
sage, which he thinks will abate somQwh<at 
of your present contentment. 

In truth, squire, said the emperor, I find I 
have been forgetful in not speaking to him, 
iior enquiring for him ; but if this be aa 
error, the pleasure of this meeting must be. 
my excuse, and if it can be amended, wil- 
lingly shall I make the amends. To-morroWj, 
since he chuses to pass the night in his galleys, 
we shall meet, and then I will atone for the 
forgetfulneas of to-day. The squire de-» 
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parted with this courteous answer^ and the 
emperor and empress withdrew themselves 
each to their chamber. 

On the mprrow the emperor heard mass in 
the house of the empress^ where he also d\mi> 
at her request, that she might entertaki Po- 
lendos, Belcar:, and Onistaldo. When dinner 
was ended, the emperor commanded the 
principal knights of his court to go welcome 
on land the Turk's ambassador, to wbonihe 
would shew himself honourable, as well for 
that he had brought back his knights, as 
because the Moor deserved to be ho- 
nourably welcomed, being a great per- 
sonage. 

Polendos, Belcar, and the rest gf them that 
had been prisoners, went foremost, to receive 
him on shore, because they would not have 
him think that they had forgotten the kind- 
ness he shewed them on the seas : whereat 
Pi imaleon was somewhat displeased, because 
his nature could not suffer him to use such 
courtesy towards them he knew to be his 
professed enemies , but the emperor thought 
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iweW, for in this his disposition differed ^roixi 
that of his son. 

Polendos with his company being come to 
the quay, he with Belcar and Onistaldo 
took a barge, and went aboard the galley ta 
the ambassador, and brought him on shore. 
The Moor seeing such principal persons, and 
so great nobility, for Polendos told him who 
they all were, knew well that this exceed- 
ing humanity came from the greatness of 
mind of him that was their lord and go- 
vernor ; whereupon he judged that a man so 
well beloved of all, should find more friends 
to aid him in his necessity, than enemies^ 
to molest him. 

This while the emperor attended the am- 
bassador's coming in the empress's cham- 
ber, accompanied with Primaleon, and many 
princes and knights of his court. The am- 
bassador being the same that came before 
to propose the exchange of Albay^r, as he 
now , knew all those princesses, did his de- 
voir to them and to the emperor with greater 
courtesy and less pride than he had displayect 
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before. The emperor welcomed him gra- 
ciously, and besought his pardon if be had 
yesterday shown any neglect towards him. 
Sir, he replied, I well know that things which 
are greatly esteemed, make others of less 
worth forgotten. Your highness did nothing 
for which you need demand pardon, nor 
have I ought whereof to complain; but 
letting this pass, I say, the doubt must well 
be remembered which- then was pf deJiver-r 
ing Albayzar to me when I was first here, 
lest the Turk my lord should not send home 
them whom he kept as prisoners^: I at the 
time affirming, that his word was sufficient 
secrrity for the fulfilment of the terms. 
That doubt is now removed, since bis part 
is thus before-hand performed,^ and I know 
not whether he now will be without some, 
til! he see Albayzar in his house, having no 
othrr pledge than the word of his daughter 
Targiana, who became surety on your part. 
She beseecheth you that you release her by 
sending home Albayzar, of whom the Turk 
himself willed not me to use any speech- 
When this is answcred> I have then another 
embassy to deliver in his name, with the 
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which I know not whether you will be well 
pleased, your age requiring nothing such. 

I know not what this may be, replied the 
emperor, but this I know, that fortune hath 
so exercised me in great occasions, that I 
doubt whether she can offer me any which I 
should greatly fear^. For the princess Tar- 
giana, I think myself highly bound to her^ 
in that her in treaty won the liberty of my 
knights ; and surely it grieveth me that her 
father should be so hostile towards me, as foe 
her sake I would fain it should be otherwise* 
The trust which she hath reposed in me, that 
1 would discharge her of her pledge, hath 
not been misplaced; she knew me better 
than her father, who, because he wanted this 
knowledge of my person, wanted also that 
confidence in me which he should have had. 
To her I am bound for all the favours she 
hath done, and it is only by the will I feel 
to requite them and to serve her, that I find 
myself deserving of them. As touching Al- 
bayzar, I have writ to king Recindos, that 
he should send Inm, relying upon this ex- 
change ; and I believe it wlW not \>ti Yo^v^ 



1>efare he come hither : wherefore I praj 
"^OQ ahide here a few days till he come, theu 
shaU you be dispatched to yonr content^ 
the Turk your lord be rid of his doubtj 
and the princess Targiana satisfied. 

I believe, said the ambassador, he will be 
here sooner than you expect ; for the dam- 
sel who formerly came here with the prin- 
cess Targiana's bidding, was dispatched in 
a galley, twenty days before my setting 
forth, that she should let king Recindos 
and Albayzar understand of my coming, and 
certify them of the liberty of your knights, 
that there might be the less delay. Of 
this, therefore, there is nothing more to be 
said till he shall come. Give order now 
that this letter of credence be read, and 
then I will declare what farther I have in 
charge. 

There pausing, he took forth of his bosom 
a letter written in parchment and sealed 
with the arms of the Great Turk, which 
he presented to the emperor, who caused 
it to be opened i and perceiving therebjf 



trhat the Turk willed him to give TaiihftU 
^edit to what the ambassador said, he de« 
sired him tp say an : whereto |lie ajpcib^s- 
sador thus replied: \* 

Sir, I know you cannot have forgotten thex 
coining, of the princess Targiana to your* 
court, neither the inaiiner of lier coming ; 
}.our grandson beguiU.ig her from her faiherV 
House. Now inasmuch as she being liere>-. 
Was entertained by your excellency, the en;;- 
press, and ^the puincess Polinarda, in sucli-- 
^aciojus manner as she .esteemeth herself 
during lifij bound tp you for your manifold* 
Courtesies, mv lord the Turk saith, that- 
tbough for. old enmity he hath all his life 
desired to make, war upon you, and con-*, 
quer this empire, whereto he hath been 
i*eq«ii*ed by his vassals, ^jdnd ini|r>rtuhed byT 
his friends; yet having jireseoi tlie^ entreat ' 
ties of his. daughter, and the obligation i'' 
whereinf for her. sake be stands bound uiitf>*> 
ypu, he would iain be your " friend, and' 
}mt all past ^nmitie^.iu .forgetfulne!9s» with 
this ,coaditiQPA that you do him justice in 
09€^,tUi^g.; foi^ . accca:diug itQ what i& s&ldL 

VOL. II J^ 'Z ]S 



999 

^f&vi, he^oMt you for tuch % towr of jut. 
lice, that ev«Q in those things which touch 
yon the most nearly, you would display your 
virtue. Should you refuse this^ he will be 
Unstrained to take that just vengeance by 
.^rce cff ;&rms, which you deny him. It is^ 
^thatyon deliver, or cause to be delivered 
onto him, the knight of the Savage Man, that 
be may deal with him according to his hei- 
nous ofience ; and as you are perfect in all 
things, that yon do not fail in this of your 
^isonted viriui^. If ncivertheless it be other- 
Mi$e, he h^re iciswketh all the desire which 
lie halh shown £or your friendship, and all 
. good will toward you, deadlily defying you 
and your court, and resolving to take the 
IBost cruel vengeance that was ever seen. 

I couU ha¥e. widiwi^ Xfj^^i^ gmperor, 
that when justice vf9%j0iimM 4tt my hand, 
it had notliMii requii;^ ;with threats, lest, if 
I had the wiQ to 1*94^ itj they should have 
deterred me : but j i fnim m no justi(%jj) this 
!irhieh j^ demaQ4<^th. If he sai^ that Floriaa 

jbrofligbt Awn^ iiifc daughter, I answer, that 
^ d^ itaC the eaiaett entreaty a&d detira 
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of herself. In fine^ I hold it time loit to.l[^ 
kdge any deftt.ice ia this ouKter ; tuffiee % 
tbgt nqthing shall ma ce me deliver up tbi 
Imight of the iMvage Mas, iitilest it wei^ tt 
one who would esteem him as I do myself 
And though I were willing to codieot to tbii» 
ke himself would not consent, for htt it hi4 . 
awn lord ; nor his father, who is a mightjf ^ 
prince. If nevertheless these reasons he noi^ 
Ittfficient to avoid the defiance^ it is welcome t 
lam sorry il comes not iif a ^^ason when I \^ 
could shew him in arms what I onoa nat 
Ipiyself ; as it ia> I choose rather to have thi 
knight for my companioni than to expert 
f uch courtesy al the Turk would show him* 
Qiher answer you are not to look for at m^ 
hands ; you may go now rest yourself, adi , 
when Albayaar cometh, if your find the wea* 
ther convenient^ you may depart, anpi if not^ 
as long, as you tarry here, such honour ani 
irelcome shall be shewn you, as you deserve 
and I desire. I well knew, said the ambas- 
sador, this would be the answer which mf 
embassy would needs have ; anA having thus 
fulfilled my Gharge, shall say aotbing moie 
thereon* 

fits 



Pole'hBbfi thcni rose, and besought the empei- 
ror that he i*ould suffer him td entertain thi 
Umbassador whil§ he staid there ; and bring^ 
ing hith ii^t6 his'lodging, failed not to let him 
^ee,that enemies ''were better welcomed in 
llie emperor's court, than friends were b^ 
theTufk. . 



%,■' '\ { 



Primaleon was well contented with the an- 
swer of the emperor his father; for he had 
Beither patietlce tier moderation at heariflg 
the pride with which the biddings' of the 
Turk were accompanied. Who will think, 
that the princess Liouarda was not troubled 
at hearing the knight of the Savage Man 
llemanded, that he might be sacrificed among 
bis enemies I in truth, till the emperor had 
fully declared himself, her heart was full of 
fear, caused by the love with which from the 
first moment she had regarded him. This* 
fear was not so well dissembled but that the 
lady Polinarda perceived it, with whom, after 
the empress had retired, she held talk con- 
cerning the matter. And as Lionarda knew 
nothing of .the coming of Targiana to that* 
court, or how else the matter stood, she 
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besought her to dedare how these occasi(My 
bad happeiied^ 

When Polinarda had herein satisfied bet 
mind, she remained in great sorrow: fot 
hearing of the worth and beauty of Targ^pa^ 
and of the ingratitude wherewith the knight 
of the Savage Man had requited her, shit 
reputed him as a man without faith, love, ot 
fegard of loyidty, and she would gladly havf 
devised the mean whereby to banish tht 
remembrance of him forth of her heart: 
which Polinarda perceiving, and grievia^ 
to behold so great and sudden a change^ be^ 
gan to seek how she might do away this in^ 
tention which she had unwittingly excited'. 
Lady, said she, think you. that Florian wilJL 
be the same man to you as he was to the 
princess Targiana i You must remember, that 
love from hiuL toward her was neither lawfu| 
nor honest, beyond what was necessary for^ 
him that he might get out of the hands of 
the Great Turk her father: and from that 
eourt he could never have escaped by any 
ether means than this which she presented. 
Bot after this^ would yon have had Uip net 
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SnemberiliAt'be was-aChrittiaiij and she a 
oor; and to do her pleasure^, would yoa 
that he should have offended God ? Certes^ 
iarmpre would he hiave heed ceiidefDiied if 
he ba4. done otherwise. But such dealings 
|ire potato be expected toward yon^ who are 
fairer than Targiana, as great in rank as she, 
^prthj that all the world should serve yoo, 
^rthy tOfhave this confidence, imd far more 
worthy of blame if you should at any time 
Jpse it. The knight of the Savage is youn; 
in your jiatne he trusts to overcome all 
dangers, por doth he desire aay good to 
^imself that is not thus attained. I pray you 
therefore do not by any means deprive him 
of this certain trust. 

You have such power over me, lady, replied 
Lionarda, that what you say changes my 
thoughts and resolutions, though I see thingsi 
which make me doubtful. Is he not travel* 
ling through Spain with a bevy of womeii 
lafter hiip, showing love to them allP I 
knp\y not bow he who scsittersi it among so 
many, can • }iave any fijced affection for 
Wypne. . 
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Sweet lady, said Polinarda^ I pray you let nol 

your spirits be troubled with these trifles, 

things which you should not remember^ and 

which cannot make him forget you. He is 

used to such things ; he remembers them 

when he sees them, forgets them when they 

are out of sight ; and still more when he sees 

you. All his remembrances are for you ; 

i. trust this, and trust me, who have long known 

t him. These speeches did persuade her, and 

t with that they went to rest, both desirous to 

i see die end of these uncertain affectionsi 

» which, till they find their end, are never cq-s 

ft dared without care and trouble. 
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CHAPTER 120. 



The ambassador of the Turk staid c( 
days in the court of the emperor, iotbe 
paay of Polendosj waiting for the co 
of Albayzar, and receiving far other 
ment from him than Polendos bad 1 
in Turkey; the emperor and Prim 
could not sufficiently commend the j 
ness of Targiana, marvelling that sucV 
feet goodness should be found in one 
of so curst a father ; for the prisoners 
speak of nothing but the bounty and h< 
which they had received from her, in d< 
of his will ; holding it certain, that her 
Iftnsomed them from their prison. 

But leaving them^ let us return agam t 
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Vnight 6f the Savage Man^ who journeyed 

on after he had vanquished the four knights 

in the valley, and gotten the damsels, till he 

arrived in the city of Brusia, which is at this 

t«ine called Toledo, where king Recindos then 

made his abode, who was at that time not a 

litde glad ; for tidings had come to him of 

the liberty of his son, and the other knights 

which were held in captivity by the Great 

Turk. 

Having arrived in the place before the pa- 
lace, Lheing armed in other arms, that he 
might not be known by his device of the 
j Savage, (for he was wont in this manner to 
' dissemble himself, when he would fain re- 
'. main concealed,) there he stopt with his hel- 
t met on, and sent a squire to let the queen 
and her ladies understand, that Arlanza and 
the other damsels in his company had be- 
sought him to display some proof of his 
person in that court. The squire went into 
the palace, where he was brought to the 
queen's apartment, the king himself being 
there ; for he had dined there in the company 
of the queen and her ladies ; and casting bis 
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eyes round, though he saw many dames, aii4 
some who were right fair, yet he judged 
that all that be saw was as nothing in compat 
irison of what he had seen in the eoart of 
the emperor. Then having first humbled 
himself to king Recindos, he came to tbt 
^ueen, and kneeled down and spake asfol* 
lowetb: 

lAdy, a strange knight, in whose comppmy I 
come here, being on his way thorow your 
realm, had resolved not to try himself 
in anns against the knights of jour court, for 
the great desire he hath to do service to tbe 
king, even though time or chance should . 
l^n^e given him occasion. But now, being . 
forced by the request of certain damsels « 
whom ne h^ath broui<ht in his company, whose [ 
will he cannot disobey, he must forego his i. 
own, and therefore beseechetb your highnesi/ , 
that if there be any among the knights of ; 
your court who will maintain the beauty of 
their ladles against him, and will combat 
with him upon this quarrel, they may be per- 
mitted so to do. He doth not ask this per* 
mission of the king, because it is a thing of 
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Alls nature, and because he would not seem' 

to have come to his court with any intention 

to disserve him. Well were the king and 

qneen pleased to see an adventure of this 

kind in their court> being so little wont to 

see them ; for the emperor's court of Greece 

canied such a brave report, that all the noble 

knights in the world went thither to try their 

valour, and for that all the adventures were 

reserved ; and if any adventure were approved 

in the realm of Spain, they were altogether 

done at the castle of Almourol, and for ithat 

reason they failed at the court. The king of 

Spain seeing the queen was embarrassed how 

to reply, and that she looked to him to see 

what he might command, said to her, Me- 

thinks, lady, you ought not to refuse the 

gentle offer of the knight, as well to satis Pf 

him, as that y0u may not wrong your ladies ; 

ibr all would gladly see the courage of their 

&voured knights. Then, said the queen^ 

iince it liketh you so well, my gracious lord, 

that the request is to be allowed, thou mayst, 

squire, say unto the knight, that the king and 

I do think well of his ooming to our court, 

md that we do permit him the liberty of .th* 



tbe freedom of the fielfi ; and if 
deaite to rest bimself, let him do 
morrow he may put his intent in < 

The greatest rest or quiet, said 
the knight my master desireth ti 
that he may iiud such kiiigliis on 
may .bestow the breaking of soi 
and since your higliness hath g 
tbe joust, let your knights see iiou 
will dOf while 1 return with my a 
valting his obeisauce, he depaioec 

Then the king went and looked ft 
of th& .windows, and seeing the kn 
fifld siurounded by so many d 
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Iriied the qu^en^ after she had seen them^ it 
tSaoDOt be denied but that they are greatly 
indebted to him, sioce for the sake of some 
Ke does not regret others. I should think 
hj his suflering so many, that they were near 
ftkin to him, if there were not one among 
them who seemeth to be a giantess. I was 
looking at her, said the king; the man must 
either be crazy, or some great adventure 
lEteakes him tj ave] about with such a burthen i 

While they were thus talking, Albayzar cam6 
^ut to see this adventure ; for the news there- 
of had been reported to him in his chamber. 
Jle came upon a large iron-grey horse, un- 
armed, and clad after the Spanish manner, a 
Oian of goodly and spirited semblance. And 
doming to the window where the king and 
().ueen looked forth, after making to them due 
eoortesy, he entered into talk about the 
knight and the bevy of damsek. The knight 
heard them, ^d bpw they judged of him, 
and he eyed Albayzar well, and thought him 
^ell made, and fit for great things, and be 
longed to do battle with him, for he remem ' 
bered what had. passed betneen them in atht* 
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casde oCiDramorante the Cniel. But firoa 
these thoughts a knight interrupted hiniy who 
came into the fields armed at all points^ and 
desirous to be the first in winning the victor/ 
over this stranger. He rode a horse which 
was of the colour of a bustard ; his arms 
were checquered in gold and silver^ and he 
bore iahis shield a white hart in a field sable ; 
and beini; confident of victory, after making 
obeisance to the king, he would inconti- 
nently have Jousted. But the squire who 
had been before sent with the message to tlie 
queen, went unto him and said. Sir knight, 
he of the Damsels saith, that he is not ac- 
custooied to let his actions be so cheap, but 
that he must have his recompence if he re- 
main victor. Wherefore I pray you let him 
understand what shall be his prize if he chance 
to conquer you : for if the victory fall on your 
side, he will yield the damsel unto you which 
you shall think best in all his company. The 
knight replied, It well appears that my love 
and his are full difi^rent^ and that he docs 
not feel the incumbrance of carrying thep 
about, becauie iie esteems them so lightly. 
"fTtU Uia tlui(thetad!jr idiom I serve hs^tb not 
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I^TciD me sDch power over her that X can 
^venture her against any one ; that I come 
hither to make him know her worth and 
Wauty are greater than any of those ia his 
eompany can boast, or any whom he knows. , 
Iff can approve this upon him> I desire no 
other prize than the satisfaction of victory, 
^ith the which he also ought to be contented, 
should it be his fortune to win it from me. I 
l>eseech him therefore let him show me for 
^bich of his damsels he will do battle, and 
tell me her name^ that I may know what I 
gain. 

The squire returned with this reply to the 
knight of the Damsels, who thought it good f 
and in answer to the question, for which of 
bis damsels he would do battle^ bade the 
squire say it should be for the ugliest of 
them, for he thought she would suffi^ce foi^ 
the occasion ; as for her name, he did not 
know the name of any one of them, biit 
if the knight should conquer, he might 
then learn it from herself. I perceive, 
the other^ the pride with which thy 

2 o e 
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master cokneth hither, teacjbethllim to iioli 
so little ceremony with one who has hell 
moretowjardshioi; I will see whether I c^ 
abate it in this encounter. The.king and AU 
bayzar heard aU this, and wished to set 
whether the deeds of the knight of the 
Damsels would answer his words. 3y thi^ 
time they had placed their spears in resj^ 
aud ran at e»ch other. The knight wa$ oni^ 
of the best in that court, a person of great 
jank, and who served Polisia, the daughteir 
gf duke Ladislap, in whosie pame he thongjbt 
jhe could have overthrown all the world :; b$ 
delivered his encounter with all his force, 
full upon the shield of his rival, and pierced 
it, and reached the armour, though without 
doing farther hurt ; and there the lanc$ 
brake : but he of the JDamsels bore hini 
lightly out of the paddle, scarcely feeling 
that he touched him. He recovered him^ 
self quickly, lik^ a good knight, and drawing 
his sword, came to revenge the foil he had 
sustained in the joust ; but he of the Damsel^ 
said. Sir knight, 1 craved license for nothing 
beyond this; let me joust with these otim 
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sirs who are ready^ (for by this time there 
were five knights ia the place,) and if I 
shall come from their hands in a state to 
do battle> I will then do your pleasure. 
Bat though this reply ought to have been ad« 
mitted^ the knight would not receive it, say* 
in^> that perforce he would have the combat' 
til] the king interfered, and bade him give 
place to the others, according to the condi- 
tions with which he of the Damsels was comf . 
Upon this he retired, full discontented that 
he had not tried his fortune to the uttermost. 

Forthwith one of the five came forward, 
armed in red arms, and bearing in his shield* 
a forest with all flowers that nature bringeth 
forth. But though his valour had taught 
him to be confident, he had the same fate 
as the first ; and so fared the third and the 
fourth. Methinks, said Albayzar, the knight 
of the Damsels does not defend them so 
l^adly, that they can be won from him with- 
out trouble. And as in these encounters he 
had broken the three lances which be 
brought, the fifth knight stopt, waiting till 
another should be given him. Albayzaf 
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iK&t Vm one of his own, for he jdiist^ wfK' 
Umes ; it was blacky and th^ iron thereof gik^ 
He of the Damsels would not take ic^ saying. 
Tell Albayzar, he lAu^t excuse me from 9i> 
cepting his lance ^ the little love ( bear 
him maketh me reject any thing from faiiffl. 
Then taking a lance that was sent him by 
the king, he charged another knight in such 
sort, that he burst his girths^ and sent hiBi 
titddle and all to the ground^ where he lay 
for awhile stunned ; his own horse ran m 
in the career^ till he came to the windoit of 
the king, glose by Albayzar. Now as Albay* 
zar was of his condition proud and h'aughtyi 
and was incensed that his courtesy had been 
rejected ; seeing him so near, he took \im 
by the arm, and said, Don Cavalier, it was 
because you did not know me, that yoii dcr 
spised my gift, and therefore I pardoq you* 
Dp not think of pardoning me for that, r^ 
plied he of the Damsels, for I kqow ypu 
well— you are Albayzar, soldan of Babylpiii 
to purchase a bout with whom, I would give 
more than I have here. You shall not go 
without it, quoth he, sei&tng you know me? 
jtay till my armour be brought hither^ and I 
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%ill t4ii(stite. yon with ibis rerj land# which 
you have refused. If fortune favour you sa. 
Inuck a3 to leave you then in a plight for any 
thing farther^ we will do b^ttle^ and I wi^i 
then teach yoti with what courtesy any thing 
from me is to be accepted. 

I WOtfld thoo wert armed^ quoth he of the 
Dam^els^ for I will demolish the arms upon 
ttiy body as fast as thou canst put them on* 
Incontinently Albayzar sent for his armour, 
ftfid the king for a horse for himself on which 
he came into the place^ being troubled af 
this dispute ; for he would not that Albayzar. 
should fell into any mishap before he had 
been delivered to the emperor, in whose 
hand the prisoners were for whom be was 
to be exchanged. He therefore resolved 
flot to permit them to do battle, because 
he feared the prowess of the knight of the 
Damsels. 

Theqtiefetl was well pleased to see this ad- 
venture in her courts and the dames also, it 
being a new thing there ; and especially they 
who found their pastime at the cost of 



others, whose servants had been an 
and they thought the damsels < 
guarded, and would not be lightljr 
long as th^ir champion thought proj 
fend them. One thing they could 
prebend, why so good a knight shi 
been won by women of no great 
and some said, thiit since he had in 
such prowess for the ugliest of thi 
wonld he do when he fought for tb 
So they past tht^ time, some laughii 
resenting the mishap of their aerv 
thus the world goes, and the joy o 
tbe soiiow of others. 
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Jf<5t long ft was before two of Albay^ar^tf 

sqdrres rettimed with their master's armour^ 

l^hich was black and goldf, the gold being lesi 

than the black, so that they seemed to bef 

^orn for mournings which made them the 

totore gallant* Haying armed^ and taken the 

^me lance which the other had refused^ ha 

Came to the king and said^ I beseech you> 

>iry do not preveiic me from taking vengeance 

for the contempt with which this knight hatb 

treated me^whom I am sure you would not 

have receive any shame in your court* Sii 

Albayzar, the king replied^ I would fain that 

you should receive every honour that can 

be done you in my hou.se^ and nothing which 

you should think contempt; but to, grant 
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)^ii diecotfAiat against this knight, I neither 
can nor must consent to it^ for I know not 
what might chance^ and the emperor might 
have cause to complain of me. I ween, quoth 
iUbaysar, this lance shall do as ninch as I 
would have it ; but if it do not, 1 may well 
complain on your highness, in that you will | 
Hot suffer me to satisfy my desire* What } 
need of so many words^ cried he of the i 
Xhmsds ; let us joust if you please^ and after !> 
tiiftt do ai fortune shall &VQur yon« '^ 
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I pray yon, quoth Albayjsar, do me so mneh i 
fiivour aa to teU me who yon are ; I woold } 
gladly know, for two causes: the first, that < 
I might nbt be ignorant of the knight whom ^ 
I shall vanquish : the second, if so be I 
speed not according to my desire, that I 
ni^ know whom to seek for in all parts. I 
will not satisfy thee in this, replied the other; 
know this^ howe^r, that I am the greatest 
€nemy thon hast in this world, and 1 grieve 
that I may not have liberty of the combat 
against thee, because I long have wished to 
have my fill on thee : but since it is the plea* 
sure of the kiag it shall not bo so, 1 must 
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irait the tinl^e, when I may deal with ihet 
according to my deaire. 

If I be not deceived, said Albayzar, now I 
know thee, and remember that I saw thee 
in the castle of Dramorante the Cruel. I 
have in memory also the words which then 
passed between us, and I promise thee, that 
if I live, they shall be remembered with 
these which are now passing, and many shall 
suffer for thy offences; for there shall be non^ 
to come between us then, and debar me from 
the vengeance which I would otherwise noyt 
take. But leaving this melancholy for its 
doe time, I pray you break a lance with me 
in the name of some woman whom you 
greatly esteem, that as mine is to be adven* 
tured in the name of Targiana, it may be 
with more pleasure. Whichever you think 
the ugliest in my company, repfied he of the 
Damsels, her { will take for my patroness^ 
and in her service I will joust, to show you 
tfiat any favour is sufficient for me. I be* 
seech you, said Albayzar, change this inten* 
tioD, for what is due to the worth and dignity 
>f her who makes me ask it. You make 
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4o what I thought Bot to have done, vepKel 
tlie other. I have one io mjr miod, to wboa 
I would fain not have commendied myself 
l&xcept in matters of greater moment; sioci 
you urge me thus> I will joust with you i| 
tier name ; and that you uiay be altogether 
contented, I assure you that she is fsuKjr 
than T^irgiana, of equal worth, . and IklJl 
dilTeriog in estate.. Ask me not who sbf H» 
iot that secret is reserved to myself, j^^lf 
ilien, quoth Albayzar, let us hav^ no ^^ 
delay ; my soul cannot brooli to hear .a% 
pther praised agaius}, on^ who ci^u^o$; be dil* 
parugt'd. 

Then these two knights departed to fetch their 
(Career, and ran together with a greater eager* 
liess peradventure than either one Uad icver 
fejt before, Albayzar having before his eyes 
i\iC love of his Wdy Targia^ia, and the hatred 
4nd abhorrence pf his enemy, and he of the 
pummels tb.e rjemembrance of Lionarda, aad 
thsit jtbis Wiifi the first atchieveuient which he 
had a^^tiempted in her name. 1 hey encoun-f 
jered together with stfch force, as their 
JU^es flew, ng iotp the air io pieces ; and so 
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passed on^ not be'mg shaken any thine^ 

at all* When they were come to the etid of 

tUe race, they took new staves, which were 

i:}>Tokeu again hke as the first were, and yet 

^o turiber advantage on either side* 

^The king made great estimation of the va- 

lour.he perceived in the Damsels knight, and 

wished to know who he was ; Albayzar was 

already known, and held in great account for 

iis prowess. Now they tried the third lance ; 

this career was either ran with greater force, 

fat they were less able to endure it than at 

first; for he of the Damsels lost one of his 

ttirrups, and was well nigh cast back upon 

the crupper, and Albayzar lost both, an^ 

was constrained to catch hold about the neck 

of his horse. Greatly offended they were 

both at tliese reveres, and takingother lances^ 

Albayzar said, I pray you, sir knight, let 

there be some ternas between us, and let it 

he thus;---before he could proceed he of tbt 

Damsels answered, 1 will have none bnt- iH 

terms with you— no more words therefore; 

for I will aitber overthrow you, or never 

trust au>te in thinking of another, but live 
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Aeefrom tack thoughts^ ts I haire alvraj 
done. 

Certes, quoth Albayzar^ a little thing woidd 
make yon forsake them; that appeal^ bjr 
what we see. Nevertheless, I beseech joia, 
let the matter stand thus : If I overthrow 
yooy that yon go present yourself before the 
giant Almoarol, and say to him, that by yotir 
means 1 have acquitted the bond, wherein 
Miraguarda so straightly tied me, tbongh 
indeed, from that 1 was already loosed ; but 
I do it that she may see what the force of aA 
encounter is when given in the name of Tar- 
giana. You, if you should overthrow me 
aend me where you please^ and I willdoyoui 
bidding, provided that it delay not my jour 
ney. You have so wearied me with proffer 
ing conditions, replied he of the T^mseh 
that I will accept this, lest you should pre 
pound more. And if this career do nc 
suffice to end this contest, I never vrill ddi 
ver another in trust of any one, but con 
mend myself to myself, which 1 have ahraj 
found the surest way. Then thiry separate 
to fetch their course, and enci^untering wit 



S5t 

t force which their horses could carry< 
lances were splintered, and they hurtled 
ber, shields and bodies, with such a shock 
;he knight of the Damsels lost both his 
ps, snd remained almost astound, and AU 
X being stunned, feU, and lay for som^ 
before he came to himself. He of th^ 
^Is, when he had righted himself in the 
3, seeing him thus, said, Methinks yott 
Dt he who has lost the most by being for* 
n from doing battle. And then order* 
is helmet to be taken off, he began t^ 
er, and perceiving his discomfiture^ tbf 
to dp him honour, alighte^jL^nd helped 
se him up. Albayzar, said he of thf 
sels, what I will have you do is this : 
when you arrive in the emperor's 
, you present yourself before the 
^ss of Thrace, whom yon will find theri^ 
A^hom, if love hath not blinded you^ 
i^ill deem fairer than Targiana, and say 
r, that a strange knight, who calletk 
tlf the knight of the Damsels, hath 
landed you to present yourself before 
IS one who has been conquered in her 
; but that it grieves me, sieeipg tbin 1$ 
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the first service which I h&ve renaered her. 
that it should be of. less coasequehce than f 
coald wish. 

• 

I will do yotir biddings replied Albayzar, fot 
it was k covenaDt between us, and one day, 
if I live, I will present thy head to my ladjf 
Targiana, in revenge of the shame I have 
this :day through my weakness received. 
That, qUoth he of the Damsels, shall be 
seen to when wem^et hereafter. Your high- 
ness, (turning to the king,) will now suffer me 
to depart, for I have much to do cfls^where; 
and pardon'me for not declaring 'who I am, 
■which at present I cannot do ; suffice it that 
liere and in all places I am at your service. 
1 am not so easily contented, replied the 
Icing, as to be satisfied with this little conipri 
-ment ; but since it is your pleasure to remair 
•concealed, I beseech you come this wa^ 
again in your own person; for all honou 
should be done you because of what we hav 
seen, though we know nothing more of y'Ot 
I kiss your highnesses hands, said he of th 
Damsels : this is according to your wbrtte 
'goodQe8s> and nothing else was to be e^ 
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-peoted from jou. Then taking one. of tbft 
Inaces that were left^ he gave a reverent 

shew of obeisance to the king, the queen, and. 

mU the ladies, (each of whom were dying for 

\nm, and he for all) and so he departed witli, 

Ilia company. 

The king returned into his castle, accompaf* 
iiied with Albayzar, whose heart was so mar* 
^pellously overcome with grief, as he would 
not speak to any, nor suiGTer any to speak 
to him. The queen would fain that the. 
king had not permitted the knight of the 
Dainsels to depart, apd her ladies were still 
more sorry for his departure; all women, 
greeting novelties. Yet did they resent 
Albayzar's foil, having wished the victory to. 
him, because of his conversation in thati 
eonrt, and the worth of his person, 

lie of the damsels was not very far: from- 
tbe city, but the dark night drew on^ and 
tbey being in a forest, concluded there to 
lest tfaemielves for that night 3 for it was ia 
AO' summer season^ when they might sleep 
mj wtierct So tbeyistopt under mvutfjoodljf 
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<A0tk-tree8^ near to a Ibantain of clear wati 
Here tfaey alighted, and having taken tb< 
rapper of what they carried with them, tl 
Vnigbt retired farther into the wood, that I 
ttitght leave. them to themsekes; and thro« 
ing himself at the foot of a tree, with b 
helmet for a pillow, began to think upo 
liiioaiarda, and this new passion deprive 
.him of sleep: yet had it struck such litt 
Foot, that any thing made him forget it. 

At this time Arlanza, who was tormenu 
more by her love, seeing her companioi 
were all fast asleep, while her passFon' wt 
awake, and being desperate to see it forgo 
ten by him> and not able to dissemble h 
pain, after a thousand struggles, puttit 
aside what became her honour, she dete 
mined to seek him; and going to him whe 
he was laid, she found him waku^ and sa 
herself upon the green leaves heside hie 
and began to say, O knight of the Savag 
the wrong you have done me ought hai 
sufficed for your revenge, though I had n< 
been forced to undergo this f hame ; for ja 
tes are 4iot so much concealed but ths 
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youlnow them^ — ^but even in this it seems 

that fortune persecutes me. I beseech you, 

since I thus plainly express my fault, pity 

me, lest it should lead to yet a greater. And 

I when she had said thus, she fell with her 

licted upon his breast, as one almost senseless. 

He took her in liis arms, and with gentle 

^vords, not accordinir to his wonted condi- 

tioti/ consoled her, saying. Lady Arlanza, I 

do not so little esteem of vou, that I would 

show it in any thing injurious. I beseech 

yon hold this to be my true meaning; and if 

yoD would have me speak plainer, I will tell 

}'^a, thftt before I was so much bound to you 

asnoiJv I am, I intended td solicit your love ; 

but since you have made me so greatly your 

(tebtor, I am not so ungrateful as to requite 

vou with a short contentment which would 

leave behind it perpetual regret. I have in 

my own nond provided a husband for you^ 

such as your bounty doth well deserve, and 

for this I reserve the state which your father 

left^ whi^h 1 will take care sliall be given 

you, and more thereunto, for your service : I 

would not that there should be spot or stain 

upon you to lose this, or make me deal un^ 
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wor£bily towvrdf oncxiiriio rnnjf 4iMnee jm« V 
I}ol<J me, I pray you, to be your tim^t foaid; V 
iind put away from you this other thought^ «U 1 
beboveth you to do. Tbeii-be took ber hand 
nnd led ber agaia to the place where Ae 
oihem ftleptf Bpt Arlaq^ tliougb sbesuide 
bim ao reply, for sorrow and shaiae at what 
bad p^t lef( ber silent, was yet detenniued 
hqi to he thus rejected, And waking one of 

ber damsel^i tb^ very same that gave tbe fatal 
ring to bim ii) tbe Caat)e of AlfemaOj and wbo 
wa^ tbe one whom she loved best and, trustee! 
most, sbe told ber all that h<4 past^ ^d be** 

aougbt ber with many tears to giye berrecraw 

help. . In truth Lady, replied the damsel, 
I do pot see that you ought to bold yourself 
aggrieved^ Ibr if the knight of the Savage 
deni^tb what you desirei it-|s for your, ho- 
nour; nor do I believe that one so brave and 
of such royal blood would speak to deceive 
any on6j) bvii that be will do for you what he 
prqmisetb. Quiet yourself, therefore, and 
be better satisfied as it is, than if yon. bad 
found in him the welcome you wished. How* 
beit, if you will permit me, 1 will ask biip to 
tell me with whom be 4esii^ ^ inairxy you? 
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and will speak to him concerning you, to sec 
iTIcan ihcline him. Arlanza, threw her 
arms around her, saying, I knew, my friend, 
Aat In you my remedy was certain ; go to 
Biui, and if you cahiiot prevail upon him, at 
least excuse me, that I may not seem so bad., 
a one. 

Then the damsel went to the place where the 
knight was lying before, but he had moved, 
that Arlanza might not again come to him ; 
she however found him lying on his face 
under a great oak, and laying her hand upon 

Ifis side, she said, Methinks that be which 

• 

enforccth ladies to live in sorrow, because he 
will nse no more regard unto them, ought 
not so easily to take his rest. The knight 
hearing the voice of a woman, opened his 
eyes, and seeing it was not Arlanza, but the 
damsel whom he liked best amongst them all, 
welcomed her with far other words than he 
had used to her Lady, full of his wonted 
deceitful ways. But before he had expended 
many she stopt him, saying. Sir knight, I 
come to argue wilhyou; tell me why you 
do aot remember that for your sake Arlauxa 



hath forsaken her motbei;, forgotten tl 
death of her brothers,^ lost her patrioion; 
and put her person into yoorhands^ and y< 
yon scorn her. Lady^ reptied he of the & 
Vage, the nights arcf so shorty and this is s 
much to reply to^ that there would^not I 
tjtmt to do it before morning. Bni I as 
you> for what occasion you have forgotte 
me, seeing that I deserve to be remembere 
hy you^'and that do what you will^ I cannc 
but love you. So in his wonted way be dea 
with her^ who was nothing lothj and wh( 
when she returned, reported a thousand fahl( 
to her mistress of things which had nev< 
been spoken of. 
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CHAPTER 122 



Q the morning the knight and his damsels 
esumed their journey ; and as he perceived 
lat Arlanza was troubled, and did not dare 
lok at him as she was wont to do, he drew 
ear her, and talking of things which were 
> her honour and advantage, soothed her 
id relieved her of those painful thoughts, 
nd then he turned to talk and jest with all 
is company, so that the journey seemed 
>thing wearying unto them : but this pleased 
Dt Pollfema^ who was the damsel that Ar- 
nza sent to move her suit to him the pre* 
sding nighty for she thought that she de*> 
nrved better countenance at his hands than 
[1 the other, and shewed her j^filousy in hor 
ounttBAAce wh^A 4^^ saw hiiti speaking to 



cnotVi •!•; for in these things they have neithe 
dissimulation^ moderation, nor patience 
The knight^ over whom she would fain hav 
had that power which he allowed none t 
have, perceived it and heeded it not, talkin 
with one and sporting with another, sh 
having the least share in his attentions ( 
all- — so that she was fain to show other seir 
blance towards him, lost that should be su: 
pected which she would not have knowr 
and in this way the knight went on, he beic 
disagreeable unto them, or they so litt 
discreet, that before they reached the cast 
of Almourol, all of them had reason to r 
pent the journey, yet none knew that there 
were partners with her in her misfortun( 
and then, according to his condition, he beg? 
to wish to get rid of them. 

It chanced five days after their departii 
from the Spanish court, that they came oi 
evening into a fair green field, which w 
decked with flowers, and there they to( 
delight to stay awhile, because they wou 
inake them garlands for their heads ; wh< 
they Jiad made tlidr chaplets and placi 
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bem round their brows, they mounted again 
nd went their way, jesting one with the 
ther. But to change their jocund humour, 
ley beheld to come from a rank of trees, a 
night in manner of a giant, mounted on a 
orse meet to carry such a mighty person : 
is armour was grey with silver edges, and in 
is shield he carried for his device. Hydra, 
le Serpent with seven heads, in a field vert, 
le had two squires attending on him ; one 
f them carried his lance, and the other a 
attle-axe, the blade thereof being gilt : 
hen he was come nigh, he said in a loud 
oice unto him of the Damsels, Knight, I 
as some few days ago at the castle of Al- 
lourol, where, liaving been conquered by 
le picture of Miraguarda, I would fain 
ave conquered him that keeps it, that I 
light afterward take his office. But it hap- 
ened to me far contrary to my desire, and 
am persuaded, that her favour makes him 
lore victorious than his own force is able : 
le consideration hereof doth not a little 
Bend me, so that I am determined to re- 
enge myself by other means. Wherefore, 
dvise thee well of these two conditions I 
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shall put to thee, which of them thou shalt 
best like of: either to surrender these dam- 
sels which bear thee company, or to do bat- 
tle with me and so lose both them and thy- 
self; make your choice at once, for I am 
cholerick, and brook not to be kept waiting. 



Friend, quoth the other, if you think to find 
less resistance in me than in him whom you 
have left with so little satisfaction^ you are 
mistaken. 1 give thee to understand, that I 
am not accustomed to fear such as speak } 
with such a glorious pride in themselves, '^ 
neither can the iiuge stature* of a giarit dis- i" 
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may me ; if tliou didst presume to take the 

worst garland from any of these ladies' headS) '• 

I would die to defend it; how much more '^' 

tlien to defend them themselves. ■'* 



The afTectlon, said the knight, which thou 
bearest to some one of these, maketh tbce 
not to esteem the danger wherein thou mayest 
full: but seeing thou wilt be so lusty, I am 
coiitent, for courtesy sake, to offer thee this 
coiiiiiiioii. These ladies are nine ; let usdi- 
ifl • liK in, and he who takes the four shall 
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lave the large one, meaning Arlanze, tp 
nake the share more equal; and to shew 
;hee bow reasonable I am, I will take the 
smallest share. Th4 other replied^ 

I wish thon hadst as many damsels in thy 

power, as tbou seest here in mine^ that 1 

might take them all ! 1 will not give thee one 

of them on any terms whatever^ and however 

much thou mayest intreat me. So either 

take them by force, or get thee going about 

thy business. I see^ said the knight, that 

thou wilt have me hurt thee against my in-r 

cUnation, so look to thyself. Tben he called 

his squire, who brought him his lance, which 

when he had couched, he ran courageously 

against the knight of the Damsels, who met 

bim bravely in the midway ; they encoun* 

tered. without hurt, save that the knight of 

the Valley lost his stirrups, and would have 

fallen if he had not caught hold of his horse'^ 

neck. And as they passed their horses ran 

against each other ; now that of the knight 

of the Valley was a stronger one, and the 

other being weak, and weary with long travel^ 

fell, and might have hurt bis rider if he had 

21 2 
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not deliverly leapt off; whereat Arlanza an 
her friends were little pleased, fearing th 
strength of his enemy. For though t 
what they had seen they knew the excelle 
prowess of their kn'«ght, yet the bigness ai 
fierceness of the other made them doubt tl 
battle. He of the Valley, who was som 
what shaken with the rough encounter, seeii 
him on the ground so ready for the comb; 
began more to fear him than he did bcfor 
but as he would let no weakness be seen, 
alighted, and with sword and shield in ha 
said : tf thou art so much a friend to thi 
own life, as to agree to the condition I ma 
thee before we jousted,, I will still consent 
it, for I would rather have them by fair mea 
than by force. Care you nothing for th 
replied he of the Damsels, for you shall p 
for the loss of my horse by going on fc 
yourself: and so without wasting any rac 
time in words, he began to charge the knig 
fiercely, which when the knight both sj 
and felt, he likewise laid on with huge a 
weighty strokes; and as the other found mc 
resistance in him than he looked for, he v! 
fain to put out his whole mighty and ev< 
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:tlien he doubted the issac^ his enemj wns so 
doughty. But as the battle lasted long time> 
»nd be of the Damsels did liis endeavour to 
show his companions wbat a servant they 
had^ he prest his enemy, never giving him 
an instant of repose^ till in the end, not sp 
much with the loss of blood as with the faintr 
Bess of his body, he was constrained to fall 
down to the ground : the knight set his foot 
on htm, and taking off his helmet, made 
show as though he would have smitten off 
his head ; but the other yielded himself to 
bis mercy, desiring that it might please him 
to save his life. 

He of the Damsels answered, I am content 
to give it thee, on condition thou wilt fulfil 
what I command thee. 1 know nothing, said 
the knight, which I would make any account 
of to save it. Thou shalt first, then, quoth he, 
tell me what and who thou art, and afterward, 
thou shalt take one of the horses from thy 
squires, (for I must have thine in place of the 
one thou hast killed for me) and go thy way 
presently to the court of king Recindos, 
and there before the queen, tbou shalt sav 
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on my behalf, that the knight of the Dan 
sels who jousted in their presence again 
Albayzar, salutetb them, and desireth soc 
favour at the king's hailds, that be will thir 
no ill because he made not himself known 
him ; but thou mayest assure his highne 
that I will not fail to make myself know 
at my return from the castle of Almoorc 
and tell him of our battle, and upon wfa 
quarrel it w?^s. 

Sir Knight, replied he of the Valley, sin 
fortune hath brought me into this extremi 
I shall not fail to obey you; I am call 
Trofolante the Fearful, if you have heard 
me. Oftentimes, quoth he of the Damsc 
so you need say no more, but go your wj 
if you would discharge yourself of tl 
wherein you are bound. Then he mounl 
on Trofolante's horse, which seemed to h 
one of the goodliest that he had ever 1 
strode; and leaving him and his squires 
the field, set forward on his journey w 
the damsels, in the same manner as befo 
talking of love and things of that nature, a 
r.s forgetful of the battle as if it had b( 
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iought with one. of less account. Thus be 
went on sporting through the rest of the day, 
till having left that valley they came into 
another, through which theie ran a little 
'brook, shaded with many trees. And riding 
along, he saw three knights on the other side, 
in gay and gallant arms ; who, when they came 
opposite to him, stopt, that ihey might eye 
him at leisure. One of them pricked for- 
ward and called out to him to halt, upon 
which he checked his horse and turned to- 
wards him, to hear what he had to say. 
Sir Knight, said the, other, I want one of 
these ladies, and as I cannot tell which of 
them would please a man best, I will beg you 
who know them to tell me, and whichever 
best satisfies you I will be content with. I 
like them all so well, he replied, that he who 
would take any one of them from me must 
pay her full price. But I, cried one of the 
other two, will not let mine be of your chus- 
ing; for having looked at them all, my fancy 
doth affect her that exceedeih the rest in 
stature : for tho' she is not over handsome, 
I like the condition of her. I was inclined 
that way also, said the third ; but since you arc 
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before me^ I will coatent myself with her that 
rideth next the tall one^ meaning Polifema, 
because methinks her beauty exceedeth all 
the other : wherefore sir Knight, as we have 
saved you the trouble of chusing for us, 
you may chuse one for our comrade^ and 
then go your way with the rest ; you need 
not be uneasy about those you leave> fur 
they will be taken good care of. Let him 
who would have one, replied he of the Dam- 
sels, cross the water, and take her at wljat she 
will cost. With a good will answered the 
first knight ; and seeing your stomach serves 
you so well, I will shew yo^ what you get 
by this resistance. 

Upon these words h^ passed th« river, with 
his lance in rest, and ran valiantly against 
the knight of the Damsels, who was ready 
w ith another, the squire of his party liaviug 
brought store from the court of king Reciu- 
dos, and entertained him with such a puis- 
sant stroke as pierced shield and armour, 
and sent him over the crupper in such plight, 
that where he fell there he lay, not having 
for a while power to rise. When the othpr 
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two knights saw their fellow foiled, they 
came over the river together; for being 
abashed at his valour, thej durst not ven- 
ture to try it one after another, but ran 
both together against him, and encountered 
him upon his shield, where they brake their 
Upears without moving him ; but he^ whose 
lance remained whole from the first, brake it 
upon the second so much to his liking, thai 
he sent him to keep the former company, 
having his arm broken by the force of his 
fall. Then drew he forth hit sword, and 
welcomed the third, who, sword in hand, 
bravely received him ; but the battle did not 
endure long, for he of the Damsels so pu- 
nished him as in a little while he tumble4 
down before him. 

Then he commanded one of his squires to 
alight and take off the knight's helmet ; and 
when they were recovered, he told them all 
three that each must do the bidding of the 
damsel whom he had chosen, or he would 
put them to death ; and they in their fear, 
thinking this a light penance, consented 
full willingly : whereupon one of them came. 
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to Arlanza, with these words : Yon, ladyi 
are she whom I affected ; command me what 
you please, since my ill luck is such, that I 
am in her power who I thought should ha^e 
heen in mine. 

I have so little need, said she^ of your se^ 
vice, that I know not what to command. 
Howbeit, as I rejoice to have his deeds 
bruited every where, who every day saves 
me and these ladies from the hands of evil* 
minded men, I command you to go to the 
king of Spain's court, and there^ on my be* 
half, let all the ladies understand what d&* 
sert is come to you for your wretched deal- 
ing : and say, that I advise them, if fortune 
should lead them into the roads and woods, 
that they go with a good defender, since 
there are others in the world Uke you and 
your comrades, of whom they should stand in 
fear. 

And you, lady, said the second knight to 
PoJifema, what shall it like you to command 
me ? Marry, quoth she, that you take the 
same course that youc companion doth, not 
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forgetting to tell the ladies, that though the 
advice of the lady Arlanza, my mistress, is 
good, better is it that they trust to none; let 
them seek for a quiet hfe, and not go travel- 
ling in the woods ; for tho' they may take a de» 
fender who will protect them against others, 
they may need one to secure them from him. 
Her knight well enough understood her 
covert meaning, but yet he dissembled it 
after his wonted manner. And now, Sir, 
said the remaining one, what do you enjoin 
me^ since 1 had not time to make a choice, 
but left it to you. I am not so unreasonable, 
replied he, as to separate you from your 
comrades. Go with ihera, and since these 
ladies have sent them to the dames, do you 
also present yourself before them on my 
part, and say, that 1 beseech them, whea 
they have any danger to pass through, that 
they would commend themselves to me, who 
will save them, and that they are not to fear 
any danger from ine, nor to be deceived by 
the advice of those who say otherwise. But 
tell me your names before you depart, that 
I may demand another day, whether you 
have fulfilled your promises or no. Sir, 
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quoth the one^ we are all three of tl 
court whereto you send us^ and thi 
greatest shame and the worst forti 
could befall us ; nevertheless^ your e 
prowess must be our excuse. Tbey 
Gravanel : this is my brother^ who is 
Barbosante, we twain being the sons < 
Loban ; and the third knight^ whc 
cousin, he is called Clarisalte, a 
reputed man in the court of Spain. 

Certes, sirs, quoth he of the Damsel 
persons as ye should act suitably i 
rank. But as damsels tempt all the 
and I myself am sometimes tempted 
chances, I hold your fault the less, 
ing, he rode on with his company. 
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CHAPTER 125- 



English Chronicles^ from whence thi» 
y hath been translated^ do relate how 
long before the knight of the Dam- 
)nld reach to the castle of Almourol, 
se he was hindered in his way by many 
ts who ventured themseWes to take the 
sis from him^ which he had taken 
e of. Leaving him they proceedto say, 
ne day after the departure of Albayzar, 
ng Recindos stood pleasantly talking 
the queen^ and many knights in the 
ber with him beside, he beheld to enter 
dly tall knight, his countenance (for 
ad was unarmed) stern and somewhat 
led, his armour broken in many places, 
3 besprent with his blood, as the co- 
,111. 2 k 
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lours and devices thereon '<ocKu]d hardly be 
discerned. His shield, which was carried 
after him by his squire, was splintered ia 
such sort that little beside the handles re* 
mained. And as none present knew faim^ 
and they saw him in that manner, there was 
a stir among them all at beholding him. But 
be, who was of haughty condition and prided 
himself in that haughtiness, forced his wajr 
through them till he came to .the queen? 
estrado, and having made some little obei- 
sance to the king, he turned to her, saying, 
Lady, I have combated with a knight, who 
not long since was in this court, and jousted 
against Albayzar ; he hath in his company 
nine damsels, and I desired him to bestow 
the one half of them on me, whereto be 
would by no means consent, but made nie 
answer, that he couid wish I had as many 
in conduct as he had, for then would he take 
mine from me, to bear his ladies company 
in travel. Upon this, I intended to take 
them from him perforce, which he would not 
suffer, but made such resistance against m^; 
as in the end 1 was not only conquered, but 
was at his mercy, which he granted ffl^' 
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Q condition^ that I should come and pre* 
: myself to your highness, ainl crave par- 

on his behalf that he would not let 
self be known in your court, which he 

do on his return from the castle of 
lowrol : in the meanwhile, he craveth that 

would pardon him for his offence past, 

obtain for him the same forgiveness 
Q the king. 

TOW not, said the king, how I should remit 
displeasure, in that he hid himself from 
who so much desired to know so signal a 
) ; and now, seeing your armour so much 
iced, I prize him still more^ O Sir, said 
queen, whenever he comes^ all must be 
ried to his account, for I cannot think 
b a knight as he is would desire to pass 
nown to your highness^ without some 
Qest occasion. 

m said the king to the knight, I pray you 
me who you are. He replied, they call 
Tfofolarite the Fearful. I have, said the 
g, often heard talk of you, and for this. 
ise hold the knight of the Damsels in sti}l 
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higher account. If you saw his face^ of what 
age is he ; and I pray you tell me if yoa 
know him i 

Sir^ said Trofolante^ I neither saw him^ nor 
know him ; but I judge him to be one of the 
sons of Don Duardos^ for I do not think 
such strength and courage would be found 
in any others. And now that I have dis- 
charged his conmiandment^ I beseech yoa 
license me to depart, for I have much to do 
elsewhere. You may go, replied the queen^ 
for there is nothing to detain you. And I 
would no other thing with you, said the king, 
but that you would take a better armour at 
my hands, because your own is not in case to 
do you service, and that you choose a horse 
from my stable : for though I know your in- 
tention was always to sei*ve the emperor Pal- 
merin, I would not that any one whp came 
in need to my court, should depart with the 
same. Sir, answered Trofolante, 1 kiss your 
hands for this bounty, but as I come, so will 
I go. Your license is all that I ask, and see- 
ing you have granted me that, God be with 
you,5 1 go my ways : and with that, turning 






bis back, he departed in such plight as he 
Ijiad entered. The king gave the queen to 
understand who this knight was, and extolled 
the prowess of him of the Damsels to the 
»tars, in that he had conquered him so easily : 
for Trofolante was among the most signal 
knights of those times : but he would not be^ 
^ve that any of the sons of Don Duardos 
wonid come into his court, and depart agaia 
without his knowledge. 

While they were thus communiog, Gravanel 
and Barbosante, the sons of the count of 
Lorban, entered the hall with their cousin 
Clarisalte ; thoy -were held in that land for 
especial knights in arms, and their armour 
was broken in many places ; having made 
reverence to the king and queen, they came 
and presented themselves before the ladies, 
to whom they rehearsed their fortune, and 
that which the knight and the damsels had 
commanded them. And though their mis- 
hap was resented by all, yet were the ladies 
well pleased at the messages which they de- 
livered, and all affirmed that Polifemahad re- 
«?<:ived some displeasure from her protector- 
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I shall never be perfecdy coo tented^ said tb^ 
king^ till I know who he is. A man who 
having conquered Trofolante the Fearfal, in 
fair iigfat^ was able the same day to discomfit 
you threcy without hurt to his own person^ 
should not be unknown. I will send after 
him^ that his prowess may be rewarded as it 
deserves. Believe me, said Gravenel, after 
conquering us, he remained fit for another 
battle. This is the strangest thing in the 
worlds quoth the king, for it is the nature of 
all men to be tired of one woman if she be 
long in their company^ and for him it seemt 
all these are not enough. So having given 
^he knights their license,' they departed, 
well content with the fame which they had 
there found of their conqueror ; for by how 
much the more his feats were held in esti- 
mation, the less they felt the shame of their 
overthrow. 

But now returning to him, it is related that 
he passed through m^ny adventures on his 
^'i\y, arising from the same cause as the for- 
incr, the company he took with him, and 
T.hich wereatchieved with the same honour. 
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At length tbey came in sight of the castle of 
Almourol, iMid riding down the Tagus, where* 
being summer time, the trees were full of 
leaves^ and the water went with a quiet flow> 
tbey thought the place so pleasant, that all 
the labour of their journey thither was put 
clean out of mind. Now, said he, we are ar" 
rived at the place where each of you must 
display the force of your beauty, in favouring 
him that will enterprize the combat on your 
bebalfj for at the foot of yonder fortress is the 
picture of Miraguarda, which maketh him 
who defends it perform such wonders. It is 
bejievedji that though he were weak by na- 
ture, and of litlld worth, yet the picture be- 
fore him would give him strength not to be 
overcome by any, but they who have better to 
defend, and have been such excellent knights 
by nature, that none could win any honour 
from them without bringing their lives into 
extremity. Wherefore, ladies, cast lots in 
whose name I am to joust, or do battle; that 
I may now see whom. I carry with me, and 
whether I have spent my time well in serving 
und accompanying you. 
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Now as it is the way of women, tb( 
soixie of them know how little they are 
holden to nature, to be so vain, that the 
est will not allow any one to have the 
vantage of her in beauty; this vanity i 
them so confident, that there wa4 not 
among them who did not think that a1 
world might have been overthrown in 
name. Polifema, who had the gre 
opinion of beauty in herself among theu 
said, I know well, sir knight, that the vi< 
which they gain who enter the comba; 
Miraguarda, proceedeth of their true 
loyal love, which gives theoi strength \ 
they need it. But j^ou, wlio have none to 
and deserve none from any, do you < 
mend yourself to yourself when in dai 
and if mishap befall you, blame yoursclfj 
not those who have no fault therein. T 
is none of these ladies of so little beautj'j 
that you might enter the field in- her r 
against any one, if the little love with w 
you treat them did not prevent you, H« 
plied, I perceive, lady, that you are ofFe 
at something, and treat me ill without or 
wherefore, to put you out of this ill suspi( 
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I am determined to enter the combat under 
tbe favour of your beauty^ when you shall 
wdl perceive how erringly you have judged 
of me. 

So riding on^ they came to the castle, at what 
time Miraguarda was coming forth to re- 
create herself in a boat upon the water^ being 
accompanied with her damsels and the giant 
Almourol: for at this time she had larger 
Ijbertyj owing to the tranquillity of the king- 
dom. When he of the Damsels saw her so 
near that he could fairly fix his eyes upon 
her^ he was not so much master of himself^ 
but he felt suddenly stricken with her beauty ; 
yet had he a good quality^ which served him, 
^or tbe passions that tormented him by the 
beauty of ladies, were of no longer conti- 
nuance than while they were before him. 
Then turning to his damsels, he said. What 
think you, ladies, and what will you have me 
do? Be not dismayed, replied Polifema, we 
think nothing of what we have seen. Mira- 
guarda by this time seeing this new company, 
atopt, that she might behold them more at 
kisure. 
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Florendos, who was not far off, being armed 
ill his wonted armour, was so transported in 
beholding: her, that he remembered not what 
he had to do ; this being natural with unsuc- 
cessful love, for they who are favoured, are 
not so forgetful. Almourol, who perceived 
the confidence of the strange knight, and 
knew that Miraguarda did greatly delight 
to see him combat, called to him, saying, 
Sir Florendos, look before yovi, and do what 
you have to do, for the lady Miragnarda 
stays only to behold you. 

Plorendos then turned toward the damsels, 
xind seeing their knight prepare himself to the 
joust, he presently mounted on horseback, 
^nd coming to the stranger, said, I pray you, 
sir knight, to tell me upon what occasion 
you are come hither? if you are compelled 
to travel with these damsels as your penance, 
and must be delivered from it, peradventure I 
may fortune to release you. Certes, sir Flo- 
rendos, replied he of the Damsels, I would 
give more than 1 have that any one except 
yourself had guarded this pass to day, let him: 
be who he would bcsidpj that I might have 
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shown these ladies whether I am good for 
any thing. 

I cannot tel]^ said ^orendos^ what answer I 
should make bim that hath so Q:ood know- 
ledge of me ; nevertheless as your horse seems 
8o good a one, I would desire you break a 
couple of lances with me^ for the service of the 
lady Miraguarda ; and if either of us should 
remain so discontented as to de<«ire battle, 
it shall be at your choice whether or not to 
perform it, since you know me, and I know 
not you. The case is, replied the other, 
that there is not that thing in the world 
which could force me to do battle with you> 
sir Florendow. As for the joust, I am willing 
to satisfy thefady Miraguarda, for I desire 
to do her pleasure, for your sake, though it 
should be at my own cost. And after we have 
jousted, if sir Almourol should wish to break 
anothlE^r pair of lances with me, and to do 
battle afterwards, he shall have his will, that 
these my ladies may confess what there is in 
me. It is plain, quoth Florendos, that these 
words arise from the confidence which you 
have in your deeds. Let it be as you please^ 
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for as for Almourol^ he I know will be pk 
with what you propose. Here breaking 
they took their ground, and with their s] 
in resty ran against each other, both I 
desirous of victory ; for in such a place, 
in the presence of women^ who wouli 
coQtented without itf 
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CHAPTER 124. 



I 

le these knights were preparing them- 
;s to thejonst^Almourol stepped between 
1^ desiring them to stay a little till Mira- 
da could take her plftce at the window ; 
eeing what was about to be done^ she 
retired inta the castle. The knights at 
set their staves to the ground^ and 
h1 till one of the windows was made 
J for her : it was not very high, so that 
3ndos could well behold her^ and having 
; this longer than was necessary at such 
le^ he turned to him of the Damsels^ and 
;ing pardon for this delay, ran his career 
ist him^ who received him in his strength. 
^ met in the midst of the career, with such 
t force, as the truncheons of their lance| 
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flew up into the air^ and they passed on^ no 
thing shaken at all. Then taking otfaei 
lances, they ran a second time^ and with 
such furvi that both missed their encounter; 
and as neither of them was accustomed to 
fail of his mark on such occasions, they 
turned, being resolved to take surer aim in 
the third trial. 

Florendos was somewhat discontented at 
perceiving the prowess of his adversary, and 
feared lest any misfortune should happen tc 
him, which might renew the unreasonabl< 
rigour of his lady ; and he of the Damsel 
was sorry that be had begun the joust, be 
cause of what might happea^ not regardiof 
so much what might chance to himself, a 
to Florendos, knowing the temper of Mira 
guarda. He therefore essayed to preveo 
this, saying, Methinks, sir knight, as we hav- 
neither of us any reason as yet for con 
tentment or complaint, we may be satisfie 
with what is done ; you cannot purchase an 
renown in conquering one of your servant! 
who verily would be sorry that you shoul 
receive any misfortune at his hands, in tbfl 
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it might hinder yon, in place of roost hope. 
Wherefore, I pray you give me leave to 
break two or three lances with Almouroh 
which will yield some contentment to these 
ladies that bear me company. 

I well see, quoth the knight of the Castle, 
that this willingness to leave off before we 
have pushed our proof to the end, arises 
from no want of confidence in yourself, your 
deeds show that; and I know not withal 
how it woul^ be imputed to me, if before I 
knew more of your person, I should cease to 
tty myself against you, till one of us per- 
ceived the other to be the better. Either 
therefore you must tell me your name, that 
knowing that, I *'may determine as shall 
seem best, or we must return to our joust, 
ftwl break spears, till the victory or the shame 
remain with one of us. To- tell you my 
name so much before hand, replied he of 
the Damsels, is what I will on no account do ; 
and to joust again is against my will, but I 
do it to satisfy yours. 

Ttien placing their spears iq rest again^ 
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they ran their third career with all tl]( 
fury that their horses could carry^ anc 
meeting shields and bodies full butt^ the 
shock was such that the horses conid not 
stand itj hurtling one against the other alsoj 
so that both came to the ground with theii 
riders. His of the Damsels had his shouMei 
broken^ that of Florendos burst open at the 
breast ; but their masters leapt off^ and were 
presently ready. The knight of the Castk 
being melancholick at this mishap, drew forth 
his sword to enter the combat. 

Sir knight^ quoth the other> do not so often 
seek to try your friend, who desireth in 
any thing that he may to do you service ; I 
have said that I cannot do battle with 
you, and this is not for any fear I have oi 
your valour, but because the duty of friend' 
ship forbiddeth me such ungentleness. li 
you are dissatisfied that you have not over, 
thrown me at your pleasure, I might bav< 
had the same reason for discontent witi 
regard to you, if I regarded nothing mor( 
than the desire of victory. I pray yoi 
sheath your sword again^ and reserve th< 
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trial therewith, till such a one come at 
shall seek you with a more malicious ia* 
tent than 1 do, 

Miraguarda heard the whole discourse^ and 
could have been content^ for the boldness she 
WW in the stranger^ to see the combat tried 
between them ; for the better she thought of 
him/ the more she wished this> according to 
her humour. This is a strange thing, cried 
Florendos, that you would have me be satis- 
fied with having done nothing, and yet will 
not tell me what reason I have to make me so ! 
I will tell you, quoth Artesia, one of his dam-^ 
sels : He is so used to show himself off upon 
knights whom he does not fear> and so per- 
suade us that every thing is little for him, that 
be will not anish this battle, lest he should 
llfse his credit with us ; and he will excuse 
himself to us by saying, thai he would not 
risk his person against the beauty of Mira- 
guarda, when he bad none on his side to 
favour bim ; as if each of us were not suf-p 
ficient for that, Certes, madam Artesia'jt 
said Polifema, you say true, and I ana glad 
you understand oi»r knight so welK Aad 
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tbey all affinned tbe same after her, 
was their nature to wish to see discor 
danger. O Ladies^ cried he, I see that 
thing is lost upon you; but thanks U 
self, £ am so much the master of mj 
affections^ that I can do what I w.illj 
thence it is that I am seldom deceive 
them. 

These words were not spoken so low bu 
Miraguarda aud her knight heaid them 
though she judged him to be a man wi 
love and without faith^ to him they sc 
to come from one who was at liberty^ i 
whom love could do neither good nor 
But he himself desired not to live ir 
liberty. 

The giant Almourol, perceiving the 
knight of the Damsels would not do 
with Florendos, caused to be broughl 
a goodly bay. courser, and sent it to 
requesting him to mount it, and do so^k 
with him before the lady Mirajscuarda 
she might . be recompensed for her 
pointmeut in not having seen the ( 
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contest terminated : and because he should 
kave the better will to the combat, he wished 
some prize should be ordained^ in requital 
of his pains that remained the conqueror. 
The knightmadethis reply : Look what it shall 
please you to appoint, and if it be reasona- 
ble you shall not find me contrary thereto. 
If you are willing then, said the giant, I will 
risk the horse which I have sent you, as 
you are without one, and which is one of 
the best I ever saw, on condition that if 
you are conquered you give me that lady- 
pointing to Arlanza,-— 'wbo is the largest in 
your conipany; for since you arrived she- 
hath appeared so well to my liking, that I 
affect her better than I ever yet did other. 
And I beseech her not to be discontented 
with these conditions, for if I win her she 
yill be mistress of me, and if she remain 
with you, I know not that she will be mistress 
of herself. I do not, replied he of the Dam- 
sels, give the things which I greatly esteem 
so cheap, yet will I accept this horse, if so 
be the victory fall on my side : and if it. 
come to pass that I am vanquished, it shall 
be at. her choice to abide with which she 



392 

will. Content^ answered Almotxrol, for I do 
not hold her to be of such poor understand- 
ing as that for a man so free as yon she 
should be willing to reject a will so devotecL 
as mine. 

So without more words, they placed thei i 
lances in their rests, and being covered with 
their shields, gave their horses the spurs, 
and encountered together so bravely, as the 
Damsels* knight forsook both his stirrups, but 
Almourol was cast to the ground with bis 
saddle between bis legs, not a little oflFended 
to have such a disgrace in the presence of 
his new chosen love. 

The damsels commended greatly this gallant 
beginning, but chiefly the four whom he 
won in the valley ; for as they were not used 
to see giants, and the sight of Almourol had 
dismayed them, they esteemed the worth of 
their knight the more. Almourol having 
recovered his feet, drew forth his sword, 
and came towards the knight, who presently 
aliabted. He desired to delight the damsels, 
and to oppear well before Florendos, and to 
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show Miraguarda^ that not for fear of her 
kaight he had refused the combat. Oa the 
other hand^ Ahnourol judged that iii that 
battle he was to win or lose Arlanza^ whom 
he marvellously affected^ so that on both sides 
they did wonders^ putting out all their force^ 
and each dealing signal blows^ to the cost of 
him who received them ; so that in short 
time their armour was broken in many places^ 
and their bodies so grievously wounded that 
the hlood ran from them plentifully; but 
Almpurol being not so nimble and quick as 
his adversary^ was brought into the greatest 
danger. After they had thus continued long 
time without intermission^ Almourol would 
fain have drawn back a little^ to take breath- 
ing ; but he of the Damsels would not suffer 
him^ and followed his intent so fast upon 
him that he brought him to the earthy with 
such a wound in the left thigh that he could 
not move. Florendos was grieved to see 
him in this plight, and Mira^-uarda being 
sorry for his mishap, departed from the win- 
dow, commanding that he should be brought 
intCLthc castle. Florendos went with him 

« 

into his chamber, to sec bis wounds looked 
to, which were dangerous. 
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Then the damsels^ though they disliked dieir 
knight, or at least little loved him, seeing 
him wounded, assisted him to unarm, and 
there in the field, at the foot of a tree, they 
looked at his wounds, which were slight ; so 
after ihey were bound up be armed again, 
and mounted on horseback, intending to 
depart thence. But as he was about to set 
forward on the way, two knights of some fai^ 
country arrived at the castle, who cametof 
try the adventure. One of them was in car- 
nation coloured armoui*, beset with griffins 
of silver, and in his shield was figured i 
white hart in a field \<ert: the other was 
in armour of black and yellow, in the figure 
of >\ edges, and in his shield he bore the sun 
in a field sable. When they came up, he in 
the carnation armour said to his comrade, 
inethinks the sesta has not taken us in a bad 
place: for if our luck should be so much 
against us as that he which keepeth the' 
shield of Miragiiarda, will not do battle with 
118^ this knight, to rid himself of so great a 
charge as he hath with him, will give us 
part of his company. 
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Certainly, answered the other, I had the same 
thought, and if be woald not have given, 
we would have taken them; but who could 
content himself with things of so base esti* 
mation,^ having before his eyes the shield 
wherein is pictured that countenance which 
maketh every thing else be forgotten. At 
these words, his companion raised his eyes, 
and seeing the. shield of the picture of Mira-^ 
guarda, which the other showed him, hang* 
ing on the tree where it was wont to be, he 
answered. Thou sayest true, and I know not 
who could be so void of understanding that 
he would not rather lose himself for those 
beauties, than be content with any other 
hope of any thing, were it ever so greatly 
to be desired. I assure you, said the first 
knight, I intend not to depart from this 
place without I carry this shield with me : 
yet would I, if it were possible, first make 
trial of my worthiness against himt that dura 
deny me to take it hence. So, advancing 
himself to the tree, he offered to take down 
the shield. 

The knight of the Damsels was, as ye have 



knew nothing ot what was going 
woald not suffer, that in his preB< 
one should offer him so great wrong 
fore he broached his horse with ti 
and when he came to the place wl 
shield of Miragnarda hanged, he I 
knight by the arm, and pulled hm 
horse, ssying. It well appears that 
not one who would try your person 
adventure, seeing you would thus sa 
the shield from its keeper. But sin 
not present to deS^nd it, 1 will 
place, and see if you can cany it t 
your manhood. 

IklireguaTdaheard all this, (or she ha 
herself at a-iealoosv of one of the « 
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perceiving himself thus thrown down and 
treated with such contempt, and being by 
nature haughty and courageous, drew his 
sword without waiting to remount^ and co-* 
vering himself with his shield, came against 
him of the Damsels in such wrath that he 
could not bring forth a word. But his com- 
panion came between them, saying, Amount 
upon your horse. Sir, and in the mean time* 
I will try if the valour of this knight may 
answer his insolence ; and giving his steed 
the spur, he ran at him : but he, who on such 
occasions rejoiced to display his worth, met 
him with such aiv encounter, having his full 
desire at him, as neither his shield, armiour, 
nor mail-coat could defend the push of the 
lance, but it passed clean thorow his body ; 
so that the strange knight tumbled beside hrs 
horse to the ground with the spear in bita^ 
being altogether deprived of life. 

He of the Damsels past on, and stopt un- 
der the window where Miraguarda stood > 
expecting the coming of the other kni{;ht ; 
who ran at him with all his might, and brake 
his lance upon him : they met so closely that 
Vol. III. 2 m 
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lie of the Damsels had time to lay hold on 
the top of his shield, which he pulled from 
him with so great force that he burst the 
straps and brought his head on the neck of 
his horse'; where, not permitting him the 
leisure to recover himself^, he gave him with 
his own shield a blow on the crest of his hel* 
met, which made him giddy ; then dropping 
the shield, he caught him by the straps of 
bis helmet and plucked it off his head, and 
dealt him with it another blow which forced 
the hlood from his mouth 'and nostrils, and 
sent him to the ground. 

At this time Florendos came out, who being 
with the giant, heard the noise of battle, and 
marvelling ait a thing so unaccustomed as 
that battle should be done there, when nei- 
ther he nor Almourol were present, went 
t© see what it might be: where, when he 
saw the two knights lying on the field, the 
one run through the body, and the other 
like one dead, he had still more to won- 
der at. 

Sir Florendos, quoth he of the Damsels, 
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these are the deeds wherewith I would do 
you service. I am as yet ignorant, answered 
Florendos, in what to think myself behold- 
en to you ; for I see two knights here who 
should seem by their armour to be of some 
account, slain by your hand, I know not 
Upon what occasion. I will tell you, he re- 
plied ; this one who is still moving, would 
bare carried away the shield of the lady 
Miraguarda, and the other was the favourer 
and aider of his attempt. I, knowing how 
this concerned you, went up to them, and 
either by favour of the lady Miraguarda, or 
by their ill fortune, have brought them into 
this condition. I am sorry they were so 
few, for by what I felt in me I could have 
given you good account of them, though 
they had been more. 

I beseech you Sir Knight, quoth Florendos, 
tell me who you are, for tht more I ^ee of 
your feats the more do I desire to know the 
name of him whose prowess hath so deeply 
indebted me to him. Sir Florendos, an- 
swered he, you shall not be left with any 
displeasure from ^me. lam Florian of the 
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Desert, your cousin and servant, who will not 
suffer you to receive injury in any place where 
he shall be present. 

Now then, replied the other, I do not think 
much of any thing which 1 have seen, for 
any thing is little for you. Howbeit, do not 
in addition to the wrong you have done me 
in not telling me this sooner, commit the 
greater one, of refusing to stay awhile with 
me ; it will heal the wounds of Almourol, 
when he knows that he received them at 
your hands. 

I do not think, answered the knight, that 
you will wish me to tarry here, in that I am 
bound to be at a certain place by an appoint- 
ed time, which if I should fail to do, I should 
lose something of mine honour ; suffer me 
therefore to depart hence ; and as 1 see this 
kniglit is recovering, 1 will pray you to take 
his oatti of obedience, and then command 
him, that on the part of the knight of the Dam- 
sels he present himself in the court of king 
Recindos, where he shall declare to the queen 
for what occasion I did combat with his fel- 
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low and himself: and I request you again to 
pardon me for not tarrying, as 1 can do no 
otherwise than depart. 

Florehdos laboured to dissuade him awhile 
from his journey ; but he would by no means 
be moved from his determination : so taking 
leave, he set forward on his return, accom- 
panied by the damsels, wlio every day held 
him in greater estimation than they had done 
before. 
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CHAPTER 125. 
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/The knigbt of the Damsels with bis company 
began to measure back bis way to the court 
of king Recindosy intending when he came 
thither to discharge himself of some of the 
damsels, and retain none in his company but 
Arlan;^^ and those that attended on her to do 
her service : for from her he did not intend 
to separate till he had seen her given in mar- 
riage, ajid honoured according to her worth, 
and the will he had to requite her. And though 
his intention was to travel with much speed, 
he met with some adventures which delayed 
him ; and among others one which obliged 
him to increase his company when he would 
fain have lessened it . It is related in the 
chionicles of hisatchievements, that as they 
were one day riding along a river side^ where 
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tlie country was full of high trees and thickly 
Set, he heard the voice of a woman crying 
pitifully, from the closest part of the thicket ; 
it seemed as if some one were endeavouring 
to force her, and her voice was a,lmost spent. 
Upon this he gave his horse thfe spiirs, and 
Tode toward the sound ; and because the trees 
'were so close that he could nof well pass, he 
alighted and advanced on foot sword in hand. 
Having reached the water side, he saw on the r 
other side of the river a knight of great sta- 
ture, whose armour was of azure and gold, 
and bearing in his shield a golden Lion, in a 
silver field ; at his feet he held a damsel by 
the hair of the head, the beauty of which 
deserved not such usage ; he held his sword 
drawn in his hand, with which he threatened 
her, saying, that if she did not consent he 
would cut off her head. 

Not far off, he espied another knight lying 
among the green leaves, who laughed at this 
pitiful sight heartily, beholding what hard 
shift the damsel made to help herself: and 
after he had. laughed a good while, he said. 
It doth me good to see you take such great 
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pains^ for by this means 't shall be eased o 
such labour^ when I come io take my plea- 
sure on her. 



He of the Damsels seeing such villainy i 
men who seemed equipped for far differen 
deeds^ and that he could not cross the rive 
by reason of its depth, called out to hi 
not to treat the damsel thus^ for one wh 
wore such goodly arms was bound rather to 
protect women than to wrong them. He wh<7 
held her by the hair lifted up his eyes at this, 
and seoing him on the other side, said, I 
suppose you venture to reprove me, because 
the water is between us, and you think I 
cannot come to chastise you ; but you are 
deceived, for I know the fords, and have a 
swift horse ; so if you are wise you will make 
off in time. Let him be ! cried his comrade, 
for I think I see petticoats of many coloors 
in his company ; and perhaps after we are 
tired with this, we may find better choice 
among them. I beseech you, quoth he of 
the Damsels, show me the ford ! for I would 
rather feel the force of your blows, than see 
them tried upon so weak a thing as a woman» 
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If you desire that, said the one, swim for ii^. 
for the ford is far oft*; and saying this he 
again laidhjind on the damsel. But such was 
the wrath which the good knight felt at seeing 
this foul action, that forgetful of all dan- 
ger, he fastened his shield on his breast and 
leapt in, and as the river though deep was 
not wide, presently gained the further side. 
The knight that lay among the green leaves 
said to his companion, Do not disturb your- 
self, but do what you are about; and while you 
are taming her, I will tame this fellow. How 
that may be I know not, quoth he of the 
Damsels ; but this I know, that I am on the 
right side of the water, where I can show you 
how little you shall have your will upon this 
damsel, and how much less you shall chuse 
among mine. And then putting forth all 
his might, he soon hid the other, though 
he was a doughty one, on the earth, with- 
out his left arm. And leaving him stretch- 
ed out he turned to the other, who leaving 
the damsel, came to help his companion. 
But as he had been the principal in this vil- 
lainy, he of the Damsels being full melan- 
cholick^ laid hands on him in such wise^ that 



he demolished his armour firsts and tlien hit 
flesh and bones ; till the other having no other 
hope of life^ thought it best to crave aid at her 
hands^ whom he sought to have abused. I 
beseech you. Lady, said he^ let your virtue 
be greater than my misdeeds, and increat this 
knight to save my life, for as it is for your 
cause, perad venture for the love of you also 
he may spare me. He of the Damsels held 
his hand, to see what she would command ; 
for having eyed her, he saw that she was one 
whose will deserved t6 bebbeyed. She had 
not yet recovered suflSciently from her fear 
to be able to speak ; but at length pity for 
the state in which she saw l^im prevailing 
over her anger for the wrong which he would 
have done her, she said, I beseech you. 
Sir, since the works of this wicked man have 
already in part received their due punish- 
ment, that you give him his life, to use it 
betteir in future, or to end it according to his 
misdeeds. Who do you think. Lady, he re- 
plied, could see you, and refuse to do what- 
ever you should enjoin ? This knight deserves 
severe chastisement ; but all rules are to be 
broken through for you. Then he ordered 
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him and his companion to go as well as they 
could to the court of king Recindos, and in 
his name present themselves before the queen*s 
ladies^ and relate what they had done, and 
swear never to wear armour again, without it 
"were their pleasures to suffer them ; and if they 
obtained that permission, never to employ 
arms in disservice of any one. All this they 
promised, being in such fear that they would 
gladly have accepted any terms of life, though 
they had been far more rigorous. Their es- 
quires made a litter, whereon they laid the 
last knight, who being the worse wounded 
of the two, could not go on horseback ; the 
other mounted, and so as well as they could 
they set off on their journey. 

He of the Damsels then walked down the 
river to see if he could discover a ford, where 
liis horse might be brought him; and he 
took the damsel in his hand, who was still 
so little recovered from the fear she had been 
in, as not to remember that her squire was 
tied to the foot of a tree, with a gag in his 
mouth ; but now calling him to mind, they 
turned back to release him. Hard by them 
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he two palfreys were fastened to the b^ngh^ i 
he knight bade him mount one^ and ride 
along the river side till he found some place 
where he could pass and bring him his horse* 

In the mean while that the squire went about 
that he was commanded^ he unarmed him- 
self, to dry his garments which were full of 
water; and then he questioned with the dam- 
sel, how she happened into that place, and 
upon what occasion the knights so sought to 
force her. 

Sir, she replied, I was born in this country, 
and am somewhat of kin to the lady Mira- 
guarda, of whom it may be you have 
heard. The name of that lady, replied he 
of the Damsels, is renowned so far and wide, 
that I know not where it can be unknow^n. 
So it is then, said the damsel, that it beinc 
some time since I had seen her, I was nov 
going thither with leave obtained of my mo 
ther, when I chanced to meet with the}? 
two knights, who demanded of n^e to wh 
place my journey lay: I then mis-douhtii 
no harm, declared unto them the whr 
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state of my journey ; whereupon one of these 
Icniphts said to his companion, I think it 
good, in revenge of the shame we have re- 
ceived at the castle of Almourol, that we 
should ease ourangeronthisdamsel, since she 
is a handsome one, and belongs to the house. 
The other knight being equal with his fel- 
low in this ungracious intent, did presently 
agree. So they cast lots which of them 
should abuse rae first, and it fortuned to 
fall on him whom you saw pulling me so 
cruelly by the hair of the head. And be- 
cause my squire cried aloud, they dealt 
with him as you have seen. But it pleased 
God, that to prevent their purpose you came 
and succoured me in good time. 

Certes, lady, answered the knight, I rejoice 
that it was my chance to be your rescue ; 
yet had it been better for me not to have 
come hither at all, such a wound have I re- 
ceived by your singular beauty. It is not 
much that they should have sought to force 
you, since your eyes have forced me. I 
beseech you therefore bestow that on me 
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by gentleness^ which they would have taken 
from you perforce. 

The damsel noting his words^ regarding his 
sweet countenahce, remembering his noble 
behaviour and knightly courtesy, made I^m 
answer, but I know not how : if it were in- 
cident to his purpose, he is best able to an- 
swer it ; if not, then there was no harm done^ 
A new accident willeth me to let them alone^ 
and hearken to the damsel's squire, who .now 
came hastening back, sayings M ethinks,' Sir, 
there are more robbers than could have been 
supposed in this valley ! Help your company, 
for a knight in black arms is carrying away 
one of your damsels, who seems to be the 
chief of them ; and because she will not 
willingly consent, his squire is got up behind 
her to ride oft' with her by force. So greatly 
was he enraged at hearing that they were 
forcing away Arlanza, that without waiting 
to arm himself completely, he threw himself 
a second time into the river, telling the 
damsel to cross with her squire, and join the 
others, for he would be with them presently. 
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As soon as he had passed^ he heard great 
lamentations among them^ and perceived 
I^olifema come towards him, crying and 
tearing her hair, that he should make haste 
to succour her mistress ; but the knight that 
carried her away had found his horse grazing, 
and hamstrung him to prevent pursuit : — he 
was fain therefore to follow on foot ; and such 
was his fortune, that before they had got half 
a league, he came up with them ; for Arlanza 
being strong and of great stature, the squire 
could not manage her so well but that she 
oftentimes got off the palfrey, and before he 
could place her on again, some delay was 
occasioned; and moreover the beast went 
slowly, being tired and unable well to bear 
them both. He of the Damsels came up 
when she was on the ground, and he who 
carried her off was striving to put her again 
on horseback ; then he clapt on his helmet, 
which hitherto he had borne in his hand that 
it might not heat him, and without speaking 
a word, made at him. The knight put him- 
self in a posture of defence ; but Arlanza, 
who had a manly heart, and was now made 
ftronger by her anger, got up, and caught 
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hold of his right ann^ and being of the Tacn ^ 
of the giants, held it so firmly that he couU|f, 
make no use of it, so that he of the Dam^n 
sels. who did not dare to strike him for feaiL 
of hurting her^ without any opposition tookj 
him in his arms. Il 

Now he was marvellously strong, and the me-|c 
lancholy which he resented making him still I; 
stronger, he griped him so hard that he fair- 
ly took away tiis senses^ and then threw him \ 
to the grbund, meaning to cut off his head : ^ 
but presently thinking it better to send 
him also to the ladies of the queen of Spain, 
before whom he was desirous of appearing 
well, he bade his own squire, who was with 
tears beseeching mercy, disarm him ; and 
when he came to himself he commanded 
him to declare his name. I am called Ro- 
camor, said the knight^ a friend to those 
two knights which you vanquished on the 
other side of the river*; and as I could not 
succour thenij in revengement of their in- 
jury I intended to carry away this lady. 

Well then, quoth he, accomplish the charge 
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TT shall commit to you, or you shall lose your 
life and your wicked intentions at once. He 
sxnswered, I will do any-think which you shall 
csooimand, so that I may not die thus. 

1 \\i\] then, said he of the Damsels, that you 
presently take your way to the king of Spain's 
court, and there present yourself to the ladies 
attendant on the queen, reporting to them 
^vhat hath passed hetween you and me ; 
5ind you shall never while you live bear arms 
again, without it shall please them to licence 
you. This is that you may follow the same 
law as your friends. Who shall I say has sent 
me r said the other. The knight of the Dam- 
sels, he replied, for so they call me ; and this 
journey you must take upon your squire's pal- 
frey, for I shall take your horse in the place 
of that which you have killed for me. So 
mounting it, and placing Arlanza on a pal- 
frey which was brought her, he returned to 
his company, talking to her as they went 
on with less anger than he had resented when 
became up. Lady, said he, great must the 
cause be that should make me go from you 
again, and leave you to the courtesy of the 
iiuighls of this hnd. 
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When he was come to the rest of his com- 
])any, he saw amongst them Silviana, which 
was the name of her whom the knights 
would have ravished, and they all came with 
great joy to meet him, and embraced Arlan- 
za, as if they were meeting her after a Iddg 
absence. 

The night drew on apaece, and there they 
copcluded td pass that night, because they 
knew of no other provision near at hand; 
every one took a modicum of their small re- 
fection, and afterward they laid them down to 
their rest : but Silviana could not suffer any 
sleep to enter her eyes, for the reraembrance 
of what had past with her deliverer kept 
her waking : as for him, the thoughts which 
might else have spoilt his sleep were at an 
end, and he slept soundly, according to his 
condition. 
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